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Plea of Indian delegation at U.N. General
Assembly Session regarding CTBT and
NPT

186. SHRIMATI VEENA VERMA:
SHRI SUSHILKUMAR
SAMBHAIJIRAO SHINDE:

Will the PRIME MINISTER be pleased to
state:

(a) whether the Prime Minister and the
Indian delegation to the U.N. General Assembly
Session held in September this year made a plea
for a just and fair world order in the context of
CTBT and NPT and the need for Global-
Disarmament, if so in what terms; and

(b) what was the response of the U.N.
General Assembly and the different world
leaders thereto?

[20 Nov. 1997]

to Unstarred Questions 70

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS (SHRI
SALEEM IQBAL SHERWAI): (a) Yes Sir.
Prime Minister, in his address to the 52nd
Session of the U.N. General Assembly, stated,
inter alia, "The pretexts for clinging to nuclear
arsenals, which were questionable at any time,
have now vanished. Mere non-proliferation
treaties, promoted as disarmament measures
serve to entrench a nuclear monopoly...Global
opinion wants a Nuclear Weapons Convention,
as already outlined for the class of biological
and chemical weapons, and will not rest till it
is achieved. We appeal to nuclear weapon states
to align their policies to what the world wants".

(b) The majority of leaders of the Non-
Aligned countries are supportive of India's
position. India's stand reflects the common
position of the NAM countries on the issue of
complete nuclear disarmament as a necessary
step towards the establishment of a new, just
and non-violent world order. However,
consensus on this approach has not been
possible due to the position of the nuclear-
weapon-states.
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