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countries are properly taken into account in all 
international policy decisions. 

We give the highest priority to our relations 
with our neighbours in South Asia and to 
developing and strengthening the South Asian 
Association for Regional Cooperation 
(SAARC). With the successful conclusion of 
two rounds of talks on Preferential Trade 
Arrangements in South Asia, SAARC has now 
embraced the goal of establishing a Free Trade 
Area in South Asia (SAFTA) by the year 2001. 
Discussions have also commenced on 
promoting cooperation in the field of 
investment. 

India is also Full Dialogue Partner of 
Association of South East Asian Nations 
(ASEAN) and is a participant of ASEAN 
Regional Forum (ARF). Through participation 
in these multi-laternal fora we aim at 
establishing a stable and peaceful environment 
leading to socio-economic progress of all the 
people of the region. 
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Development of long range missiles jointly 

by Russia, China and Iran 

165. SHRI LAKKHIRAM AGARWAL: Will 
the PRIME MINISTER be pleased to state: (a) 
whether Government's attention has been drawn 
to the newsitem "Russia, China working closely 
with Iran", which appeared in the Hindustan 
Times, dated 11th September, 1997; 

(b) if so, whether it is a fact that Russia and 
China are working closely with Iran in building 
long-range nuclear missiles; and 

(c) if so, the details thereof? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS (SHRI 
SALIM IQBAL SHERWANI): (a) Yes Sir. 

(b) and (c) The news report is based on a 
"Isreaeli intelligence report". During the recent 
visit of the Chinese President Jiang Zemn to 
the USA, China gave an undertaking to 
withhold all further nuclear cooperation with 
Iran. On 9 July, 1997, a spokesman of the Russia 
Foreign Ministry stated that Russia did not 
supply any ballistic missile related components 
to Iran and denied having any cooperation with 
Iran in the missile sphere which would be in 
contradiction to the provisions of the Missile 
Technology Control Regime (MTCR). These 
developments are monitored regularly by the 
Government. 

US High Tech for Space War 

166. SHRI LAKKHIRAM AGARWAL: Will 
the PRIME MINISTER be pleased to state: (a) 
whether Government's attention has been drawn 
to the newsitem "US going high tech for space 
war" which appeared in The Hindustan Times, 
dated 3rd September, 1997; 

(b) if so, whether it is a fact that United States 
is getting ready for a real space war shooting 
down enemy satellites in space before they take 
pictures or rain down missiles in war; 

(c) if so, the details thereof; and 


