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Development of Indigenous LCA 

797. SHRI V. RAJESHWAR RAO: 

DR. SHRIKANT RAMCHANDRA 

JICHKAR: 

Will the Minister of DEFENCE be pleased to 

state: 

(a) what is the stage of development of the 

indigenous Light Combat Aircrafts; 

(b) whether the technology is fully 

indigenous or whether some part of it is being 

imported; 

(c) what would be its final unit cost; 

(d) what steps are being taken to expedite 

this? 

THE MINISTER OF DEFENCE (SHRI 

MULAYAM SINGH YADAV): fa) The first 

prototype LCA has been fully integrated with 

engine and systems. The aircraft ground run trials 

are planned in early December 1997. The test 

results will pave the way for the flight test. The 

second prototype is getting integrated. 

(b) Seventy percent of aircraft is indigenous. 

Its total design and development has been taken 

up by Indian team. 

(c) The unit cost of LCA is estmated to be US 

$ 21 million at 1994 price level. LCA is a cost 

effective system. 

fd) Additional prototypes are being made to 

accumulate the requisite number of flight hours 

in shorter time frame and thereby to enable 

induction of LCA into Service By 2003. 

Acquisition of Advance Jet Trainers for IAF 

798.   DR. D. VENKATESHWAR 

RAO: SHRI      KRISHNA      

KUMAR 

BIRLA :  

SHRI AMAR SINGH: 

Will the Minister of DEFENCE be pleased to 

state : 

fa) whether it is a fact that even after 

fourteen years of recommendations by the high 

level committee for acquisition of advance jet 

trainers, the I AF's training programme continues 

to be handicapped due to lack of such aircrafts; 

(b) if so, what arc the reasons for not 

implementing the recommendations of the high 

level committee; and 

(c) what is the present position regarding 

acquisition of the Advance Jet Trainers for the 

IAF? 

THE MINISTER OF DEFECE (SHRI 

MULAYAM SINGH YADAV) : (a) No, Sir, 

MIG-21 aircraft, a supersonic interceptor, is 

being used for stage-Ill training of the IAF 

fighter pilots. 

(b) and (c) The Government has approved the 

acquisition of AJT for the IAF. Commercial 

negotiations with the shortlisted vendors are in 

progress. Some additional options arc also likely 

to be considered before an appropriate decision is 

taken. 
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Meeting of Indo-US Defence Policy 

Group 

801. SHRI AKHILESH DAS : Will 

the Minister of DEFENCE be pleased to 

state : 

(a) whether it is a fact that the Third 
INDO-US Defence Policy Group meeting 
scheduled for Novermber 5th and 6th 
postponed because of protocol problems; 

(b) if so, the details thereof; 


