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A A Urgent Need to Attend-to problem of
g2 Child Labour in Orissa

SHRI SANATAN BISI (Orissa): [ will take
only-bpe minute, Mr. Chairman.

Sir,:"t'his mention is regarding the problem
of child labour in Orissa. A survey of child
labour conducted by the State Department of
Labour and Employment has identified 2.15
lakh child labour in Orissa; over 20,000 of-
them are in hazardous industries; and only
15,000 of the total child labour are registered
with the National Child Labour Project. A
majority of these children are occupied in
beedi-rolling units and the construction sec-
tor. Under the national Child Labour Project
schemes, children engaged in hazardous oc-
cupations are withdrawn and they are reha-
bilitated in special schools. The present maxi-
mum permissible expenditure per child per
year is insufficient due to the rise in prices.
Further more, The NCLP is at a standstill as
the Central Government has not released the
funds. The instructors and the other staff are
not getting their salaries regularly as a resuit
of which the schools are even closed. There
should be a serious monitoring of the activi-
ties of the special schools. Thank you, Sir.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Now the House ad-
journs till 2.30 p.m.

The House then adjourned for lunch at
nine minutes past one of the clock.

The House reassembled after lunch at thirty
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Resolution 232
nine minutes past two of the clock

The Vice-Chairman (Shri Sanatan Bisi) in
the Chair.

PRIVATE MEMBERS' RESOLUTION

Re: Need to review the electoral
system—contd.

THE  VICE-CHAIRMAN  (SHRI
SANATAN BISI) We will now take up Private
Members' Business (Resohutions) and continue
the discussion on the Resolution moved by Shri
Ramadas Agarwal. Shrimati Urmilaben
Chimanbhai Patel -—— not here. Dr. Ranbir
Singh — not here. Shri Raghavji.
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By educating the people, you make them
aware of their rights. Then they can resist vio-

lation of their rights. It will be a right begin-
ning of the democratic process.
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must capture power, we must win power and
we must retain that power, We must come out
of the viciouse circle if we want to strengthen
the democratic system. Electroal reforms will
automatically follow suit. This is my

submission.
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You have 1o strengthen the democratic in-
stitutions. But, instead of strengthening, we
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By educating the people, you make them.
aware of their rights. Then they can resist vio-
Tation of their right. It will be a right begin-
ning of the demorcratic process.
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L - power and we must retain that power, We
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€ g - want to strengthen the democratic system.
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THE MINISTER OF POWER (SHRI R.
KUMARAMANGALAM): Mr. Vice-Chair-
man, if [ may point out, the issue of compre-
hensive electooral reforms was before this
House more than once.

SHRI NILOTPAL BASU (West Bengal):
Could the Government explain why the Law
Minister is not present here to reply to the
debate?

SHRI MD. SALIM (West Bengal): [ know
that he is Minister of Power, but we are dis-
cussing about misuse of power in the elec-
toral process.

SHRIR. KUMARAMANGALAM: The hon.
Law Minister contacted me in the moming. He
could not make it today. He made a request to
me, since this matter was coming up, that |
should, on his behalf, ....(Interruptions)

THE  VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI
SANATAN BISI): Please speak one by one.

SHRI VIDUTHALAI (VIRUMBI (Tamil
Nadu): Mr. Vice-Chairman, it is already five
o'clock. Can this be continued next fortnight?

VICE CHAIRMAN (SHRI SANATAN
BISI): Eight minutes are there.

SHRI VIDUTHALAI VIRUMBI: I think it
can be continued next fortnight.

THE  VICE-CHAIRMAN  (SHRI
SANATAN BISI): Another eight minutes are
there.

SHRI MD. SALIM: Has the Secretariat or
the Chairman received a request from the Law
Minister?

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI SANATAN
BISI): Iam just enquiring about it.

SHRI O. RAJAGOPAL (Madhya Pradesh):
Mr. Vice-Chairman, this can be carried to
another day. ... (Interruptions)
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SANATAN BISI): 1 am enquiring from the

Secretariat,
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SHRI RAMDAS AGARWAL (Rajasthan)
Sir, I submit let the Hon. Minister....
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SHRIR. KUMARAMAN GALAM: Sir, 1
would not stand up to speak without author-
ity. That I can assure. Chitthi will come.

SHRI VIDUTHALALI S. VIRUMBI: Sir,
some more Members want to speak on the sub-
ject.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI
SANATAN BISI): First let me get clarifica-
tion about the letter, about the point of order
raised. I am enquiring about the letter. Unless
and unitl it is there...

SHRI R. KUMARAMANGALAM: Sir, to
the best of my knowledge the letter has been
set to the Chairman, Rajya Sabha by the hon.
Minister for Law, Shri M. Thambi Durai, and
a copy of it has been endorsed to the Minister
of Parliamentary Affairs and a copy to me.
Therefore, by now it should have come here.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI
SANATAN BISI): So, it has been sent to the
Chairman.

SHRI MD. SALIM: Sir, it is a collective
responsibilty. If the other Minister is piloting
instead of the Law Minister, | do not have any
objection. The question is that the secretary
have received it in advance.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI
SANATAN BISI): Let us believe what the hon.
Minister has stated.

SHRI R. KUMARAMANGALAM: I can
produce the copy endorsed to me. The copy
that should be with the Chairman, Rajya
Sabha, I cannot produce.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI
SANATAN BISI): That is all. Mr Minister, you
can go ahead now.
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SHRI R. KUMARAMANGALAM: Sir, if
another Member wants to speak on the sub-
ject, he should be permitted to speak.

SHRI VIDUTHALAI S. VIRUMBI: Sit, it
is 5 O'clock now. Some moe Members want to
speak on it. Why can't you extend the time?

SHRI MD. SALIM: This is a good pro-
posal.

SHRI NILOTPAL BASU: Sir, I have no
objection. But, Sir this was discussed earlier.
Actually the Members, who were allotted time
for the next day, their time goes. (Inrerrup-
tions)

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN SHRI
SANATAN BISI): Let us go one by one. It has
been stated by the Minister that so far as this
Resolution is concemed, he was going to re-
ply. Prior to that there was no other Member
left to speak. (Interruptions) Please do not
speak without taking my permission. I am set-
tling the matter.
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I am not going to allow. When I have al-
ready asked the Minister to reply, I am not
going to adjourn the discussion on the Reso-
lution. I have already called the Minister. Mr
Minister, please.

SHRI R. KUMARAMANGALAM: Sir, a
couple of things need to be cleared despite the
Chair's ruling on the matter.

One is, it is not the first time that I am in
this House as a Minister. Normally when the
Minister says he has been requested and a
communication has been sent, written proof
is never normally asked for, because we are
taken on our face value. But, however, ] note
that there is a new etiquette coming into be-
ing, Therefore, a written proof has been intro-
duced.

I am sorry, but this is the situation. There-
fore, 1 would rather go to the points. Some
more Members have sought an opportunity to
speak on this important matter. If they want to
do so, I am willing to wait and intervene the
next day because after I complete my inter-
vention, normally, the procedure is that the
Mover of the Resolution replies. Therefore, if
any other Member feels, if Chair feels...

[RATYA SABHA]

Resolution , 286
THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI
SANATAN BISI): No, I have not allowed him.

SHRIR. KUMARAMANGALAM: Okay,
Sir. If  may point out, the Mover of the Reso-
lution, Shri Ramdas Agarwalji, has very clearly
stated a few points which I would like to
clarify.

SHRI NARENDRA MOHAN (Uttar
Pradesh): Mr. Vice-Chairman, Sir it is just a
request. Our new Member wants to speak.
After all, only one minute is left.

SHRI MD. SALIM: He is a new Member.
He is an old Member of this House.

SHRI VIDUTHALALI S. VIRUMBL: If the
House desires, we can continue the debate on
the Resolution.

..(Interruptions)...

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI
SANATAN BISI): Please allow the House to
function.

SHRI R. KUMARAMANGALAM:
Among the points that have been raised, the
hon. Mover of the Resolution has raised com-
prehensively various points. The first of the
important points which he has raised is dona-
tions to political parties by companies and
other persons. He has suggested that it should
be made through a cheque and persons giving
donations should not be harassed by the In-
come Tax Department. Earlier this issue was
considered by the Dinesh Goswami Commit-
tee. They favoured a complete ban on dona-
tions by companies. This issuc was linked to
the State funding of elections which was an
issue to be considered. The Committee on
State Funding of Elections is headed by Shri
Indrajit Gupta, hon. Member of the other
House. This Committee is examining the is-
sue of State funding of elections and other re-
lated matters. They would be making their rec-
ommendations by the end of August, 1998.
Thereafter the recommendations made by the
Committee would be put up before an all-party
forum, leaders of all political parties. I can
assure the House and hon. Members that sug-
gestions made by the Member would be kept
in view when a decision is taken on this issue.

He also suggested that if a person elected
on the ticket of a party decides to leave that
party, then, his seat should be treated as auto-
matically vacated. This is a provision that
deals with anti-defection law. At the present



287 Private Members' [3 JULY 1998] Resolution 288

moment, the situation in the anti-defection law over. The House stands adjourned till 11.00

does not need to be spelt out. But this would A.M. on Monday, the 6th July, 1998.
have 10 be dealt with not really as part of the

electoral reform process, but more as part of

the anti-defection law which is a post-electoral Tl'w House then adjourned. at eight

form process minutes past five of the clock till eleven

re : of the clock on Monday, the 6th July,
THE  VICE-CHAIRMAN  (SHRI 1998.

SANATAN BISI): Mr. Minister, your time is



