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SPECIAL MENTIONS
Flood Situation in Kerala

SHRI M. J. VARKEY MATTATHIL
(Kerala): Mr. Vice-Chairman, Sir, I
thank you for giving me this opportunity
to speak. This is my maiden speech in
this august House. I thought that I would

- be able to make a very pleasant maiden

speech. I just came back from Kerala by
five o’ clock flight. The people of Kerala
are really bereaved due to the air acci-
dent at the Cochi airport. Secondly, the
flood situation in Kerala is worsening
every day. The south west monsoon has
set in about two months back and the
torrential rain for the last twenty-four
hours and the continuous rains over the
last few days have caused a great damage
to the properties in the State. So many
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human lives have been lost. With your
permission, may I read out the actual
report of what has happened in Kerala?

The south-west monsoon has been vig-
orous in most parts of the State during
the last few weeks. As a result of heavy
rain, storm, land-slides, land slips etc.
there have been a heavy loss of human
lives. The loss to agriculture will also
come to scveral crores of rupees. The
public properties worth crores of rupees

have been lost. So far, 85 human lives

have been lost and 206 persons have been
injured due to natural calamities. I don’t
want to go into the details because I have
already given copies of that.

A total number of 1232 houses have
been fully damaged and 1783 houses have
been partially damaged. The damage on
this account is estimated to be about Rs.
1545 lakhs. During this monsoon season
53 relief camps have been opened and
1188 families have been sheltered in the
camps; 179 families are still living in the
relief camps. Food, clothing and medical
assistance is being given to the families
living in the relief camps.

Heavy landslide has taken place in
Pathenamthitta, Idukki and Kannur Dis-
tricts. As a result of the landslide in
Pethanamthitta District, three persons
have lost their lives and six persons have
been injured. Three houses along with
the house sites have been washed away in
the landslide in Seethathode of
Pathanamthitta District. Acres of agricul-
tural land have been washed away. This
land has become unsuitable for cultiva-
tion. One PWD road the day before
yesterday has been completely washed
away and the traffic is not going through.
In Idukki District, one person died due
to landslide and three persons were in-
jured. Acres of land have been affected,
Sir. One bridge on national highway No.
49 has been damaged. In Kannur Dis-
trict, landslide has taken place in
Kanichor of Thalassery Taluk. The road
traffic  through
thoavady road has become impossible. In
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all tnese places relief aperations are going
on.

A huge loss to agricultural sector has
also taken place. Crops like rubber, plan-
tain, paddy, coconut etc. have been dam-
aged causing a loss of crores of rupees.
The preliminary information received
show that the State has suffered a loss of
at least 50 crores of rupees since May 31.
The actual loss is being assessed by the
Agriculture Department. Assistance will
be given to the victims after completing
the assessment.

A large scale sea erosion has taken
place in Kollam, Alappuzha, Ernakulam,
Trissur, Malappuram, Kozhikode,
Kasaragod Districts rendering 1395
families homeless. Sea walls have been
washed away and damaged in these Dis-
tricts, besides the coastal roads. The Irri-
gation and Public Works Departments
are assessing the loss in this regard.
Massive damages have taken place to the
rural roads and the PWD roads. Several
village roads and major roads in the
Districts have become so damaged that
the traffic has to be diverted. There
would be a loss of at least 200 crores of
rupees. My respected colleague, Ra-
jagopalji, is sitting here. He is also from
Kerala. Sir, 1 have just come from
Cochin by the evening flight. The people,
especially the poor people living in the
coastal arcas and in the hill areas, are
suffering badly. I request the Govern-
ment of India, through you, Mr. Vice-
Chairman, to render whatever help that
is possible to the people of Kerala. Sir, it
is my maiden speech. Thank you very
much for hearing me. I hope the Govern-

" ment will consider my appeal.

SHRI O. RAJAGOPAL (Madhya
Pradesh): Sir, 1 would like to associate
myself with the views expressed by Shni
Mattathil. It is a matter for consideration.

SHRI A. VIJAYA RAGHAVAN
(Kerala): Sir, 1 am associating myself
with the views expressed by my collea-
gue. The people of Kerala are quite
accustomed with the rainy season. The
Government should send a Central team
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to Kerala to assess the things and to give |
immediate relief. The problem is the.
terrain of Kerala is different. ...(interrup-
tions)... Unless a team from the Centre
goes there and makes the assessment, the
Central Government won’t give the as-
sistance. The terrain in Kerala is different
because within 24 hours the water will
reach the sea. That problem is there. So,
immediate relief should be given. Second-
ly, regarding the assistance to be given to
the families of those who had died, in
Guijarat, a gesture was shown, during the
natural calamities, in Gujarat, the victims
had been given money from the Prime
Minister’s Relief Fund. My humble ‘sub-
mission is that assistance should be given
from the Prime Minister’s Relief Fund to
the victims of the flood in Kerala also.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI
SANATAN BISI): Shri Poulose—not
here. Shri Ahammed Haji—not here.
Shri Lajpat Rai—not here. Sardar Bal-
winder Singh Bhundar—not here. Shri .
Dara Singh Chauhan.

Alleged misuse of C.B.I. by central
government to frame social workers and
political leaders in false cases
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