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bouring State; it is not too far away from
where I live. So, I will not ignore it so
quickly. But I am sure that as soon as the
main transmission link to Bangalore from
IRMA is set up, the problem will be
solved. I hope that by the next
year,...(Interruptions).(;,Link takes a long
time. We are talking of traversing some-
thing like 1,500 kms. of new lines. It
cannot be done overnight. But we will do
it to see that a permanent connection is
given.

Madam, we have about 2,000- MW
surplus in the North-Eastern region.
For various reasons, the generation
in the North-Eastern region has gone up.
But we are not able to push that power
to the rest of India because the national
grid and the inter-state links are not
complete. But it is my hope that by the
turn of the century, we will be able to
move it to various States. This year we
have moved 2,000 MW of power amongst
various regions. By next year we should
be able to do 4,000 to 5,000 MWs, It is
my belief that the problem can be addres-
sed. But I would seek the co-operation of
this House. The Members should feel
free to tell me where there are problems
and they should join me in fighting this
mafia which controls the power sector.
Thank you.

SHRI GURUDAS DAS GUPTA:
Madam, a very important question
arises....

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (MISS
SAROJ KHAPARDE): There is a Cal-
ling Attention on this subject next Thurs-
day. At that time, you can raise all these
things and the Minister will reply.... (In-
terruptions)

SHRI GURUDAS DAS GUPTA:
Madam, just a minute. The situation in
Delhi appears to be much worse than
what it appears to us. There is an admis-
sion of this by the Minister. We praise
the Midister for making an open confes-
sion. 1 thank him for that.... (/nterrup-
tions)
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SHRI TRILOKI NATH CHATUR-
VEDI (Uttar Pradesh): He is taking you
into confidence.

SHRI GURUDAS DAS GUPTA: 1
thank him for that. While thanking him, 1
would like to know how many months it
will take to put the things in order in
Delhi.

THE  VICE-CHAIRMAN  (MISS
SAROJ KHAPARDE): He will reply to
your questions next Thursday.

Now, we have to continue the discus-
sion on the Government Motion and
Railway Budget. We shall take it up after
the lunch break.

I adjourn the House for lunch tiil 2.10
p.m.

The Housc then adjourned for lunch at
cight minutes past two of the clock.

The House reassembled after lunch at
twelve minutes past two of the clock,

The Vice-Chairman, Shri John F. Fernan-
des, in the Chair.

THE  VICE-CHAIRMAN  (SHRI
JOHN F. FERNANDES): Now, we will
resume the debate on General Discussion
on Railways.

I. Motion Re. Status Paper on
Railways: Some Issues and Options

II. The Budget (Railways), 1998-99
(Contd.)
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THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI
JOHN F. FERNANDES): Katariaji, you
hetter conclude because you have already
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taken ten minutes today plus you had
taken three minutes yesterday.

SHRI VIRENDRA KATARIA: Sir, 1
had taken two minutes yesterday and
three-four minutes today.

THE  VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI
JOHN F. FERNANDES): You can take
only seven minutes because your party
has seven speakers.

SHRI VIRENDRA KATARIA: 1
would try, Sir. Kindly bear with me for a
few more minutes.

arfq Y e, oF oW YA § R o
@ Y, o o = oAy o R,
ol TRl 3 wgara B ¥ R A S
AR Tt T A W e &
e e =Y A e W § o e
B 39 39 W, 39 09 } & vl [ o
¥, zmd st &, Al o @ sk Sewnt w4
act gt Ik e b W
Fih-Far B Roel-RA 37 ot ¥ ) 39 R
ez 8 § ok =l st % 42 R 3w
g 8@ ¢ S o W T g o
# ToEn SR Bd ¥ 9w W T & pdde
Et g a2 R A W R Re
wa ? 3 Ga W Al e da @
& W N g A W A O WA g qE
&t aa ¥ e e F e T & e
M ¥ T uF G , O e e }
i 9= e A WA 3 W e s
7@ U ot A ¥ S @ i At R 1
A I ¥, e W § I, A Tl o
TR, A H aftfan A oW R F A i
A @ SaeTe aeede o Wi o T
g & g WARS Wl | qd g ¢ R
ol fifre o Yo R A 2 I W
s frln 8, 5 0 W-oRA SRRy T REe
R ? ot A g 3 Bd § Rgge +0
o F9 {2, ¥ I quRwan 0 AE@ g
5 9 ke TR W R o e o
QA © ¥, 0 e B s e form # sl
ERCIEC R I E o
s @ i o Wit S T W EegE # T
3 R fufret A FARE A ¥, @ W0
tad o m s AEe d o g

[RAJYA SABHA]

{Railways), 1988-89 276

LECHCCRE CREZo I i I B
freR & oo @@ & @i f, o f w9
13 R T frd vl 31| G # S oo
2 R, TR WE ¥ Wy We) ¥ fou
g & wa ey ¥ o, T § W
Jet ¥ fom 99 T@ A A e e
@ R o fam o wO W YW s
A oF W WO R T T v R
@ g 3R o o) e @ ug T 3
B SEmz B o & R e % Am o Y
WE e Fifes G % ITARE H GAS 3
o e gF F o 3 T R, ER fegem
RN B Wt A W T R i W
g e & X W TR va T W W
& W & ok S PR @ 9 ¥ A oo
qem § WER A 7w A § B o &
g o fen W e sema A sk @
fr s 3R wREw ® T W AW
¢ R e fad 30 feeiniier @ &, =)
FEHAM R RN A
% & 9 & forg dmen, ¥ g W o
ae T dE W R Y Yo W owaa ¥
g | o W A feeris 8 W o R
§ IR A WHA, T AR W G, T
IR 1 G, 9 FER T A, qE 9]
3w A v e W & e
st u A 3 el B firenht | A S ge
wgiea, fele o age %@ W@ 1w AW
iy &% ghd W e A Ao § T
I 7% — TR F Jmen = g SH R
& W T T @ ol wepweit  Iwy
o9 W el wEh ¥ — 4w 90 e, W@
A TR 8 o 1, W fegER & Gk
&aRtizn v ¥ gy i ok fe¥a & fau
7F wga EH @ woft) § ek wem @
wER § F awa ¢ O # SR .
i 3@ o 7 @ o B F e W @
FRige 7€ R o ww | ¥ el 7 Fe
% § % A femige @ FE fE s sk
R U FH R AR B W F R e
% & T F W wE A &1 Wi ad
R a9 I & N uiREE % W @ S W
=R e R, g e W e
ag W e B W A, He A A b g
W o @ o W@ A e oot



277 The Budget

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI
JOHN F. FERNANDES): Please con-
clude.

SHRI VIRENDRA KATARIA: | will
take only two minutes.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI
JOHN F. FERNANDES): You have al-
ready taken tem minutes. Please con-
clude. There are seven specakers from
your party and they will suffer for want
of time. -

#f fx wf: @ =% fog Rt =
T AR AW A FR IR 4 f5 18 Hix
Y w W T A e @ Il @ wReR R
%y dw el ol weh sk
w frgam & g 3 @) el & dem
g | AR g T N W W d
i o ot o A AR waew A fak sl
o aod ¢ s wiEm A arh sk TR T d
F fom 7 o ) w0 =g ww ¥ I
R T8 weh 8, o T o v € & qf
o T EE W R, R d e #
e R Al B o ) oy R ¥ e
TR o A W R & W ) s
e } I gaeW w1 Fga § 6 wiae
3 ¥R I wig T TR R I A R wES
& wfgy sk Reelt ¥ wiew Wkt @&
aoFh afeq | ek Tk A o ol T FEw
awm § R W e = feew § o
agam ¥ 76 wgd ©Q @ e 8, W IR
Raern i &1 & 7% e e § R I
W e TR S Wl @, wie
Frawed A 97 gar 3N Bb wR arl afe
e T 3R FE wwn § fe 9w @ W
e e @ iR % e @ @
B % The Budget is silent on what
facilities it will provide. Yo = W
Ffedt wem w0 =fee, 3¢ 38 § W wn
G M o @ o 8 W 3w @ O
e gmeead?, s R AEY
T I ¢, Wl 92 @ e ) S
g A R TR W F W W
TER AN T I e e W d ¥
TR Tl T9eEt T &dl 8| We want basic

amenitics in thosc trains which are al-

[4 JUNE, 1998]

(Railways), 1988-89 278

" ready running. 3R S ¥ g TR R
® e e A ¥ o A9 W ¢,
o WYL R R SR
xR A I v ¥ v g, T R
a9 2y ¥ @ w0 wew A T R &
fr ofF a9 @R wawd 5 R we A
R S wan o1 SRt & Rea Y ad e
m oh R TR wRE 2 T fe
@ R @ HE s @ o wE @
G ¥ ¥AEA? What facilities are you
going to give? ¥ & yr 7l ¥, Wl 74 §,
g NI [ o
T R faee qu 99 W @ M fR
o tE wee df, I8 T @ e g
| fehel @ R Y W W W e R
U T 2 3 W ¥ e 3, S e
t 3 weafri W ¥, foeh & w1 TR @
o o § o w3 o Wy HRE e
:«aawtmmmt,mm
?

meE, § e wda wifs A e
a9 43 Iy, § 33 A W & TorE Feom
B o 7§ 9 dfag o W e A XD
FERE Fufade €, o faen ¥ s 9w
3% Ffg | W Tore FRE | [ A
¢ o @ wErR Raekedl ¥, warR w8,
fcge Caehdive e 3 am w0 ¢ ol 3B
A % e X o qod RR-RR Y, AR
fes, foumids e @ o= @ R
TR, ITE A W FRA gEl oA § e
Ren o @ S8l Amn A ¥ W TR A
< frm 9w, a@ o0 R fafe www @
e 81 v avER § fR o gf de
e #e o8 @ a0+ N RER T @

30| o wge-aga Qe

.o

‘el (ﬁ’),e:—/;@ﬂ'r
95::’ VrTombeolre 2 12
DALy al - TT s U710
Slperbd |5 Wt 2

[ |Transliteration in Arabic Script




279 The Budget |IRAJYA $ABHA] (Railways), 1988-89 280

M/ﬁvu,/@ﬂ/ﬂ_wd (5
o Wt sl Cap el v

Frs, o/b/’e;bbo)a;

W 27 ‘41"%
ft’nﬂ/;ﬂ/éﬂ/ﬂ?’—w‘}/ A a;,‘_{,{?%ﬂ%

ol (/W///leb/d)f u// fk—%i-ba//(/,;é};'/
‘-*”fz,{/?d/ﬂfs&/*&rf‘( - ﬁzﬁv/wwf@wa}w
LSl %’Uw’ d// /u‘,«:l:ﬂ)/u% y
4ee /[,7&’-&-//,:;//\,.1 ;ﬂ (’/{O‘/]V L«/(/’{_})/);f:l?d){
O)MIWL)/&,U// \ &U/JWU‘JU’L‘?
fc,{ﬁ))‘ 4})~¢r‘2/?/z~d{¢’ﬂ ;l J//Mf—(/(, Zw/’//«J Al J A
- aﬁf//yc/;a;(p‘/ubu ) ,24?', ol 2]

Sor) W emgl &t bﬂ?Vgag’. ' WMJ’Q/Q,H’M‘.‘!’
u”)"u,ufw,»/gp)(»/wu’" | ‘_;//»’}/Ww)/u/)’

£y U)(;J'Afv/,y‘”_ﬂ'(/ %p,VJUJQ”)L'yL"—”»’U
il M /Wc/ pos | -ado w;%»’/a//f
e Ml%bt/m Ly 2o” /;wu/ cars U.»‘”J/)’v
[~ | U’/"”‘”"/OI/J a2 3t s,

Provision for cxtended railway services 3 W V“""’f"-’"'{

- Gp Syttt /u/a//u/jZU’e”
M{/‘«f/w’ww ot
s a(a ) o | D=t MJ/J//’
,%L/(yl/ L,//“ui(/'u’i /u“‘”’f/"b" //
uzu//uua)/ Pl | vaﬂ;/d’/ S
My/uﬂjf//w/‘//oub ‘l ;LV/// %(//“‘1/]/"‘2;‘
BT | FAFEE sieb-cn

%—
ot o U)uljo:’co‘ b | gided/ '/u/w/
Z " \ M%WJM//V’/

V| [ Transliteration m Arabi ¢ Seript

o+ il ot




281 The Budger

Vo i) i sl Cpar

”/)ZJ’Q:(AZJO“O’/&J@ V%ﬁﬂ

/

uufg/w/ ot L7 e
o me;g,wgm’ 7z |
W2 T P '-‘z’v/cr")?“" /
UU/}/WDQ?,’ Gl ,
R |
P /.agbb;/w/you)/ /
Z %’o"g_/c/f Tty |
uf/(;' wloigloz ot Q‘/“
PPl |
o)/f&/C/’ 5/ F L7 o
YIS
PEPE P et ol
Pri e nsifl
0Ly %blﬂwﬁ) 43
%—ly //’u/o"(r“' J// /c#
Ft /d/)a?)’) ' it
ngo’/&d“’j
c///))éf-v@/cr"’ 4

i Sl ey

|

Much has beep said
ing the freight in thiy

~4/L4_,

about not increas-
Budges,

|
{
:

f4 JUNE,

P

._w%f

1698 adways), jusg.a N9 282

T Z@kt_/,/cf.:‘%/ e
Vesripis S
£, ety vy Wradl,
“ it Mo o
ool , ¢ oL’w/uz-Juza)
[-: 2,7

Your rates are 50 Figh thar they are

Ot competitive,
et ifte, w oy
K«-"/—_’"J by P"’d»/z:"j;l)
257, u/o)[-‘/"".u“’ A
&Uw%—m»/&? ,/o" o
V/“),U- %LJ( ¢ L"/
b oy u//uf/b’ fa
L IL ) st
¥, o 5)/[.),;0’4 (pf’
A rtn /cf /46@9/ r¥
'/4_,;’.)‘—-494-*: - %{o)[/,‘
TR 4%:{
by %&;}a > ur i g
i 1 Lao;{/,u‘g.)
[P /lé/ -t e
Lt_.u/.—.«/(/‘(_,/ o/ uﬁ
// = uﬂ/,/‘%c?%ﬂ,w
cr“'f"cﬂ"/é /owdéfr



283 The Budget

S L.J/JJ/)U““’U”
u""/cr"’&'i//do/"""’
ﬁLWO//M/&aM
L_..u/,v/A Lfb%/,u/(/‘
u 0,, S (/////J""‘Il
G‘ ,’l/ /U/O’/“’/' oI/ Z1
u—?ﬁ’///d d-—)’//
S L ) ;—/(//’I
&gpk(,/wu/,/&u
o el o7y
//u/)ku/cp‘/owl
A7 %@)L‘Vf @/)‘*’ &
ALF At EPLst
/W)L,;éu/'%
L
L// ,,,g,‘_,.//o Cf//
u—"/&«uﬁf‘/u’"f/éw
opl /,,/&JL/LJ %L}lﬂ/)’
gt 4t
: Lj’ﬁbsus’f"‘ﬂ(/" bter)
w‘((//dj Vo Wz pSl
c/;’u"”/ fu/c/{-/jj
//))a «-// eAle ‘?"JJIJO"
- {,{L’L/)c/;/)d//o“ g
eﬂ:’ Gl lely “‘L““’"’ﬁ
,»wag,t,bb/

[RAJIYA SABHA]

(Railways), 1988-89 284

'/ e ,.JU))/;/ Vo btz

_/ S DL ¥2 by

L. ;&/)J(/‘/ ) O“/ Sl
Uulra/cd/ u;// Vorcert b
G Tt pt G el e
Fewt by ord

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI
JOHN F. FERNANDES): Kataria ji, you
better conclude because you have already
taken ten minutes today plus you had
taken three minutes yesterday.

SHRI VIRENDRA KATARIA: Sir, |
had taken two minutes yesterday and
three-four minutes today.

THE  VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI
JOHN F. FERNANDES): You can take
only seven minutes because your party
has seven speakers.

SHR! VIRENDRA KATARIA: [
would try, Sir. Kindly bear with me for a
few more minutes.
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THE  VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI
JOHN F. FERNANDES): Please con-
clude.
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SHRI VIRENDRA KATARIA: I will
take only two minutes.
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THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI
JOHN F. FERNANDES): You have al-
ready taken tem minutes. Please con-
clude. There are seven speakers from
your party and they will suffer for want
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The Budget is silent on what facilities it
will provide.
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We want basic amenitics in those trains
which are already running.

*SHRI N. THALAVAI SUNDARAM
{Tamil Nadu): Mr. Vice-Chairman, Sir, 1
thank you for providing me this
opportunity to take part in the discussion
on Railway Budget. First of all, [ thank
the Union Government for favourably
considering the demands of our leader,
General Secretary of AIADMK, Dr.
Puratchi Thalaivi, by allocating rupees

199 crores for railway projects in Tamil
Nadu.

*English translation of the original speech
deliver =\ in Tamil,
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Now, 1 come to certain  specific
projects. For laying of new line between
Karur and Salem, 15 crores rupees have
been allocated. T must say this amount is
very less. More funds should be allocated
for speedy execution of work. For
Dindugal-Trichy broad gauge conversion,
rupees 61.5 crore have been allocated.
For Trichy—Chennai Beach broad gauge
conversion, the  allocation i1s 82 crore
rupecs. These proejets are expected to be

,completed in the current financial year
itsclf. 1 have an appeal to make to
Hon’ble Railway Minister, Shri Ram
Naik. Many of us, coming from the
-southern tip of Tamil Nadu do not have
adequate train facilities. If these projects
are completed in the current financial
year, the people of entire Tamil Nadu
would be benefitied. This will alo be
fulfilment of one of the demands of our
leader, Dr. Puratchi Thalaivi. The
Government are fulfilling our demands
one after the other. If the BG line
conversion work is completed in Tamil
Nadu sooner than later, it will link
Kashmir and Kanniyakumari benefiting
pcople across the country.

Sir, the passenger ameniuies provided
on Chennai—Coimbatore scctor are not
satisfactory. Even the Railway employees
working on this sector have lot of
complaints. So, it would be ideal to set
up a Divisional office at Salem. Since,
Salem is centrally placed between Kerala
and karnataka, it serves as a transit link
of all the three statcs. Setting up of a
*Divisional Office at Salem will improve
passenger amenities and help solve the
problems of Rai]wa.y’ employces. Sir
,there is an important line between
Vilupuram and Chennai. This should be
electrified at the carliest to reduce travel
time and unnecessary delay. On
Chennai—Thirunelveli route, there is
only one train which leaves Chennai at
4.15 p.m. and reaches Kanniyakumari the
next day around 10.30—11 A.M. So, I
appeal to the Hon’ble Railway Minister
to introduce at lcast one more train
between Chennai and kanniyakumari.
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Mr. Vice-Chairman, Sir, Nagercoil is
an important point in south Tamil Nadu.
But, between Nagercoil and Bombay, we
have only three trains a week. This is not
cnough. Trains should be run on all the
days of a week. I also appeal to the
Railway Minister to start these trains
from  Kanniyakumari, instead of
Nagercoil.

Sir, the Budget proposcs construction
of 7 overbridges. If constructed without
delay, it will be of great help to the
people of Tamil Nadu. A new line has
been proposed between Madurai and
Kottayam. I hope the work will be taken
up very soon Madurai-Rameswaram®
KoRam-Thirunelveli-Thiruchendur line is
proposed to be converted into broad
guage. But I don’t find any fund
allocation for this project. I wish to say
that our state of Tamil Nadu needs morc
allocation of funds. In case of Kerala,
they have sufficient trains.
Thiruvananthapuram railway station is
unable to accommodate all the trains
originating and terminating there. So, I
appeal to the Hon’ble Railway Minister
to divert some of these trains to start and
terminate  at Kanniyakumari  and
Nagercoil. (Time bell rings).

SHRI N. THALAVAI SUNDARAM:

One more minute, Sir.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI
JOHN F. FERNANDES): Only one
minute.

SHRI N. THALAVAI SUNDARAM:
I am thankful to the Government for
allocating rupees 199 crores for Tamil
Nadu respecting thec demands of our
leader, Goddess of our hearts, Dr.
Puratchi Thalaivi.

Sir, thousands of people are travelling
by different trains to various parts of the
country every day from Delhi. Hon’ble
Members recommend emergency quota
of berths in trains to the needy persons.
But most often the request is ‘not
complied with. We have been telling this
repeatedly in the Housc. I request the
Hon’ble Minister, to look into this matter
and sct things right. Even in Chennai and
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Madurai, we face the same problem. I
am sure the Hon’ble Minister, Shri Ram
Naik will take necessary action on the
matter. The railway proejcts for
Nagercoil should get adequate allocation
of funds.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI
JOHN F. FERNANDES): Please
conclude. You are taking the time of Mr.
Muthumani. Otherwise, I have no
objection.

SHRI N. THALAVAI SUNDARAM:
Yes, yes, 1 am concluding. Sir, I once
again thank the Government for
sanctioning several railway projects and
also for allocating rupees 199 crores for
Tamil Nadu in response to the demands
of our leader, Dr. Puratchi Thalaivi.
Thank you.

SHRI H. HANUMANTHAPPA
(Karnataka): Mr. Vice-Chairman, Sir,
there was no direct interpretation into
English. It was interpreted first into one
language and then into English.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI
JOHN F. FERNANDES): It is because
the hon. member was very fast. I also
could not follow him fully. I think, the
interpreters could not catch up with him.
He was faster than the Rajdhani Express.

SHRI H. HANUMANTHAPPA: Sir.
the point is that Tamil is not
simultaneously interpreted into English
and Hindi. First it is interpreted into
Hindi and then into English. So, many
points are missed in this process. There
should be an  arrangement for
simultaneous interpretation. It is said that
there is simultaneous interpretation
....(Interruptons)....

SHRI N. THALAVAI SUNDARAM:
1 would like to bring to the notice of the
House, if there are more than two
interpreters then there is no problem.
....(Interruptions]....

THE  VICE-CHAIRMAN  (SHRI
JOHN F. FERNANDES): I think, you
can write to the Chairman. And next
time when you speak in Tamil, be very
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slow, s0 that they can follow you
....(Interruptions)....

SHRI H. HANUMANTHAPPA: This
is a policy matter. We interpret in all
regional languages. In the bulletin it is
said that there is simulteneous
interpretation. But, unfortunately Tamil
is first interpreted into one language and
then the second iliterpreter takes it from
that language. We do not have
simultaneous interpretation into Hindi

and English. This system should be

corrected.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI
JOHN F. FERNANDES): Mr.
Hanumanthappa, I have said, let the hon.
Member write to the Chairman. Let us
not waste the time of the house. Mr.
Solanki, please begin.

SHRI GOPALSINH G. SOLANKI
(Gujarat): Thank you, Sir. 1 rise to
support the Railway Budget because it is
an anti-inflationary Budget. I am not
going to refer to particular figures
because almost all the speakers have
referred to all the figures which have
been mentioned both in the budget and
the Status Paper on Railways. But, at the
same time, I would again say that it is an
anti-inflationary Budget. 1 would like to
find out at the outset of the Budget that
the freight charges are not increased in
this Budget. They have not attempted to
touch the freight charges. They increase
the passenger fare. It is a question of
individual. 1 do agree, so far as the
increase in passenger fare is concerned, it
is highly increased. But, at the same time
there is an exemption on freight charges
which has prevented inflation, which
might have affected the prices of essential
commodities. It has prevented rise in
prices. Therefore, I commend this point.
We find many things, such as, medical
facilities have been provided to
passengers. Another notable point is that
a fund of Rs. 4,000 crores is going to be
saved by extending the retirement age of
employees from 58 years to 60 years.
This fund is diverted to planning section,
thereby the nation will progress. So, this
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point is also very much commendable.
Not only this, in the administration of
trains th¢ hon. Minister has understood
the difficulties which have been faced by
the common class of people in regard to
reservation. They have introduced a new
system with 24 coaches. They are going
in for it. Of course, the trains would be
very much long, and there would be
problems, so far as platform s
concerned. Cleaning of trains would also
be a problem. This system will decrease
the hardship of the common people,
those who do not get accommodation.

Then the medical facilities which have
been introduced alongwith the shoe-shine
boy is also commendable. And the
notable point which attracts the attention
of the common class, particularly the
senior citizens, is that they have been
offered concessions from 25 per cent to
30 per cent. This is also a good system,
The refund of money was a problem for
those people who were buying tickets
from one station. They had to get.refund
from the same station. Now the system
has been improved. The refund can be

obtained from any station from among
the zones. So, this will enable people to

get their refund easily.

In the last para of the budget they have
introduced a Sports Promotion Board. It
is in paras 57 and 79. It is about Sports
Control Board. 1 would like to make a
mention about this point. Of course, the
ministry has tried to encourage the
sportsmen throughout the nation. But to
this particular Board, 1 would like to
suggest that if sportsmen are going to be
recruited in the respective Divisions,
particularly in the respective states, then
the sportsmen of the State-level should
be given chances. They cannot be invited
from Kerala to Gujarat or from Kerala to
Bombay. So, with this particular system
all the States will be able to decrease the
unemployment at the Statec level. And
the educated sportsmen will also be
encouraged State-wise.

Then, Sir, 1 would like to make some
suggestions in the manner my other
friends have made so far as their region is
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concerned. From Bombay to Ahmedabad
there is a traffic problem. The Railways
has made a survey for a third line from
Virar to Ahmedabad via Cambay. This
has not been taken into consideration. 1f
this line is introduced, it can decrease the
traffic at Baroda, Surat and Ahmedabad.
There is a Division, that is the Baroda
Division. You will be surprised to know
that out of 58 Divisions in India, so far as
Railway is concerned, this is the only
Division which is paying the highest
profit, that is, 800 crores of rupees. You
will be surprised to know that this
Division has been allotted just 80 crores
of rupees so far as development is
concerned, plan money is concerned.

THE  VICE-CHAIRMAN  (SHRI
JOHN. F. FERNANDES): Your
speakers will have six minutes each. You
have already consumed six minutes.
(interruptions). You conclude it now.

SHRI GOPALSINH G. SOLANKI: I
will switch over to my problem. So, I
would like to take up those problems. So
far as survey is concerned, we have been
demanding a Godhra-Lonavala-Modasa-
Abu Road line which will also decrease
the traffic. Since the track in between
Ratlam and Baroda has been utilised to
the tune of 132 per cent heavy traffic is
there. We have demanded many times
that Baroda-Ratlam train should be
introduced. And one direct train from
Dohad to Ahmedabad should be there
because my State consists of mostly
Adivasis. Most of the Adivasis migrate
during the month of Diwali and Junc,
that is, from November to June, for
labour works in the Northern part of
Gujarat. People have to travel by one
train from Dahod to Baroda; and by
another train from Baroda to
Ahmedabad. There is no direct train.
The Railways have nothing to do. They
have to spent just Rs. 5—10 lakhs in
order to have a diversion from Anand
Platform so that from Dahod to Godhra
and from Godhra to Ahmedabad via
Anand, two trains €uld be introduced.
The Railways do not have to introduce
any new train. There are trains running
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between Anand and Godhra. They havc
to be just extended.

Another thing is: the Railways have
begun to allow private ticketing centres,
with some computers and other things.
But I am sorry to point out that the
appointment of such agents has not been
made according to the norms that have
been prescribed in the tender or in the
application invited by the Railways.
People have been favoured like anything.
This is so, particularly, in Baroda,
Ahmedabad and Mumbai. Therefore, I
suggest that a scrutiny should be made in
this regard; particularly, in respect of
Baroda. I am cocksure of this thing. T do
not want to name anybody.

Then, Sir, I have a suggestion to make,
in the interest of the second class
travelling public. We find that therc is
always heavy rush. The second class
passengers are generally dissatisfied.
There is a demand for additional quota
from every station. This is, cspccially, so
in respect of Mumbai, Ahmcdabad,
Baroda and Delhi. (Interruptions) What |
would suggest is this. When we arc
celebrating the Golden Jubilce of our
Independence, we can start a train
between these cities, linking Declhi. After
every express train, there could be onc
train, with only sitting accommodation.
Pcople would be prepared 1o travel
sitting. If you have such a train, the
general  dissatisfaction  among  the
travelling public could be removed. This
train could be named <Golden. Jublice
Express’. It will have the same stoppages.
Thank you, Sir.

st wEm wEh (SEE): wER, TR
e wree | 4 I 591 A Ah § e
¥ o we 7en ) WOl awe # IgW F fo
@ e @ W T [ A B oS T g, A
& ag wRREe o T ¥ frod &
Zren & 200 FUT T fe@n T Ay SpR 260
R fa ™ 2, 60 FIz F 21w R
= R o g A & R g awe 3 T
@zt # A EEn P (FEdr)
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THE  VICE-CHAIRMAN  (SHRI
JOHN F. FERNANDES): There should
be no interruptions. It s thc maiden
specech of the hon. Mcmber.
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SHRI V. KISHORE CHANDRA S.
DEO (Andhra Pradesh): Sir, today we
are discussing the Status Paper, which has
been laid by the hon. Minister, along
with the Railway Budget for this year.
After all, in a Parliamentary system, what
is the Budget? Whether it is the General
Budget or the Railway Budget, it is not
merely an accounting exercise. A Budget
is an instrument through which the
Government projects its policies 10 the
people of the country. One of my
colleagues mentioned carlier on that he
was commending the Buget for the only
rcason that it was anti-inflationary.

Well, what is the policy of the
Railways now? Mr. Vice-Chairman, Sir,
the Indian Railways has a multi-faceted
role in our context. The Minister in his
speech had mentioned that the Railways
had played a major role in the national
intcgration of the country. I totally agrec
with him that this was one of the main
instruments, which promoted national
integration. Besides that, we must also
remcmber that the Railways is the largest
public scctor undertaking, which has a
potentional to generate large
cmployment. Besides that the Railways
has also a commercial obligation to the
pcople of this country. It has to run its
own affairs. It also has a social obligation
to the people of this country.

Today, do we want the Railways to
paly a vibrant role in promoting these
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things or just want the Railways to be a
mere lazy, uneasy, large leviathan
undertaking, which will slowly fade into
insignificance. This is the question that
lies before us.

Sir, several figures have been quoted. I
will not go into them. They have been
mentioned in the Status Paper, in the
Budget speech of the hon. Minister and-
in the Annual Report. 1 am not going
into these details, because many
Members have referred to them. But it is
very very significant that the percentage
of the volume of traffic that the Railways
has to handle, the percentge of
passengers that go by the Railways is
reduced. Of course, the volume has
increased, though the percentage has
decreased. If the share in 1950 was 89 per
cent, it is 40 per cent now. Definitely it
does not mean that lesser number of
people are travelling by railways or lesser
freight is being transported. The volume
has increased, but the percentage share
of the railways has definitely gone down.
Why this has happened is the question we
have to address ourselves.

Secondly, I thought the Railway
Minister was presenting the Budget of the
Indian Railways, not of Bihar Railways
or for a portion of the Indo-Gangetic
plains or of the cow-belt, Sir, many areas
of many States have not found a mention
in this year’s Budget. Certain arcas have
been totally neglected. I am not here to
ask a railway line from my constituency,
from a village or a town, but 1 would like
to mention with concern that this has
been happening over a period of time.
Fortunately or unfortunately, we have
today a second Railway Minister from the
same State. Is Railways going to contine
itself to only one area of the country or is
it going to play its role that it has played
all along? This is the pointed question
that 1 would like to ask.

From among the cxisting lines that the
Railways are operating, I would like to
mention that there is a kind of
discrimination—whether it is a question
of freight traffic  or passenger
traffic—between the trunk route and the



303 The Budget

SHRI V. KISHORE CHANDRA S.
DEO: Okay, 1 will as far as your
transport system is concerned, I would
like to mention that there should be a
consolidated approach. I do not know
whether the Ministry of Railways is
having coordination with the Ministry of
Surface Transport to see that each one
has a proper share or there is a proper
facilitation as far as transportation is
concerned. So, I would like them to set
up some kind of an inter-ministerial
group which can coordinate and see that
Railways plays its own role and it does
not become an actual competitor to other
modes of tranpsort and to see that freight
movement or passenger movement is not
really affected.

Mr. Vice-Chairman, Sir, there are
certain other basic matters which I would
like to raise, but you have already
pressed the bell and I am not one of
those who would like to carry on and on.
But before 1 conclude, 1 would only like
to mention one or two more points. In
the Annual Report it has been mentioned
that some new Zonal Railways have been
formed. In that we find a mention of the
East Coast Zone which is supposed to
have its headquarters, of all places, at
Bhubaneswar. This just gives us a glimpse
as to why Railways have not been
functioning or why they have failed. All
of us know that Bhubaneswar is on the
Coast, on the coastline of India. We can
take the map and see. Your line which
runs along the East-Coast is from
Howrah to Chennai. This is the main
line. Bhubaneswar is only 250 miles from
Calcutta whereas Visakhapatnam Port
City is exactly midway.

Bhubaneswar was not even a divisional
railway headquarters earlier. It was on
Katni-Khurda road. What is the basis on
which you have made Bhubaneswar an
east-coast zone headquarters? This is not
done by this Minister; maybe, it has been
done earlier by his predecessor. Is he
going to correct this distortion or not? If
politically you are going to decide where
your headquarters are going to be, your
officer here and where you are going to
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have a line, then how do you expect the
Railways to do well at all? 1 demand that
this anomaly or this distortion be
immediately corrected and 1 expect that
the hon. Minister will address this point
when he replies in this House.

Well, Mr. Vice-Chairman, Sir, 1 don"t
want to take much of your time. Before 1

conclude, I would only like to say
something regarding our former
colleagues, the ex-M.Ps. The hon.

Minister has mentioned that he has given
concessions to senior citizens and he has
also allowed them to travel by Rajdhani
and Shatabdi trains. I welcome that, but 1
would also like to mention that our
colleagues, 1 mean the ex-MPs., the
former Members of Parliament, are
entitled to travel with the companion in
second class AC. So, all of us are going
to become ex-M.Ps. some day or the
other. Sir, there is a bigger commerical
demand for the second class AC than the
first class AC. But if an ex-M.P. goes
alone in the first class AC, both these
things are not clubbed together, Why
should they not do this? 1 think, this ic
one of those bureaucratic ill-headed
approaches which has prevented our
former colleagues from travelling by first
class AC. In the case of first class
AC.—there is one berth—there is a lesser
commerical demand than the second AC.
They are even releasing two second class
AC berths for commerical considerations.
What is the difficulty in doing that? And
if you can allow senior citizens 45 per
cent concession to travel by Rajdhani and
Shatabdi, then why don’t you accept this?
I do sincerely hope that the hon. Minister
will consider this suggestion to help our
former colleagues.

1 thank you, Mr. Vice-Chairman, for
the time you have given to me, and 1 am
sorry the extra minutes I have taken.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI
JOHN F. FERNANDES): Shri
Debabrata Biswas—not here. Shri Karma
Topden—not here. Shri Mohd. Masud
Khan.
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interior routes of the country. So, while
you have fast trains, super-fast trains,
better facilities on many of these trunk
routes, where other modes of transport
are available or where several trains arc
alrcady operating, many of the interior
routes in backward areas or inaccessible
region still continue to remain in that
manner. Has the Railways 1o play its
assigned role over herc is my pointed
question. Sir, the hon. Minister alone s
not to be blamed for this. This is the
trend that has set in. But are we not to
reverse this and do something for the rest
ot the country or arc we just to go on
concentrating on Delhi-Calcutta Rajdhani
Express or Shatabdi trains? What about
the interior arcas” What about the tribal
areas? What about the North-Eastern
region? These are several grey arcas as
far as the Railways are concerned.
Though we may be proud of saying that
we have the second largest Railways in
the world, yet we have 10 hang our heads
down in shame since many of our
brothers and sisters do not have any
access to the mainland, from within the
mainland itself to different parts of the
country.

Therefore, I would expect that a little
more importance should have been given
to such areas especially if the Railways
have to play its own role in the national
integration of the country which the
Minister himself mentioned in his speech.
This is an aspect of the factor which
should have been taken into
consideration.

Mr. Vice-Chairman, several Members
have mentioned, again and again,
regarding lack ‘of proper facilities- and
maintenance in the trains Here again it
appears that there is a discrimination
between the interior routes and trunk
routes, whether it is catering facilities or
whether it is maintenance of
compartments, whether it is maintenance
of the railway lines, booking offices or
any other facjlities which the Railways
would normally offer I would tend to say
that there are ‘A’ category, ‘B’ category
and ‘C’ category areas when it comes to
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the actual consumer who is using the
Railways. This is something only visible
though for the tickets you always pay the
same. So, 1 would wish that these
disparities be removed and this kind of
discriminatory attitude be bridged.

Mr. Vice-Chairman, Sir, another aspect
which has to be considered by the
Railways is losses. We have got the
Status Paper and the Annual Report. |
saw a figure, quite a large figure of the
losses which are due to ticketiess travel. |
would request the Railways Minister to
prepare a white paper on which sector
these losses due to ticketless travel have
occurred. | am sure this House would
like 10 know, 1 would like to know,
Members would like to know whether
this is the pattern in entire country or
whether this is confined 10 certain regions
or certain zones of the Railways. 1
personally feel that people who want
morc and better facilities, who want more
lines, the least the people of that region
should do is pay for the travel. Ticketless
travel is very, very general. There is a
large quantity of money which has been
lost due to this Tickeiless travel. I would
like to know from the Minister whether
they have made any survey of this
ticketiess travel on an all-India basis and
whether they have conducted any study
to see in which zone this occurs most.

Then, pilferages and damages to
Railways also occur more in certain parts.
Bottlenecks are there only in certain
parts duc to various reasons. When you
think of giving new facilities or more
lines to the people of different areas, 1
think all these aspects should be
considered.

Mr. Vice-Chairman, Sir, now a lot of
transportation is done by roads. (Timer-
bellrings)

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI
JOHN F. FERNANDES): Though you
have only 7 minutes, you have already
taken 8 minutes. There are 7 speakers
more in Your party. Please conclude.
Please be brief.
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THE VICE-CHAIRMAN  (SHRI
JOHN F. FERNANDES): Chandrakalaji,
you better address the Chair. You have
already taken 12 minutes. There are
three more speakers from your party.

sl SEwen uia: e g we 3
Ten A & T wwon fR oS @ ot

ot AW FATG PR W URON W
R ¥ A w ¥ ¥

st <ieRen UisA: 9 YWHR W &N
A & auon F<@ g L (SEER) TR 9 T
Fy g o, W A s R S
R A S w R @ s el e o §
TS SR OF TN A o, A FeE F
T % Rg el o, T8 9EeR W, 3%
A g A1} aph R e I W R

ira

v ddas w

:
]
5
i
43
3
7
i

PeTE
g‘gé



325 The Budget

¥R A A A M onie wiEa R
) 3 e TN U9 TR T Wew W W@
2 3 IuF foe st R fr 39 @ ol s el
o% W &, S geEm gy ¥ fom ag
Sl ¥, TR AN G wH ¥y

Y ek @ e agt W W @
@ ¥ A Ay omdes W A R
ARTIUH THE 1958 H WG 15-T H T WEGH
g fF W W & yqg ¢ aF JPE
wifgeys g wrE ) a@ 3R fR R IR
o} w6 o s B foe® oS it =
geTel s W A 31wl 9 = A R
0T FOWH |

Al ot A e o O wedita gl 49
© F e w1 R g s nm off geew
W, R A P AT AP wwe
# S 3o o T oy T R, W O W@
TEd B, ¥HER |

$MRI K.M. KHAN (ANDHRA
#RADESH): Mr. Vice-Chairman Sir, the
people of Andhra Pradesh are totally
disappointed with the Railway Budget
and the Railway Minister for the reason
that this Budget has ignored many impor-
tant projects in Andhra Pradesh. Either
the projects are out of the sight of the
hon. Railway Minister or the Budgetary
allocation is negligible or is not at all
adequate. Sir, the increase in passenger
fares, the hike in platform tickets will hit
the poor people, the common people
and, therefore, 1 would like to describe
this Budget as an anti-people Budget. Sir,
I come from Andhra Pradesh and I find
that the budget has not given a fair deal
to Andhra Pradesh. We have a railway
line  between  Secunderabad  and
Mudkhed. The other part of the railway
line’s  gauge  conversiony  between
Mudkhed and Manmad, is over, begause
politicians from Maharashtra brought
pressure and they got this project com-
pleted expeditiously whereas, the remain-
ing work between Secunderabad and
Mudkhed is yet to be completét.

I also would like to say on this occa-
sion that there is a small portion of gauge
conversion between Nizamabad and
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[~ Mudkhed which includes both the por-

tions and it has been left over.- The
allocation has been made for the Sccun-
derabad-Mudkhed is just Rs. 5 crores.
This not at all sufficient. If you want to
proceed at this speed, at this rate, for the
completion of this project, I will tell you,
it will take decades. So, I would urge
upon the Railway Miniser to give priority.
at least to complete the small portion
between Nizamabad -and Mudkhed so
that the backward area of Telangana
which is aspiring for development is con-
nected to the commercial capital of Bom-
bay and the national capital of Delhi by
broad-gauge trains. 1 would like the hon.
Minister to consider allocating more
funds, at least Rs. 20 crores for this
project in this Budget.

Sir, there is another important area in
Andhra Pradesh where very neglible allo-
cation has been made. We have been
demanding for a new railway line bet-
ween Nizamabad-Karimnagar-Peddapalli.
Survey of the railway line has becn
started. We have been waiting for the
commencement of this line but nothing
has happened. Whatever has been allo-
cated in this Budget is not at all adequ-
ate. In this Budget, an amount of Rs. 7
crores has been given for this project
whereas the latest estimated cost of the
project is Rs. 25,930 crores. So, 1 would
appeal to the hon. Railway Minister to
look into this and revise the allocation so
that this project is taken up and is com-
pleted expeditiously.

Sir, 1 also would like to mention that
for this new railway line there was some
survey. Certain offices of land acquisition
were set up.

I do not know the reasons, but with
effect from the 31st March, 1998, the
Land Acguisition Office in Karimnagar
has been closed under instructions of the
South Central Railway authorities. Simi-
larly, Sir, for a new railway line between
Mahabubgagar and  Munirabad  in
Karanataka a very small amount of Rs.
4.50 crores has been allotted. This will
not serve the purpose. If this line is
completed at the earliest possible, this
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will connect the backward regions of
Telangana with Karnataka State. Sir, in
the Budget there are allocations for over-
bridges and wunder-bridges. 1 am as-
tonished, I state with anguish, that there
is an over-bridge in Nizamabad and 95
per cent work of this project has becn
completed. This is known as Nizamabad-
ganj Bridge. The Central Government
and the State Government have spent
crores or rupees on this project and only
five per cent of the work is not being
completed either because of somec
pressure from politicians or because of
some other reasons known to the Minis-
try of Railways. If this work is com-
pleted, it will reduce the burden on the
National Highway in Nizamabad. Similar-
ly, there is another under-bridge in Sec-
underabad known as Olphanta Bridge
and becausc of congestion on this bridge
people of Secundrabad are facing a lot of
difficulties. Traffic is stopped and jam-
med for hours together and people arc
facing musries in the Secunderabad town.
The foundation-stonc of this bridge was
laid in 1995. I do not know as to what.is
the fate of completion. It is because I do
not find the project completed. (Tune-bell
rings) Sir, T will take one or two minutes
more. There is a proposal for doubling of
the line between Vikarabad and Tandur.
If doubling of this line is completed, it
will help in quicker movement of traffic
of railway between secunderabad and
Bombay, Secunderabad and Bangalorc
and Secundrabad and Tirupati. I would
like this project to be completed on a
priority basis. Sir, I say that we arc
disappointed and we are disappointed for
this reasons that the disappointment of
the people of Andhra Pracsh is reficcted
by the anguish and dismay cxpressed by
the Chief Minister of Andhra Pradesh,
Shri Chandrababu Naidu. He expressed
his concern and disappointment at the
Railway Budget. This hon. Chief Minister
wrote to the Railway Minister on 21.4.98
for a train between Hyderabad and Durg-
Bhilai. But, 1 am sorry that despite the
representation by the Chicf Minister, de-
spite the resolutions passed by the Andh-
ra Pradesh Legislative Assembly. nothing
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has been done for starting a new train
between Secunderabad and  Bhilai. 1
would like the Railway Minister to kindly
look into this and see that all these
projects which are under completion in
Andhra Pradesh arc cleared and more
budget is allocated so that these procjcts
become a reality. Thank you, Sir.

DR. Y. LAKSHMI PRASAD (Andhra
Pradesh): Sir, I would like to speak from
this seat.... (Interruptions)...

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI
JONH F. FERNADES): Mikes arc very
strong in this House...(Interruption)... 1
do not mind.
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Sir, I am constrained to say that the
Northern Andhra Pradesh, which com-
prises the districts of Visakhapatnam,
Vizianagaram and Srikakulam, has totally
been neglected. These districts are miser-
ably backward and among the threc dis-
tricts, srikakulam can be categorised as
one of the most backward districts in

India where a large number of tribal
people live.

(WErry) ¢ B

I would now like to draw the kind
attention of the hon. Railway Minister to
some of the assurances and promises
made by the former Railway Ministers.
But 1 regret to mention that those prom-
ises have merely been proved to be an
exercise in verbosity. The promises are
mentioned hereunder:

Presently, there is a Narrow-gauge sec-
tion between Noupada and Gunupur con-
necting the trunk line between Madras-
—-Calcutta. This line has proved to be a
boom to the people of those areas since
long time. I request the hon. Minister for
conversion of this Narrow-gauge section
into a Broad-gaue section and laying a
line from Gunupur to Parvathipuram
which will convect the Noupada Railway
Station with Parvathipuram and thus
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there will be a spur in the developmental
activities. The entire area can be survey-
cd for exploring the prospects of mining.

favmaryen sig A § s §, g€ o ST
FESH A e R

Sir,  Visakhapatnam - city is  slowly
cmerging as one of the big cities and has
occupied as an urban centre in the na-
tional map of India but unfortunately, it
could not attract the attention of the
Raillway Ministry which it rightly de-
served. It is a common knowledge that
the Railways function as a catalyst in the
scheme of developmental activities but
Visakhapatnam Railway Station has not
got its due share and the facilities avail-
able to it are very negligible.

The Rail Mantrayalay, with initial en-
thusiasm, has declared Viskhapatnam as
a model station but merge funds are
made available for its development. Sir,
as you know very well, without sufficient
funds, the idea will become a mere
dream. So, I urge upon the hon. Minister
to release funds immediately so that Vis-
akhapatnam Railway Station can have ail
the facilities contemplated for a model
station in a true sense.
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? 3z a8 fwen %, A Andhra Pradesh
Legislative Assembly has unanimously
passed a resolution that Visakhapatnam—
Waltair division should be merged in
South-Central Railway, and not in Bhub-
neshwar. 3R 8 §re, ok war & sfatfu
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encouragement and motivation that I
have received from hon. Prime Minister,

Shri Atal Bihar Vajpayee, has been a
source of inspiration for me.”
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SHRI §. MUTHU MANI (Tamil
Nadu) Sir, the Railway Budget for 1998-
99 has attracted mixed reaction. This is
because of the overall increase in train
fare. Besides increasing even the second-
class fare, the surcharge on superfast
trains has been doubled. This has led to
steep increase in the second class fare of
long distance trains. Poor people travel-
ling to places like Chennai, Calcutta and
Thiruvananthapuram have to pay bet-
ween Rs. 50/ and Rs. 100~ more. This
burden is a little too much for the peo-
ple, whose buying power is already very
low due to inflation. I hope the Railway
Minister will reconsider this hike in train
tares.

The cost of platfrom tickets has been
increased to Rs. 3/4. 1 feel, this will result
in further decline in the sale of platform
tickets. Because the cost of the ticket is a
little too much for the common man, he
would be inclined to defy the law rather
than spend Rs. 3/ for the ticket. Like
widening of the tax-base with reduced
rates of taxes, it would be advisable to
reduce the cost of platform tickets for
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better compliance. This will also yield
more revenuc.

1 must say, as ususal, Tamil Nadu has
not got its due. Our leader and former
Chief Minsiter of Tamil Nadu, Dr.
Puratchi Thalavi, made it possible for a
stable Government at the Centre and has
been making several demands time and
again to improve the railway network in
Tamil Nadu. I wish to refer to certain
pressing demands concerning our State.

As usual, the Railways have been com-
plaining of scarcity of resources to under-
take new projects. There have been sug-
gestions to commercially exploit the lands
belonging to the Railways, which are
lying vacant, throughout the country. It
has been said that the lands and struc-
tures belonging to the Railways have
been encroached upon at a number of
places. 1 would appeal to the Railway
Minister to order a survey of such lands
and structures and therafter prepare a
plan for generating revenues from such
lands.

We have been demanding for a long
time that Chennai Central should be
linked with Chennai Egmore. However,
this has not been done in the present
Railway Budget. Passengers going from
the Northern States have to get down at
Chennai Central, then, travel by road to
Egmore 1o take another train to go to
any other part of Tamil Nadu. The gauge
conversion on this line should be done.
The distance is also very short. it is about
4 Kms, This will remove undue hardships
faced by the Commuters.

The MRTS project at Chennai is also
pending. Work from Luz to Velachery is
about to start. The 10.03 KM long track
is estimated to cost Rs. 610 crores. Only
one-third of the amount has to be borne
by the Centre. I would request the Rail-
way Minister to see that it is completed
without any further. delay.

Sir, the conversion of 60 KMs subur-
ban section between Beach and Chengal-
pattu from metre gauge to broad gauge is
necessary. One of the reasons for conver-
sion of the said line is that the Railways
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arc not manufacturing metre gauge EMU
any more and the EMU presently in use
is very old. If the said scction is con-
verted into broad gauge, thc Railways
can carry 60 per cent morc passengers
and thereby they can carn 60 per cent
more revenue. Al the trains  passing
through this scction arc over-crowded
duc to metre gauge.

The conversion of main linc between
Chennai and Trichy via Cuddalore, Than-
javur, about 290 KMs. has bcen the
demand from the State of Tamil Nadu. It
has becen pending for a long time. 1
appreciate that the Railway Minister has
proposcd conversion of metre gauge line
from Villupuram to Thanjavur into broad
gauge linc. This work should be cxpe-
dited and completed at the earliest. The
placcs 1 am to mention here are very
important  commercial places of Tamil
Nadu. Thec railway line should be cx-
tended from Nagapattinam to Velankanni
which is a holy place. It is about 8 KMS.
The sanctioned conversion work between
Madurai and Rameshwaram has not yet
been started. Madurai and Rameshwaram
arc not only tourist places, but they are
also commercial centres. This will be of
great help to the people. The conversion
ot the line between Quilon and Vir-
udhungar which was sanctioned should be
taken up immcdiately.

I would like to draw the attention of
the hon. Minister to the need for
construction of fly-overs at the railway
crossings in certain sections of Tamil
Nadu. Sir, the run-over cases in Chennai
alone are reported to be two per day.
The construction of fly-overs at
Pallavaram, Tambaram and St. Thomas
Mount in Chennai area is very essential.
Similarly, the construction of fly-over at
Madurai near Madura Coats and at two
places in Arrakkonam is very essential as
I have myself witnessed big traffic jams at
all these places and at all times. These
works should be expedited. In my
previous speeches on the Railway
Budget, 1 demanded introduction of
Shatabdi trains between Chennai and
Madurai and between Madurai and
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Coimbatore. [ think I need not explain
more in detail about the importance of
these places. Even if the Railways take
the revenue earning as the main criterion
for the introduction of new trains, 1 think
these sectors will give them good returns.

Sir, the survey for laying of a new line
between Dindigul and  Sabarimala s
under progress. 1 request the Railway
Minister to direct his officials to expeditz
the said survey and to sanction the said
scetor and to sec that this work is started
immediately. 1 would also request the
Railway Minister to direct the concerned
officials to include the following places
while covering the line between Dindigul
and Sabarimala. They are Bodinaikanur,
Theni, Uthamapalayam, Cumbum and
Cuddalore. If the said places are covered
in the 3aid sector, the cardamom planters
belonging to both Tamil Nadu and Kcrala
States will be bencfited. This will help
the Railways to earn revenue from
passenger traffic as well as from freight
traffic.

Sir, another area to which 1T want to
draw the attention of the Railway
Minister is extension of roof over
platforms in various railway stations in
Tamil Nadu. With the addition of
coaches to the existing trains, the present
platforms have become too short to
accommodate passengers waiting for a
particular  train. The condition of
passengers waiting for trains becomes
agornising during the rainy season and
summer season which we are now
experiencing.

Sir, for the broad gauge conversion
between Villupuram and Thanjavur, a
sum of Rs. 30 crores is required. The
Ministry is yet to release the funds.
Similarly, for the suburban project, the
share of the Central Government, Rs.
300 crores is yet to be released. 1 urge
upon the Railway Minister to release the

said funds immediately to take up the
works.

The conversion of metre gauge into
broad gauge betweep -Arakkonam and
Chengalpattu is a ‘must because of the
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movement of heavy goods trains. Since it
is a metre gauge line these goods trains
have to be diverted. If it is converted into
broad gauge, the distance will be
shortened and it will facilitate easy
movement of goods trains. Sir, we are
celebrating the 50th anniversary of our
Independence.  While celebrating it, 1
request the hon. Minister to introduce a
new and a very special train from
Kashmir to Kanyakumari. Of course, it
may strengthen the unity and integrity of
our nation.

Sir, onc of the long-pending demands
of the Tamil Nadu is regarding
conversion of a metre gauge line into a
broad gauge line between Vedaranyam
and Thiruvaroor which is about 64 kms.
Vedaranyam is Nagai District of Tamil
Nadu is the second largest sait
manufacturing place in India. Prescntly
being a metre gauge sector, the said
manufacturers of this region are finding it
very difficult to transport their goods to
other parts of Tamil Nadu and the
country. Therefore, if it is converted into
broad gauge, they can easily transport
their goods.

sir, 1 have a suggestion 10 make.
Electric trains should be extended from
Arakkonam to Katpadi. The proposal has
|already been accepted, but it is not
implcmented due to the pressure cxc‘rlc_d
by the privatec bus operators. If it is
implemented,  Industrial SIPCOT at
Ranipet, a lot of moving passengers will
bc very much benefited. So, it has

become nccessary to  introduce  and
operate it.
Sir, on 17.5.98, a railway station

master was compelled to work for 36
hours continuously, and he died while on
duty in kerala. There are still 70
vacancics of station masters to be fil!cd
up in the Kerala zone. They were lying
vacant for several years. What is the
reason for not filling up those vacancies?
Had these vacancies been filled up and
had they been on regular duty, such an
incident would not have happened.
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Sir, several  associations  and  train
travellers have demanded cxtension  of
the train, running between Howrah and
Trichy, up to Kanyakumari. Therefore, I
urge upon the hon. Minister to look into
the matter and do the necdful favourably.

Concerning railway projects, our State
of Tamil Nadu scems to be an island. In
Tamil Nadu, 60 per cent of the railway
lines are metre gauge. It is the longest
metre gauge all over India. Because of it,
industrial ~ development  is  scriously
affected in Tamil Nadu. Only a sum of
Rs. 192 crores has been allotied for
gauge conversion project from Chennai to
Dindigal, which is not a ncw onc, but it
is a 10-ycars old project. So, I request the
hon. Minister that the work of 60 per
cent  gauge conversion be complcted
within the stipulated period, i.e. five
years.

1 am concluding, Sir. Lastly, I wish to
draw the attention of the hon. Minister to
the fact that the then hon. Minister for
Railways had ordered a survey for laying
ncw linc between Manamadurai and
Tuticorin via Kamudi in the month of
August, 1997. But I am astonished to
note that no mention has been made in
this Budget about the said survey and the
work donc. Therefore, 1 urge upon the
Minister to look into all the above-
mentioned matters and see that the work
of the survey is expedited.

With these words,
speech. Thank you, Sir.

st Ao U

I conclude my
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up? It is due to the indifferent attitude of

T T wga 8 R A2 ani W @
9 g A wed E1 @ T A v 3 SHRI KARNENDU
3 Fad 50 FRediet W wh w9 € o S 3 BHATTACHARIEE (Assam): Mr. Vice
gife &m ¥ 3 =9 @ 150 franilet | T Chai_rrpan, Sir, after studying the
51 ¥, 98 7= W Ad &) § W § @8 provisions of the Railway Budget, I am
e w3 & fady § ¥ gafae ¥ wm owa 2 disappointed. Common people will suffer
WEhF AR A A e ot #@ams due to widespread increase of tariff and
Ferar agran e & §@ a9w faan s other charges. The Budget has ignored
. the demand of the general people. In this
w3 e v d ww connection, I desire to draw the attention
\Im: éﬁmag Trzﬂﬂimg ;ﬁwﬁﬁa A ;Iuﬁt Eﬁl [‘l"iﬁ of the hon. Minister, who is not in the
R . o House, to a very vital point. Everybody
Pt é;\_m [ﬁ Iﬁ 3 ? il ﬁ?ﬂ?ﬂi says that they are taking all steps in the
! S North-East but in this Budget, I must say
T H R w I W gaw I R R ) i
= R Rr A . . that the South Assam, Manipur,
& R ¥ m LACUR S Mizoram, Meghalaya and Tripura are
Y Wy W A F i}tﬁg T 3l badly represcnted. In the year 1996-97,
amr dm st ;T?ﬁin ?’a R A E o AR Lumding-Silchar broad-gauge line was
Sgd srgfau | @t Fft d o R sanctioned  after  fifty  years  of
o 2= ot g2 o Wl @ 9 @ R e Independence which mcets the need of
a IgH ESial 37T€Iﬁ &0 R W T o ] South Assam, Manipur, Mizoram  and
g A St 4w A A § R o Tripura. The Government had sanctioned
ot & fo o w9 R sgewn B A Rs. 30 crores in the year 1996-97 and
F3 A L AF TR 3@ 7 A g R Iy 1997-98 but only spent Rs. 2.6 crores and
& uF the balance money was refunded. In this
Budget the total money required is Rs.
' e T 648 .cr(frcs‘ Only _Rs. 40 crores has beep
A1, e g T provided for 1998-99. The Government is
& 1 w9 e e @ A mg}ﬁs i not scrious about this j
E E project. Why the
fere g1 gt @ s A @ o ¥ fomaw ai
e e 3 S money remaincd unused for two
% =|€f ey ;“3 ﬁaﬁf‘a‘, RGE P, consccutive years? The people of this
< §ﬁ$ d D@ Y e = region are thinking that this is nothing
; :ﬁi NPt ;‘_;1 N & 3 o el 3%1 @ but a mockery. Will the Minister be
! ; = wrm & fF pleased to explain why the amount spelt
T r i weedd fome i R
kS . . out in the successive Plans could not be
37 S A we R R e A spent? Why is construction work stuck
& Ton Pt R R fawe s o sw
e SEEl W YW g @ ot amE

fF the Ministry. Sir, the Railway Budget in

the year 199899 provides for Rs. 40

fr T crores. The Railway Ministry is not
F foe

3 R A @ W ey T
@edte Tiewm @ & W IReW rcalising the priority of the project and
Zaen @ 398 ag TERE 1 W Rt @ e @ the gravity of the situation. If it does not
7 fed fomd W & S @1 ofF wm & do that, it will not take up the works of
T wHedle @M g ¥ 3T G S wsar 2 the project scriously. Prosperity of the
&R YA | fefen F S Y sy wEm 6 region, comprising four North-Eastern
AT F A FH Y FY WE e Go # States, is mostly dependent on the stand

o oy wmedte & WWE & N IR F T you take for conversion of this line.
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Withdrawal of metre-gauge in Guwahati-
Lumding section has caused declining
trend in freight and passenger traffic, loss
of export earning, ”~ deterioration of
economic activity in this region and
above all, weakened defence. I request
the Minister to realise the gravity of the
situation and take immediate measures
for early completion of the works of
gauge conversion of Lumding-Silchar line
and diversion of traffic to Guwahati-
Lumding section till the work of gauge
conversion is completed. Sir, there are a
few provision of gauge conversion and
extension of railway lines in this region.
Provisions in the Budget are very
mearge. It seems to be a mockery.
Against Rs. 200 crore project for gauge
conversion of Katakhal-Bhairabia in
Mizoram ragion, up to the end of 1997-
98, only Rs. 1 lakh has been spent and in
this Budget, it is very much regretted that
Rs. 10,000 has been sanctioned. Is it not
a mockery? In this matter, 1 may suggest
that a3 comprehensive plan for gauge
conversion and extensiow work be
chalked out and works on all the lines be
taken up simultanecusly so that the
works of gauge conversion do not cause
any inconvenience to the people. all
extensions should be on the broad-gauge
only.

"Sir, rail services in the region
comprising  South  Assam, T-ipura,
Mizoram and Manipur and even

Meghalaya are in a bad shape. There was
a proposal of a Project for Meghalaya last
ear.

}l_ast year, 'there was a mention of a
project for Meghalaya. But, in this
Budget there is no mention of it. Sir, I
must say that the condition of trains and
particularly the coaches is in a very bad
shape and the passengers arq being
deprived of the minimum ameniffes which
they are entitlted to get. The condition of
the coaches is gradually deteriorating due
to utter lack of maintenance facilities in
the region. I hope the Railway Minister
will take steps for improving the railway
service in this region, particularly. the hill
section which comprises four States,
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namely, Tripura, Mizoram, Manipur, etc.
I am very spprised that the Railway
Minister has mentioned that a rail-bus
service, will be started on Silchar-Jiribam
Section. I would like to know as to how
they are going to introduce it. It is very
shameful for the North-East that you are
going to start many gauge lines, new
Rajdhanis and Shatabdies in India but for
us you are saying that there is already a
proposal for the development of the
North-East. You have also mentioned
that you are going to start a rail-bus from
Silchar to Jiribam. Sir, I condemn the
speech of the Railway Minister. There
was a demand in this House that
Badarpur which covers four States should
be made a Division. Last time it was
assured that this demand would be
considered. But, now another
Government has come and I request the
Railway Minister for making Badarpur a
Division in South Assam. Sir, I request
the Railway Minister that the Rajdhani
from New Delhi to Guwahati should be
on a daily basis and it should be extended
up to Dibrugarh. An assurance in this
regard was given by the previous
Government. You know that this train
covers all the seven States of the North-
East. 1 request that the Rajdhani should
be run on a daily basis and it should be
extended up to Dibrugarh. This is my

" humble submission. I again request the
" hon. Minister that he should get the

projects expedited so that the amount of
Rs. 40 crores which has been allotted this
year is utilised fully. Last year Rs. 38
crores were allotted and only Rs. 2 crores
could be spent. I would like to know
from the Minister as to why this money
has not been utilised. I would also like to
know the position of Silchar-Lumding
section. 1 urge upon the Railway Minister
that he should give a satisfactory reply to

“my queries. He should also inform us as

to why the money provided earlier could
not be utilised. I hope the Minister will
give a proper reply to all my questions.

IRy (st Age wew): A A
g fig (o A o W U BFE W R
a1
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SHRI KHAGEN DAS (Tripura): Mr.
Chairman, Sir, before entering into the
discussion, I, with you permission, Sir,
would like to take one minute more to
draw the “attention of the hon. Railway
Minister to this point. I have minutely
tried to go through the speeches of some

of the hon. Members. One of the
Members demanded for the introduction
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of a superfast train in North Bengal.
completion of circular rail in Calcutta and
also about the extension of metro-rail in
Calcutta. 1 support this demand. I also
support the demands raised by some of
the Members of the Treasury Benches
regarding introduction of new rails as
well as introduction of electric trains.
But, what will happen to us? There is no
railways at all in many North-East States
Even after 50 years of independence
there is no glimpse of railways. I am
hesistating to place a small demand here.
So, I request the hon. Railway Minister
to accept our demand, the demand of the
backward States of North-East and try to
implement it as early as possible.

Mr. Vice-Chairman,  Sir,  while
participating in the discussion on the
Railway Budget, 1 want to draw the
attention of the hon. Railway Minister,
through you, Sir, to the neglect and step-
motherly attitude which has been shown
particularly 10 the North-Eastern region.

It is a fact that the North-Eastern
States are most beckward because of the
Central Government. The communication
systcms are in a very bad shape and there
is no infrastruéture also. But, on the
other hand, there is abundance of natural
Tesources. We, particulary the people of
Tripura, have been persistently
demanding for extension of railways since
1950°’s . When we sought the cooperation
of the Central Government for setting up
industries, when we sought the
cooperation of the private industrialists to
set up industries in Tripura the reply was
that as there was no railways, there could
be no industries. When we demand for
extension of railways, we were told that
railways would be a losing proposition in
the North-Eastern States, as if the
relationship  between  the  Central
Government and the State Governments
is a profit-and-loss question.

Sir, backwardness, huge unemployment
and deprivation have given scope to the
stepping up of extremist activities.
Imperialist  forces, some  christian

[RAJYA SABHA]

1

(Railways), 1988-89 360

Missionaries and foreign agencies have
taken advantage of this.

It is unfortunte that after fifty years of
Independence, there is no railway
communication in Mizoram, Manipur,
Meghalaya and Arunachal Pradesh. The
railways touch only the body of
Nagaland. Railways is a foreign element
to them. No provision has been made to
bring the Capitals of these States on the
railway map of India. No provision has
been made in the Budget for this.

After fifty years of Independence, the
presence of railways in Tripura is only
symbolical. So far, only 44 kms. o
railway line has been laid. It is extended
up to Kumarghat. The Capital, Agartala,
is far away from Kumarghat. Sir, we have
been fighting a long battle since the 50s,
both inside and outside Parliament, for
extension of railways up to the Capital,
Agartala; then, from Agartala 10
Sabroom and Agartala to Belonia. There
have been deputations on behalf of the
Left Front, on behalf of our Party, and
on behalf of the Democratic Youth
Federation of India, Tripura State Unit,
to the Prime Ministers and the Railway
Ministers of successive Central
Governments, but no tangible result has
come out.

The United Front Government, led by
Mr. Deve Gowda, approved a proposal
for extension of the railways line from
Kumarghat to Agartala. A project for
Rs. 579 crores was prepared, wherein it
was proposed to complete the work
within seven years. The work started, but
at a snail’s pace. Our Chief Minister met
the. hon. Railway Minister, Nitish
Kumariji, recently. The hon. Minister ha@
given an assurance that our demand
would be looked into. I thank the hon.
Railway Minister for keeping a provision
to start the survey work in respect of the
Agartala-Sabroom  line, and also
providing funds for the on-going railways
project.

1 would like to put a question to the
hon. Minister here. With a provision of
Rs. 20 crores for 1998-99 for the on-going
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project, which is proposed in the Budget,
how much time would it take to complete
the project?, According to an arithmetical

calculation,” it would take, at least,
twenty-eight years. Ultimately, it may
take fifty years. Therefore, 1T would

request the Minister to keep adequate
provision and direct the concerned
authorities to expedite the work so that it
could be completed within the stipulated
time frame.

The hon. Minister might say that more
funds would be provided on the basis of
the progress of work. But it has to be
admitted that the work would progress
only on the basis of the funds provided.
If only Rs. 20 crores is provided this
year, the railway officers would plan only
for Rs. 20 crores.

1 also demand that necessary steps
should be taken for extension railway line
between Agartala and Belonia and
between Agartala and Sabroom. These
projects should be taken up early.

Then, the Badarpur-Kumarghat line is
a meter gauge one. Due to this, serious
problems are being faced in regard to

loading and unloading, shortage of
wagons, pilferage, unnecessary delays,
etc.

So, the conversion work of the

Badarpur-Kumarghat metre-gauge line to
broad gauge shouid be taken up at the
earliest, and the necessary provision
should be kept in the Budget.

It is unfortunate that knowing it fully
well that the State is situated in the
farthest corner of the North-Eastern
region, the reservation quota available
for the Calcutta and Guwahati outbound
trains at Agartala has been withdrawn.
This should be restored immediately.
Patients, students and job-seekers are the
main sufferers due to this withdrawal. So,
I request the Minister to take note of it
and take immediate action.

As you know, Mr. Vice-Chairman Sir,
Tripura is surrounded by Bangladesh on
three sides. If the railways network of
Bangladesh is linked with the railway
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network in Tripura, it will be the shortest
and safest route to go to Calcutta and
other parts of the country. We are

grateful to Mr. Deve Gowda, Mr. LK.

Gujral, Mr. Jyoti Bosu, the Chief
Minister of West Bengal and Mr.
Somnath Chatterjee, M.P., for-taking up~
this issue with the  Bangladesh

Government during their visit there. We
arc told that the response was positive.
India has friendly relations with
Bangladesh. 1 request the hon. Railways
Minister and the Central Government to
open a dialogue with the Bangladesh
Government to link the railway station in
Triupura with the nearest railway station
in Bangladesh. Economic integration and
railway integration of Bangladesh with
the North-Eastern States is necessary.

The Passenger Reservation System,
PRS, is in operation at Agartala. The

facility for point-to-point reservation
throughout India along with return
reservation must be extended to the

Agartala PRS. The Minister may Kkindly
take note of it.

The Emergency Quota has been
provided on long-distance trains for the
State from 1.9.1997. Booking particulars
are required to be sent to the nearest
Railwasy Head, PRS, Silchar, within 48
hours. On receipt of the same, the PRS
location has to intimate it to the rail
originating station, that is, Guwahati, to
be put in the system. This is a delaying
process. Passengers are being harassed by
this system. The system is a time
consuming one. It has been proposed by
the State Government that the Deputy
Resident Commissioner, Government of
Tripura, Guwahati, may be made the
Nodal Officer to receive the booking
particulars to be sent from the Agartala
PRS and in wrn to get the confirmation

from the Guwahati PRS to facilitate
passengers.
Most of the North-Eastern States,

particularly Tripura, are suffering due to
shortage of metre-gauge wagons at
Lumding. Al the essential commodities,
including rice and POL have to be
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transhipped at Lumding to metre-gauge
wagons. Till such time as thc entire
railwgy line in the North-East s
conveﬁ. into broad gauge, the Railways
should place adequate number of metre-
gauge wagons at Lumding.

There is an abnormal hike in the
passenger fares, but the Minister is silent
about the amenities which are to be
extended to the passengers. I demand
that the amenities to the passergers
should be increased.

The Saraighat Express which is running
between Guwahati and Howrah three
days in a week, should run daily.

Thank vou.

DR. ALLADI P. RAJKUMAR
(Andhra Pradesh): Sir, a little while ago,
my colleagues from Andhra Pradesh
belonging to my party as well as the
Congress party spoke. I am very
disappointed with the Railway Budget.
The raw deal that has been meted out to
Andhra
phenomenon. For the last 20 years this
has been going on. Right from the days
of Shri P.V. Narasimha Rao, who hails
from Andhra Pradesh, and though he was
Prime  Minister for five  years,
unfortunately nothing had been done,
except a gauge conversion.

Mr. Chief Minister, Mr. Chandrababu
Naidu, met .all the previous Railway
ministers and also wrote about 30 to 35
letters. 1 have got all those letters with
dates. Recently I had an occasion to meet
the present Railways Minister, Shri Nitish
Kumar, along with my Chief Minister.
The Chief Minister gave him proposals
which are pending for decades. The
Railway Minister had assured him that
some of them would be taken up. My
Chief Minister had given proposals
amounting to Rs. 690 crores. If I am
wrong, kindly correct me. Unfortunately
hardly Rs. 300 crore worth of proposals
have been mentioned in the Budget. Sir,
the South-Central Railway has been
giving profits amounting to Rs. 200 crores
to Rs. 250 crores and this is the deal that
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is being meted out to us! Though the
hon. Railway Minister has conceded two
trains, I would urge upon him to consider
at lcast threc more trains since Andhra
Pradesh has been neglected for long.
Therefore, 1 would mention a few lines
and would request him to conced at least
three. The people of Andhra Pradesh and
I too would be happy if he announces
their acceptance when he replies to the
debate. Sir, the State Government has
recommended the following new rail-line
projects for implementation on priority
basis: Nalgonda to Macherla via
Nagarjuna Sagar; Kakinada to
Parvatipuram; Kurnool to Kamlapuram
of Cuddapah district; Patancheru and
Adilabad via Sanga Reddy; Siddipet,
Jagtial, Nirmal. These are all Telengana
districts. The Telengana districts were
neglected after 1956, when Telengana
formed part of Andhra Pradesh. Sir, I
earnestly request you to consider the case
of Telengana region also. My colleague,
Mr. K.M., Khan also mentioned a few
lines in the Telengana region. Between
Cuddapah and Bangalore via
Madhurapalli; between Bhadrachalam
Road and Kothagudem and
Visakhapatnam; between Kachinguda,
Hyderabad and Chitiana, Nalgonda,; and
between Gadwal and Raichur. These are
the trains which have been proposed by
our Chief Minister. I hope the hon.
Minister will consider conceding two to
three new railway lines.

Sir, the other day, on 3rd April, 1998,
when we met the Railway Minister before
the Budget presentation, my Chicf
Minister had requested that the Rajah-
mundry old railway bridge be given to
the State of Andhra Pradesh so that it
can be kept as a monument. As we are
making Rajahmundry area as a tourism
centre, that also can be included. The
State Government has requested your
Department to hand over the old Railway
bridge  across the Godavari at
Rajahmundry to them without insisting
on payment for retrievable material of
the bridge at the prevailing market rate.
This bridge was constructed in 1890. It
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was opened to rail and road traffic in
1900. It is a fit case for declaring it as a
historical monument. The Railway can
also cxploit the bridge as a tounst
attraction by converting it into boulevard
across the river Vakas. At both the ends
of this bridge there is enough space. The
Railway can construct shops and other
things. The Prime Minister was requested
10 issue instructions to the Railway
Minister to hand over the bridge to the
State Government without insisting on
any payment. If the Railways do not
want to develop it as a recreational
facility, they should hand over it to the
State Government. This request was
made on 3.4.1998 by the Chief Minister
to the Railway Minister. 1 hope that the
Railway Minister would accede to the
request of the State Government and
announce the same during his reply to
the debate.

Apart from this, there 1s a request for
a circular train in the Telangana region.
This request had been made to the then
Railway Minister, Shri Paswanji. I and
my colleagues met Mr. Paswanji in his
chamber. He had assured us that he
would immediately call the Member
(Technical), Mr. Ravindra. 1 still
remember his name. The Member
(Technical) came to the Minister's
chamber and he gave the papers to him
and directed him to put up the proposal
for a circular train at least by the next
year. But so far nothing has been done. I
would request the Railway Minister to
approve this proposal immediately.

[ hail from Hyderabad. it is une of the
important cities in the Telangana region.
It has been completely neglected. This
circular train project should be taken up
this year.

The Hyderabad City has been
expanded. Now, it has been given the
name of Greater Hyderabad. Today there
are 9 municipalities. About 80 lakhs of
people are there in Hyderabad. If you
have a light train system, it will be good.
In this connection, the Chief Minister of
our State has already convened a meeting
with the officials of the Railways, with
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the officials of the Road Transport
Corporation, with the officials of the
Municipal Bodies and with the officials of
the Roads and Building Department.
They have prepared a feasibility report.
A proposal has been sent to the Ministry
of Railways. I would humbly request the
Railway Minister to consider having a
light train system in Hyderabad.

Now, I would like to say something
about fly-overs. I know that for the last
three years we have proposed many fly-
overs. But only one fly-over has been
taken up at Tarnaka. Proposals for
construction of other fly-overs are
pending. They are at Sitaphalmandi,
Jamia Osmania. These level crossings are
in the heart of the city. If a person wants
to go to his work place he has to wait for
hours together. If a student wants to go
to school, he has to wait for hours
together because of the movement of
trains. So, I humbly request the Railway
Minister to take up these fly-overs on a
prioity basis. Our hon. Chief Minister has
requested for constructing a fly-over at
Kuppam, Chittoor District. This project
should be taken up this year. It is a
pilgrimage centre. Similarly, in Tirupati
fly-overs should be constructed. A lot of
people come to Tirumala. After visiting
Tirumala a lot of piligrims go to Alivelu
Mangapuram where the temple of Balaji’s
wife is there. In order to go to
Mangapuram, pilgrims have to go
through a railway crossing. They have to
wait for hours together. A lot of rail
traffic movement is there.

So, if you construct a fly-over, it will
easc the taffic movement and it will be
convenient to the pilgrims. So, I request
the Railway Minister to consider this
proposal.

Many Andhra people are staying and
working in Bhilai. Their is a need for
running a direct train from Bhilai to
Hyderabad. In this connection our Chief
Minister also wrote a letter to the Rail-
way Minister. My colleague also spoke
about this proposal. Kindly keep this
proposal in mind and see that this train is
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introduced between Bhilai
derabad.

Sir, I want make a suggestion regarding
gauge conversion. I request you to allot,
during the year 1998-99, Rs. 450 crores
towards gauge conversion, survey of new
lines and traffic facilities and Rs. 10
crores for improvement of railway sta-
tions of South Eastern and South Central
Railways located in A.P. it Fom

o5 g

Sir, I don’t want to take much time of
the House. 1 want to bring it to the
notice of the Railway Minister-- faferer
TR S, ohg1 e i | 7% T seEq Wy
#— that the South Central Railway has
suggested taking over of the Vocational
Training Centre of the Railway Girls
High School at North Lallaguda Secun-
derabad, the infrastructure, which is cost-
ing only about Rs. 4 lakhs, was earlier
donated by the State Government to the
Railways during Shri N.T. Rama Rao’s
regime. Unfortunately, the Railway
Board has rejected the proposal; 1 am
extremely sorry to say this. Sir you may
kindly revive this and take over the
Vocationasl Training Centre of the Rail-
way Girls High School.

and Hy-

Sir, you have allowed certain railway
contractors external commercial borrow-
ings. I know that a proposal has been
given for Adilabad to Mudkhed, and you
people have given the clearance, but the
Finance people have objected to that.
That contractor has invested Rs. 30
crores for infrastructure. So far, he is
running from pillar to post. Sir, kindly
see to it that a clearcut GO is issued to
the contractors. That poor contractor is
suffering today. Sir, kindly take note of it
and see that justice is done to those
contractors.

Sir, I request you to kindly provide a
medical team in all long-distance trains.
Recently, while travelling from Charmi-
nar to Secunderabad, an old man had a
sudden attack and he collapsed. So, I
request you to kindly provide a medical
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pracutioner or a doctor in all the long-
distance trains.

Sir, I want to have a clarification about
the” Railway Mazdoor Union. Will the
Minister be pleased to clarify whether the
steps are being taken to consider the
demand of the All India Railway Men’s
Federation for accepting the concept of
one union for one zonal railway and one
federation for the Indian Railways? The
Minister may kindly note that this was
also the recommendation of the Par-
liamentary Convention Committee which
was headed by Mr. M. Baga Reddy who
is a Member of the Lok Sabha. And Qur
Chief Minister has also recommended it.
Sir, kindly take note of it and see to .it
that justice is done and due importancé
and a fair deal is given to the State of
Andhra Pradesh.

I thank you, Mr. Vice-Chairman, for
giving me this opportunity to speak.
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SHRI K. RAHMAN KHAN (Karnata-
ka): Mr. Vice-Chairman, Sir, thank you
very much for giving me an opportunity
to express my views on the Railway
Budget.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI MD.
SALIM): Your party's time is only four
minutes.

SHRI H. HANUMANTHAPPA: (Kar-
nataka): Every time in the discussion of
the Railway Budget we have continued
beyond the allotted time. there are many
more Members to spesk. Give us an
opportunity.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI MD.
SALIM): We have to see the time allot-
ted to the parties., The time allotted for
Congress Party is...

SHRI H. HANUMANTHAPPA: 1
know it. My request to the Vice-Chair-
man is to extend the time. Everytime it
has happened. Many more speakers want
to speak. That is my proposal.

Let us take it up tomorrow also, after
the Private Members' Business,

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI MD.
SALIM): It was agreed to in the BAC
that we will complete it in two days.

[4 JUNE,

1998] (Railways), 1988-89 374

sft T YAOAAI: 3 IW WE I F aK
R we WA ¥ W W Ry I W fede
am F A, § o 9w § W T W W §
. (ETEE)

Ffy wred § g W (st Rrowe)
FW TR FA O A FW AN H O A
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DR. BIPLAB DASGUPTA (West
Bengal) Mr. Vice-Chairman, Sir, we have
more or less finished the debate. Only
three or four Members are remaining. If
all arc careful about the time taken then
we can cover it very quickly.

SHRI H. HANUMANTHAPPA: We
had 15 Members. half a dozen of them
had withdrawn,, Those who were left
even they are not being able to speak.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN: (SHRI MD.
SALIM) There are members who have
been allotted time. Let them use their
time.

DR. BIPLAB DASGUPTA: As far as
my party is concerned we have not ex-
hausted our time. So our speaker has
time...

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI MD.
SALIM): Tt is not yours or ours. (Inter-
ruptions)

SHRI H. HANUMANTHAPPA:
There are Members who want to speak,

SHRI K. RAHMAN KHAN: Mr,
Vice-Chairman, Sir, the Railway Minister
has placed this time a Status Paper as
well as the Budget for 1998-99 wherein
he has expressed his anxiety about the
declining role of Raiiways as a major
Player in the freight and passenger move-
ment and its effect on economy. Unfortu-
nately, he has expressed his concern but
he has not come out with any solution.
He has not said as to what is the solution
which he proposes to give to see that the
role of the Railways is improved and its
participation in the economy and the
passenger movement is increased. Sir, the
role of Railways, as the Railway Minister
has rightly said, is that of a commercial
organisation as well as a public utility
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organisation. We have to define it prop-
erly. We have to see whether we want to
keep the Railways as a public utility
organisation or a commercial organisa-
tion, because Railways need resources
and resources have to be generated. It is
an admitted fact that resources are not
coming from the General Budget. So it
has to remain a vibrant commercial or-
ganisation offering public utility at an
economical cost. Sir, the Indian Railways
has become a big monolithic organisa-
tion. It has been inflicted with a lot of
financial and administrative problems
which is making the Indian Railways an
inefficient organisation. There is hardly
any financial discipline as far as the
Indian Railways are eoncerned. Sir, why
I am saying this is, if you compare the
Annual Report of Railways in 1996-
97—you have submitted the Annual Re-
port along with the profits and the Ba-
lance Sheet—in 1995-96, the Railways’
gross earning was around 18.44 per cent,
on its gross traffic revenue. In the next
year, in 1996-97, in spite of the rise in the
gross traffic earnings, the net earning has
gone down to 14,90 per cent. There is a
fall of three and a half per cent which
resulted in a profit loss of Rs. 860 crores.
In one, year, had the Railways taken care
to bring proper financial discipline and
bring economy properly, at the resultant
profit if they had maintained the precen-
tage of gross earning, then the revenue of
Railways would have been more by
Rs.860 crores in 1996-97. You take the
incremental revenue and the profit
earned from 1995-96 to 1996-97. Norma)-
'ly in a business concern the profit margin
increases as the turn-over increases. But
.in Railways the profit margin has fallen
down to 3.52% on the revenue gener-
ated. Sir, I have been a Member of this
House for the last four years. Being a
Chartered Accountant and a financial
man 1 have been urging in this House
that the Railways should look at its
finances. Railways' finances are in a
shabby way. There is absolutely no finan-
cial discipline. I have seen this because 1
have had the opportunity of being the

[RAJYA SABHA]

(Railways), 1988-89 376

Chairman of the Wagons Committee of
the Rajya Sabha. I have also been in the,
MPs’ committee on the Konkan Railway. -
I have looked into all these aspects..
Every committee and every report, in-
cluding the Standing Committee reports,
have gone into the details of this wasteful -
expenditure. The Standing Committee’s
reports are there. The Select Committee’s
reports are there. But the tendency in the
Railways is to ignore the Parliamentary
Committee reports. Their tendency is
throw these reports in the dustbin.

Take the wagon committee’s report.
The Rajya Sabha appointed a Select
Committee. This Committee went into
the various aspects - pertaining to wa-
gons— the assets, the shortage of wa-
gons, etc. The whole country says there is
shortage of wagons but the Railways say
that there is no shortage. Then they
introduced the tender system. The Par-
liamentary Committee says that that is all .
wrong and the Railways should reverse it.
The present Minister of State for Rail-
ways was a member of the Standing
Committee. He has also given a report
on wagons. All these reports have been
ignored. I am sorry to make this state-
ment that the Railways have very little
respect for Parliamentary Committees’ re-
ports. They have not implemented any-
thing.

Sir, there is another tendency in regard
to wasteful assets. The investment is not
generating income. I am not talking ab-
out the present Railway Minister, But it
has been the habit of all the Railway
Ministers 1o go on including new projects.
To satisfy the various constituents, you
will be including a number of projects
and then not make any allocation. The
allocation may be a hundred rupees or a
thousand rupees or ten thousand rupees.
Probably they have been trying to mis-
lead the general public by announcing so

- many big projects which are never taken

up. I will give you an -example. In
Karanataka, so many projects have been
taken up, which are either half-complete,
not completed and so on, but these have

.t
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been included in the Budget. 1 have gone
through the proposals for new railway
lines. Rs. 1,464 crores worth of projects
have been included in the Budget. Do
you know what the aliocation for these
projects is? 1t is only thirty crores. What
will happen if you allocate thirty crores
for projects worth Rs. 1,464 crores? Take
up projects worth Rs. 200 crore, allocate
Rs. 200 crores and complete the projects
in that year. Sir, these projects will not
sce the light of the day for another ten to
fifteen years.

Then, take gauge conversion. When a
Railway Minister comes from Karnataka,
guage conversion in Karnataka goes. Sir,

the railway line from Gadag to Bijapur is.

a very important line. Gauge conversion
was laken up four years ago. Normally
gauge conversion should be completed in
one year. They have invested Rs. 120
crores and it is still half-complete.
Another cighty crores are to be invested.
For the last four years they have not
invested anything. And what is the cost
escalation? Who is responsible for this?
Are they accountable to the Parliament?
You present the Budget, the Budget is
approved and then there is no accounta-
bility of the Railways as far as the finan-
cial discipline is concerned. Sir, this re-
source crunch is not because funds are
not available, Take the Konkan Railway
We went into these things. The financial
cost of this project is Rs. 2,000 crores,
though the Ministry has said it is Rs.
1,200 crores. The financial cost is Rs.
2,000 crores on the Konkan Railway. A
project which should have cost normally
Rs. 1,500 crores, it has cost Rs. 4,000
crores. There was a lot of mismanage-
ment in it. Nobody is accountable for it.
The public money is wasted. So, my
concern is, let not a project be delayed.
Sir, mobilisation of resources is a major
problem for Railways. Yes, 1 agree. We
have a billion worth of assets which are
lying idle. No income is being generated
from those assets. Then, they talk of
resource crunch. Rupees 3,000 crores is
the Plan expenditure. How are you going
to complete these projects? The Railway
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Minister has said in the Status Paper and
in the budget about the declining role of
Railways in the national economy. It will
decline and further decline and  after
some time it will become irrclcvant. Af-
ter some time, the Railways will become
irrelevant in the whole economy of traffic
movement of which you should have
been the leader.

Sir, 1 would not like to take much time
of the House. So many Members have
spoken about differcnt railway lines and
all that. It is not happening. But, I would
like to tel) the hon. Minister onc thing.
Bangalore is a very, very important
centre in the whole country. 1t is onc of
the major citites. Sir, Bangalore has no
infrastructure. 1 am thankful to the Rail-
way Minister that he has included a
scheme through which therc can be a
circular railway automatically by doubl-
ing. It is not a new linc. He is not going
to put a circular line. For example, they
have included Kengeri-Ramanagaram,
Yeshwantpur-Tumkur, Bangalore-
Whitcfield-Krishnarajapuram  and - then
Yelahanka-Chikkaballapur. If they take
up doubling of these four lincs, then the
congestion in Bangalore could be re-
moved. It will lead to orderly growth of
thosc arcas. What are the funds required
for it? They have provided Rs. 210 crores
in the Budget. They have included it this
year. But, against Rs. 210 crores, they
have allocatcd only Rs. 3,000. Sir, I have
a suggestion for the Railway Minister.
The Railways have the problem of re-
sources. You are taking Rs. 210 crores to
Mumbai and you have separate com-
panies for the suburban railway there. In
the same way, for Bangalore also, we
request the Government of Karnataka to
let the local people raise rosources where
it is very urgent. It is not a big problem
for Karnataka to improve the infrastruc-
ture of Bangalore. For raising Rs.250
crores the Railways can come out with a
separate scheme or the BOLT scheme or
any other scheme. The Railways can raise
resources by issue of special bonds like
they did in the case of Konkan Railway.
In the same way, infrastructure can be
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improved in Bangalore. It is a very im-
portant thing. I am thankful to the Rail-
way Minister as he has included this
project in the Budget, but don’t keep it
just by a thousand or two thousand
rupees. The Railways should take up this
project and make it a success. We will all
co-operate in it. Once this is done, it will
become a model for other mctro citites.
At present, your concern is raising. re-
sources. You can raise resources  and
resources are available. What is needed is
the will to raise resources. I am sure that
vou will definitely take up the Bangalore
project on a priority basis and make it an
example for raising resources.

Sir, 1 am concluding in a minute. 1
would like to makc a mention of two-
three  under-bridges. You have started
bridges at Channapatna and
Ramanagarum. The work for thesc
bridges started about four years back. It
was said that both these bridges required
about Rs. 6 crores cach. Even today, no
allocation has been made for them.
Likewise, a number of bridges arc there.
How are you going to do it? We have the
right o demand it as public represen-
tatives. By just including these works in
thc Budget, are we going to satisfy our
constituencies? Arc you going to satisfy
our people? Are you going to do justice
with the work entrusted to you? You
have to put these questions to your offic-
ers betore vou take their advice. First of
all, 1 request the hon. Minister 1o look
inta his own financial difficultics. You
look into your own tinancial  health.
Crores of rupees worth of scrap is lving
in the Railways., No account! Their ba-
lance sheet never shows this. Nobaody
knows in the Railways the extent of scrap
they have. They would only say that this
vear we raised Rs. 500 crores by sale of
scrap, nexd vear Rs. 1000 crores by sale
of scrap and the third year Rs. 1,500
crores. We have a right to know the total
scrap available with the Railways. You
arc removing so many wagons. Each
wagon is worth lakhs of rupees. There is
no acocunting system. It is accounted
nowherc. 1 appeal to the hon. Railway
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Minister to look into all these things.
You have rightly shown concern. Waste-
ful expenditure also is mentioned in your
Budget Speech. You want to adopt aus-
terity measurcs. We welcome it. But, at
the same time, just by saying that you arc
concerned will not help you and you will
not be able to achieve anything. There
should be determination and dynamism
to sce that you deliver the goods.
Burcaucracy will not help you to do this
unless you show the way with determina-
tion. Only then things will move. Thank
you, Sir.

SHRI C.P. THIRUNAVUKKARASU
(Pondicherry): Pondicherry is a small Un-
ion Territory and my demands also will
be small. The Minister nced not worry
much. There is a French saying, “If you
want to be happy for a day, have a peg
of whisky. If you want to be happy for a
month, marry a girl. If you want to be
huppy throughout your life, be a lawyer.”
I want o convert “lawyer’ into *Minister
for Ratlways’. If a person wants to be
happy throughout his life, let him be a
Minister of Railways. The rcason is, he
can meet all sorts of people of all cul-
turcs, civilisations, erceds, people from
South, North, East and West. Diffcrent
sorts of people he meets and so he will
be always happy in his endecavour.

[ was more happy to notwe in the
Budget a certain section of association
being given importance. Recently, an as-
soctation has been formed by the back-
ward class people at the Railways in
Tamil Nadu, in Chennai. The association
was formed and that association was al-
lowed to represent to the zonal level
managers and divisional managers. Ear-
licr there was a restriction to meet the
zonal as well as divisional managers on
the backward class employces and they
had appointed  liaison  officers  and
through them only they had to meet.
When | saw the Budget, I was happy to
note  that the backward class workers
were allowed 10 meet the zonal managers
as well as the highest level officers. They
arc entitled to go and represent before
the Railway Board also. It is also said in
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the Budget that all the bencfits of the
Scheduled Caste and the Scheduled Tribe
associations will be given to these associa-
tions. | um more indebted to the Ruilway
Minister since I belong to a backward
community. 1 am also indebted to the
Chicf Minister of Tamil Nadu who is
always interested in the uplift of the
backward community and its employcces.
He has taken special steps and 1 am
highly thankful to him. My humble sub-
mission is that 1 am now able to scc in

the Budget that Villupuram-Pondicherry:

line will be converted ino broad gauge.
It is mentioned in the Budget that the
project will be taken up only after neces-
sary procedural approval. As has been
puinted just now, the proposal should not
be at the Budget level only but it should
be continued and implemented. All sorts
of procedural difficultics may kindly be
removed and the conversion may be ta-
ken up at an carly date. 1 am able 10 see
that with regard to  Tiruchchirappalli-
Karur-Nagore-Karaikal section Rs. 138
crores were allotted and in 1995-96 Rs.
28 crores were spent. After that the wark
was stopped. The reason was, amount is
surrendered due 1o slow progress of work
‘under contracts.” The work has been
slowed down from the year 1997, There
is no progress at all. The work  has
stagnated. On the other hand, the work
15 now in the Budget alone. Sir, 1 submit
that this may kindly be taken into consid-
cration. In the year 1997, Mr. Ram Vilas
Paswan announced in the Parliament that
there would be a rail link between Pon-
dicherry and Tindivanam. 1 have perused
this Budget and I have found that it has
not been included in this Budget at all. 1
request the hon. Minister may kindly
lake note of this matter and do some-
thing for the people of Pondicherry so
that they are able 1o have a rail link with
Tindivanam. Finally, T would like to say
that yesterday while answering Question
No. 104 Mr. Advandi said, On the issuc
of Pondicherry if the hon. Members ap-
prisc me, I will ook into this because |
regard Delhi and Pondicherry as having

an analogous position. If there is any
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recommendation from Pondicherry  As-
sembly for statchood, our Government
certainly will be willing to consider it.”
Advandiji  stated  yesterday that the
Government is ready to give statchood to
Pondichcrry. Tomorrow a dclegation is
coming from Pondicherry to meccet the
Prime Minister and other Ministers. This
delegation would be consisting of Chicf
Minister and other ministers from that
State. They arc coming here by train.
They would all request for statchood o
be given to Pondicherry. 1 hope that
Pondicherry will be given full statchood.
In that State the trains which I requested,
may be allowed to ply. Thank you, Sir.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI MD.
SALIM): Dr. Y. Radhuakrishna Murty,
you have two minutes to speak. . (Inter-
rapuons). ..

DR. Y. RADIHAKRISHNA MURTY
(Andhra Pradesh): If it is so difficult to
accommodate me, I would sit down.
—Alerruptions). ..

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI MD.
SALIM): No, no, you can speak for two
minutes. ... (frterruptions)... Pleasc try to
conclude within three or four minutes,
. AInterruptions)..

DR. Y. RADHAKRISHNA MURTY:
I think I am the last speaker and 1 think 1
should pet the consolation of speaking for
a longer time. . (Imterruptions)... Sir, 1
nse to speak mainly on o few issues
concerming. .. (fnrerruptions)... Sir, the
Railway Minister is also not here. So, 1
should sit down. ... {dnterruptions). ..

SHRI SOMPAL: We arc taking notes
on his behalf. He will just join us. ... (in-
terruptions) ...

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI MD.
SALIM): The Minister is very well rep-
resented by his colleagues here. .. (Inter-
ruptions)... Please speak.

DR. Y. RADHAKRISHNA MURTY:
Sir, T have just three or four points to
submit. I compliment the Railway Minis-
ter, even if he is not here, for the small
merey that he has shown to Andhra
Pradesh. I have some complaints  also
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which may probably be taken as compli-
ment.

Number one, he has given us two new
trains and I thank him for that. One is
Guntur - Secunderabad Express which is
a short distance train and the second one
is, Bangalore - Visakhapatnam Express.
This hc has made only once a week. My
request is to make it thrice a week.

The second point is, our State Govern-
ment has requested for more trains. I am
not going to press for all those things.
But, two trains arc very important. One
is Visakhapatnam - Mumbai Express via
Vijayawada-Guntur—this via is impor-
tant. Another is, Hyderabad-Chennai.
Sir, we have a Hyderabad-Chennai train.
But this train should be via Bibinagar
and Nadikudi — this via is important.

The third point is about frequcncy and
extension. 1 am thankful that the Hy-
derabad — Cochin Express has now be-
come a weckly train. 1 thank him for
that. At the same time, there has been a
request from the people as well as from
our hon. Chicf Minister to extend this
train up to Kanyakumari. This has not
been conceded. I request the hon. Rail-
way Minister to consider this very small
request because a large number of pecople
belonging to that arca live in Hyderabad
and  surrounding towns of Andhra
Pradesh and they are finding it very
imconvenient.

The fourth point is, we request you to
review the survey report of Badrachalam
- Kovuru. This suggested line was survey-
ed and the officers have given the report
that it is not cconomical, It is not a
question of economy. It is a question of
serving the very backward areas of a
forward district — very backward areas
of Khammam, West Godavari — and
extending it up to Visakhapatnam. So, by
doing this, you will be helping a great
deal specially the Girijan areas through
which this train is supposed to pass.
Sccondly, from Kothagudem, which is a
coal belt, coal can be transported through
this route. This is a very short route
going up to Visakhapatnam where you

[RAIYA SABHA]

(Railways), 1988-89 384

are going to have thermal power stations
and all that. We are going to have them.

The fifth point is, there is a request
from the hon. Chief Minister of Andhra
Pradesh for a South-East Coast Zone.
That is there on paper. But the point is,
it should include the Hubli Division, it
should include the Visakhapatnam Divi-
sion and it should also include the Gun-
takal Division. Sir, the Andhra Pradesh
Assembly has also passed a resolution to
this effect on 13.09.1996.

The sixth point is about a local point
regarding Khammam town. Sir, Kham-
mam is the district headquarters and
incidentally, this is the town from which 1
come. There is a demand for an over-
bridge since 1977 — I repeat since 1977.
There has been a lot of correspondence.
Four Members of Parliament from the
same district had submitted a Memoran-
dum for this overbridge because the rail-
way line cuts across the town and there is
a lot of traffic jam and for eighteen hours
in a day the level-crossing remains closed.

SHRI SOM PAL: What is that point?
Could you repeat the place of the bridge?

DR. Y. RADHAKRISHNA MURTY:
Khammam town; 483 Kms./28-30. Sir,
this is the location. The hon. Chief Minis-
ter of Andhra Pradesh wrote a number of
letters to the Government, apart from the
Members of Parliament. The first letter
was written on 24.02.1997. The reply
came on 18.07.1997. All right. Again the
hon. Chief Minister wrote on 26.11.1997.
Shall 1 give reference number for the
sake of your officers?

SHRI SOM PAL: Not necessary.

DR. Y. RADHAKRISHNA MURTY:
Okay. That means, correspondence
through these three letters has taken
eight months. It is already three years
since the Memorandum was submitted by
the Members of Parliament but so far no
reply has been received.

I had written three letters to the Gen-
eral Manager of South Central Railway,
but no reply has been received so far.
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Our municipality had written letters, but
no reply has been received. So, this is the
position which 1 would like the hon.
Minister to take note of and see what
could be done. Then, our Chief Minister
— in his letter had assured that he was
going to deposit 50 per cent of the
estimated cost of this over-bridge, the
moment you require. But, still no reply
has come from the department. -

My next point is about Khammam
district. The foundation-stone was laid for
a railway sleeper factory, at™a place called
BONAKAL, about 20 kilometres from
Khammam hecadquarters. On 30th De-
ccmber, 1989, the then Minister from the
district invited the then Railway Minister
aid laid the foundation stone—of course,
he won clections—but nothing has hap-
pened. Now, the foundation stone there
is like a tomb-stone for that project. [
would like the hon. Minister to look into
it and see as to what has happened for
the last ten years.

Now, 1 take the freight increase. About
other things 1 do not want to comment,
but a 20 per cent increase for magazines,
[ think, is not just. 1 request you to
reconsider your proposal.

Increasc in coaches to 24 in some of
the selected trains is also a welcome
feature. But, may I request you, Sir, that
those extra coaches may be for general
passengers, for general compartments,
not for special compartments, like sleeper
coach, first class or second class because
we see people herded into general com-
partments. This, probably, you will have
tb take into account.

My last point is about the terrorist
activities, which we also have in Andhra
Pradesh, just as they in Assam, etc. A lot
of care should be taken to protect the
railway lines. There was an incident
where a railway bogey of Kakatiya Ex-
press with 43 persons — was burnt. All
of them died. So, such things are happen-
ing there. A number of blasts have hap-
pened on railway lines. This is a Naxalite
menace in our State. So, every care
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should be taken to see that the lives of
passengers are protected.

Then, you have raised the price of
platform ticket to Rs. 34, 1 would re-
quest you to price it at 50 paise and
collect it from every person who is on the
platform. I assure you that you will get
more revenue than by fixing it at Rs. 3/~.
Thank you very much for the time given.
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DR. BIPLAB DASGUPTA: Sir,
before you call the next speaker, I have a
point to raise. Now it is already 7
o’clock. If the Minister wants to reply to
debate and if the voting is to be taken, I
would suggest that....

SHRI NITISH KUMAR: Voting is not
needed. Tt is a general discussion.

DR. BIPLAB DASGUPTA: All right.
If the Minister wants to reply to the
debate, he has to be given some time. I
understand the time allotted to all the
parties has been exhausted. If that is the
case, then it should be made clear how
many speakers will be allowed to speak.
Since all the parties have exhausted their
time, let the Minister reply now.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI MD.
SALIM): It is a good suggestion. Almost
all the political parties allotted time has
been exhausted. But, still there are
requests from two or three speakers. If
the House permits we can allow them to
speak for two to three minutes. Whether
the hon. Minister will reply today or not,
I will have to take the sensc’of the
House.

SHRI NITISH KUMAR: Sir, 1 want to
reply today itself.

SHRI TRILOKI NATH
CHATURVEDI: 1 think the House
agrees to the request of the hon.
Minister.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI MD.

" SALIM): We can finish the discussion

today itself. But, before that there arc
two or three names. For them there is no
time available. If they want to withdraw
their names, it is all right. Or they can
just raise one or two points within two or
three minutes.

sft qurferya WeEa (A wew): it
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THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI MD.
SALIM): Shri Angou Singh. If you have
one or two demands, you just' make
them.

SHRI W. ANGOU SINGH (Manipur):
Thank you, Mr. Vice-Chairman. [ will
not take much time of the House. Before
I come to my demands, first I apologise
to the House. My name was called out
yesterday by the Chair to participate in
the discussion. But I did not respond to
it

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI MD.
SALIM): Did you speak yesterday?

SHRI W. ANGOU SINGH: No.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI MD.
SALIM): You spoke yesterday.
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SHRI W. ANGOU SINGH: No, I
didn’t speak. If I had participated in the
disucssion, when the two Ministers were
not present there, the people of my
State, who are so much discontented,
would have thought that I was speaking
in the air. That ‘is why I did not
paticipate in the debate yesterday.
Today, 1 will simply pldce my demands
before the hon. Minister. Since the
Minister is going to reply to the debate
now, 1 think he will respond to my
demands also.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI MD.
SALIM): After listening to his reply if
you find that your demands have not
been taken care of, then you can raise
those issues. Since you have already
spoken, please sit down.

SHRI W. ANGOU SINGH: I did not
speak yesterday. My demand is that there
should be a railway line from Dipcu to
Karong and from Karong to Imphal
which will lead to Moreh, a border town
of Manipur. In the last Budget there was
a provision for this project. But this time
I don’t see any such provision. This is my
first demand. My second demand is
regarding extension of broad gauge line
from Silchar to Jiribam. In the last
Budget, there was a provision for
conducting a survey. What is the position
now? Nothing has been mentioned about
it in this Budget.

Sir, One computer reservation counter
has been opened at Imphal. But that
counter is only for outgoing journey. We
gﬂlnot reserve our tickets for return
journey at this counter. My demand is
‘that this facility also should be provided
there:

As per the Merger Agreement of
Manipur, the Manipuris should be given
more employment opportunitics by the
Govesament of India. The Railway
Department is a very ‘big Department.
The Railway Department should also give
some -employment opportunities (o
Manipuris. I would request the hon.
Minister to respond to my demands.
Thank. you.

[RAJYA SABHA]
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always remember.



403 The Budget

s T & R e B TR A T W
& 2 4 gv I I w0 At A
s frdrt | G-I W deeEs 9y
T o @ 9 010 gn @ Feien T G2
@ § iz &@ ¥ fr A awll w anuRa A
o @ 3o wg o fe Brgu & fore
a@ 7 A 1§ R @ Tew g A
R oo TERe W @ o) B & e A
A qeree g o, 3 e ¥, B At 3R
fR =@l 1 Ieorm fem o1, I R wiiE
frm 31 TR —WHN W A% WA A 2,
s g N wfe fen 1 Paee—
aEn ¥ W T RAsEn % e 20 Hz
E9E F § A a1 o uim @ Imw o
i gwaw B R, 3 o wm oy

s dm ad-dw A R wa w7 & F fed
# W A W N wem 1996-97 3
TAIRYA o1 30.5 FAT, 1997-98 ¥ YAFYA o
71.02 Wz Y, Afe wd frmn gEn? sW
o A SHF I ¥, IR A DfEs B,
arcfa ondt f ®v § dam 56 @@ 3, A
3t 7 T TW S WS IO ¢, T+
afas 1997-98 & @ Ad-§e § + W o=
of@sAr & fau 34.22 FUT A @S & 9
¥ @ T T e W@ 1997-98 H?
[EgWIE  OREd, T 100 WIS WY W
Taur W@ ) A T AN B e TE
@ 3l F N 6 TauE AW @ T D q€
&% & T R

# o -FER % Wil F e @
oW Fx w@ § IR d WY wTH I G9E
e e §, A § TR @A adl A
3R TP FoN W {1 TN T R o
e § sep-wmede # ot € A &, § avgen
GCERER R R R
M IR W A D WA I I A W
& ugl st wiE du se WA aE e
¢ fF IW-SR-ARREn o & P @
&t o @ W v R oo, Reg 9
A WHER G0 A Y e FH W
Foft 81 S smum M 8, AW W, T FA
™ & sk @ W o] wh-IeR A $
fore 45 #lz T4 W YEUA ®R R
Y- ST-aEE ¥ o B 75 # F

[RAJYA SABHA]

(Railways), 1988-89 404

F wauA fFm 21 1996-97 ¥ T WA W
41 FT WY, 1997-98 F TA WA W 104
g Wy, @4 W 1997-98 §, @ AMaww
Rrm ¢, 90 #z wy 3k 1998-99 ¥ v

" wagH fE 120 3T TIY W | T N H

T T A JE A % ¥ ¢, Huen
0, Swen weA Fon) A v § 5 ¥
aedf | SR | WHE WE W 9H a9
aifey, S IQ T T TSl W T
w1

o RY # 9 # W) 9 Ry F of
ofe wgr 7§ ¥\ ofind de ¥ Gy ¥ o W@
& @ o, yiend s & fag ot ofr age ¢
et e R T s A W R A
gge, frach waw @) | A fad 3 1997-98
& dea e § det T W T@
wew €1 W TR YW AE e ¥, Ie
fr & 66.5 W WaWA W, 48.97 & g R4
5 W) W NEU 68.92 HUT I T ¢ Al
Y @ ) u T e, o weaeh, saRm &
fucfedt & 81 b soman yofRfsm ak
FAFE R IR TN D @
50 fewa @ st A wowa § & ofim e $
ae s T FreeR R W W ek
3 e W oS s R wel A
o ¥ T [ AR el N Fa,
gafem, edede, T wE W R Ao ¥,
oo IR TN AL A ufEm A F o g
163 FVE 21 G T9Y & WEUH FR T @

e, fu i R e B wg @ Soew
Fam Y W ™ Bea 3 W e & Rag
A s 2 U agd R, g @ =
s fdaw a8 & faars smn #1 ondi
¥ e Wl S T aeRd, e R
o€ TheA TE R 3EW & Rrg gan § A
R wd @ sk W @ T e
sfafen o5 W @ | a8 R WA Feaw § Iu
& afge ) a Roc ar woe weor ¥ R
A T I g, SR R R T
WAt W w g T A
deFnat 1 Ieo@ @ R} AT Iu g @
fremta ¢ ot wfm &im A & @}
W WK 9t uEeies o d A 2, R 3w
e & o 3, o e w9 Y wd W owm

[



405 The Budget

g ae adl deA W W@ W) W& o
ot ferh, d WfEew e @ ew
I wEN & o T Iu Ieor@ B ¢
NG & 2, =l &l R, S @ nm a2,
sdgm % sRw Ru m k whegw F aAw
MR o T 3R T ¥ IEw gaan f =
fen T 1 3 D 79 ¥ ¢ B TR A fad em
38 D wfen afes e sifa Al o} o
It =few | S| oTifErd Wl & gl af o
& 9 GY W G, A A /i dm I 2
T ge geim 4y R B X dw we dR A
o Al W@ u B A pe demel A
& drem 4 o ag afea few o sk
R a7t 9 & aie ® w9 6w e

TERE, T A @ @ Teee 3w dn ¥
da @ g ¥ W A wE % uw
#E WS § D Ao s Fga @ B EE
guftra fifia Afe) s@ et ofe e
q§ 2, 38 st wm ¥ e 9t s 9 &
TAF TP EI WA B adh add, W
Fagr, Jgtem sl gofRfrRyE, 3 W o
&H S BN U T AW N # e i
A & Fo WA 2100 FAg I H
WA B @ w@ ¥ T ¥ 30,000 W
35,000 ®Ig TYU & G AT B FR
q@? wfeE & fF w1 w8 } oA &
YR W el ) B Son A sedm ® W
7 ¥ | ueied, Fead ¢ kb “8d @ T, T
@ e | S, Ted i e T e,
B oufe W R R, wE } W owR?
geifern & Y Rew AW @ T R} o T A
W e W R gwen, $3 hiangs
N F R R R Y e faRa fafa A
A wgEd o1 @& & oh 3w wew F WY dwen
5 w9 Rew SR @ ek A Rew W
m@ fe s e e am faar #fsm
daen afwe ¥ owg T ¥

wRied, ¥ 7 wen dEw § R e A mH A
gl W o F P B 3 9w 9 T, @
aF el WA F Fm W R S w®
gax o € 2 fr O W@ ¥ A o, w
A idi A mIA W
AFG T R TAN T W S qfE@eET o

am ok T g A e § s

{4 JUNE, 1998]

(Railways), 1988-89 406

arfes feafa 8 s Fow Ed@ 1 3 A
a9 v 8, 3t @ T8 gy o= R, R g
T2 waE e w9 & o s @
A RN G amud 3R a9 i o & A
TS ¢, S fonig® €0 ¥ e ugEe W
M1t i T SR 9'E W ofF o™ W
0@ ¥ gu 39 W FEN I & W ¥
Fo AW fem ¥ afer = aw W W
TN TOI? Wi Wil ® WIS aga 9ol
1w R e d ol @ wd feue O
s W g ok = TR 7 W ¥
w7 Tm AW 3w AN W e wgdl §
A Reum i A 99| 9A @ B o 2§
Iai s YW 3 ¥ fon ¥ S@ ol
e 9 & § 29 €, a9 @ o & fag
¥ ¥ & e AW 2 ¥ fog daAR E AR @
%o % o dar 23 & fan dam A ¥ e
s B & el @ H we v W
feet g €7 A Wiy o @-3% FF 9@
A G v W R T g et A R
o T W A & o st @R v o @
A SR wH W AEEE e @ W 3R e
& F fe S R e € 36% WY e
& 2| I A T i @ W e
9 A @ A 39 TeTE @ g &1 gy
a&a At e @ af ¥1 80 Whrwa @m S

T 0 T o T T A g A A

A 9 36 TR A WE SR @
A 2800 FE W UE= T IR wH
350-400 FE TN IEH F FWH 24 T W
o @ ¥, T P O A o gEm A
S wma frn € R o e @9 W@ @
R T YA T oqEd AN T | S F Aol
g T S A @ ofae T oA s
e R am T 4 N e fefa F
feufa & et Saen w0 w1 3R W WiE
FEFN AR AE AR AT
g A w R} YFE W 9w TE s W
I RIWEmA MR W R T A
TGF e ¥ AEA Rdh | 9 A W A @
@ S W@ 2 S a8 @ @ IO &
@ g § IO | FEY IEE e T F
fou o Wt o 6 30 e w2 3 gW AR
gz 7 A W o v o o @ ik R
st



407 The Budget

FS AN A AT F R * waed, geiarE
# 20 whrvra 9 @ ¥ | A T FeW? T
R g e % fog & it 5R @
3 a2 139 39 N I ge R, o e
A U gz R A R o W e F
fere 4-4, 5-5, 6-6 TigEl UL @R € T T
BR E et @ AR 39 we A b @
HR 20 faww wQ T 9w A qw 3G §
F? 3@ d9 War ot wiEE # o | e
N et e ahE @ mia e § 9
aEh, B miea WS @ W d awn sk
3G9 IoR ¥ o fad wd =fen ol wwpd
dfrw & gafes oy Y A w0 W) 5
W A gfg 7 § T wiiE 9 } @ e A
AN H I IRE s adARE ;=
¥ F0-2 T 8, T8 F-Toor T ¥, S
T % v uidE wel & © ¥ wm Wiim a
a7 ast @ & 9w 2 ol uffw =t s
& W it @ e afdw ¥ e e
o § 78 w8 v W ¥ s & e
TS F R e vEE e d, we Sl
=gl & 9 w1 @ ¥ T e T W
v fo 2 ol mvlow R TR SR T |
A & qEn e € 39T Y o @ Aot ot ¥y
& o1 F@ E, SR A G & § g
& T F RN AR W AE wR E ) gafE
IR T W wG & A T o g A
21 %R v a1 s ok @ g= S il
o fred &7 % @ o @ REr @ W

¥ Il 3 I ' wRe F 9 d
% wEe e g1 AR T ¥ R =
oeRy 1 W @ w9 R Rl R
&1 1 Gied & To ST @ ohead 9l | 98
frgmm 8, a8 W A4 ¥9 [ | O FH
am &1 ghu A S TR gREw ¢ I g
S F TR AT AT A TR W W
T g 3R TR 9 e o o AR § 3
¥ g9 | @ gen w0 g F migE
¥ W 7R B € U WS TR F 8, A
Tu A T H g T 2 T T R R
a9 ¥ we @ F3 H = H LW, T
ST and @ S E? SRR @ @
@ 3 s o W W AF [ T wE?
Am @t W 33N A& wifa ¥ @ = @

{RAIYA SABHA]|

(Railways), 1988-89 408

WS AN T F MR TR
# 3R s W wd A T 9 ¥ ol aw
a1 e o % € R 9 e @ e
) Sl R frew geN R @ W S w0
fean sm? A v 1w 22 ol § dAeR
# TEW ¢ | B R WA 7 e @ e
AN Tehefad so @ Woe ¥ 1 I SR
M 3 W W i @ W@ R,
FA N wm AN F WA F@ oo W OH
YA @ W R (FmEum) ...

SHRI VAYALAR RAVI (Kerala): I
appreciate your concern about reduction
in employment opportunities. May I put
up a question? You may clarify. Will yu
fill up all the posts lying vacant? There is
a ten per cent cut every year. Will you
please drop that ten per cent cut and fill
up all the vacancies? Will you, also,
avoid accidents?
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MESSAGE FROM THE LOK SABHA
The National Institute of Pharmaceutical
Education and Research Bill, 1998

SECRETARY-GENERAL: Sir, I have
to report to the House the following
message received from the Lok Sabha

* signed by the Secretary-General of the

Lok Sabha:

“In accordance with the provisions
of rule 96 of the Rules of Procedure
and Conduct of Business in Lok
Sabha, I am directed to enclose the
National Institute of Pharmaceutical
Education and Research Bill, 1998, as
passed by Lok sabha at its sitting held
on the 4th June, 1998.”

Sir, 1 lay the Bill on the Table.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI MD.
SALIM): The House stands adjourned till
11.00 A.M. on Friday, the 5th June,
1998.

The House then adjourned
at fiftysix minutes past seven
of the clock till eleven of the
clock on Friday, the 5th
June, 1998.



