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"You will be glad to know that Ministry of 
Railway have decided to place your name on 
the panel of the non-official member of the 
Railway Recruitment Board. For being 
associated with the Interview Committee, 
representative of backward classes, you are 
requested to please get in touch with the 
Chairman of the Railway Recruitment Board, 
who is being advised to obtain you b1o-data 
for completing necessary formalities." 
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Issue of Chandigarh 
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expected from the Home Minister this 
because we always demanded that 
Chandigarh should be given to Punjab. 
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The Punjab Chief Minister said, "It is 

unfortunate that successive Central 

Governments have continued to ignore our 

legitimate claims. Chandigarh belongs to 

Punjab and in this we are not seeking any 

special concession from the Centre." 

According to him both the law as well as the 

past precedents dictated that in any division 

of State the existing Capital always remains 

in the parent State. 
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Chandigarh and other Punjabi-speaking areas 
belong to Punjab. They should be given to 
Punjab. ? 
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Economic blockage of National Highways 

No. 39 and 53 

SHRI W. ANGOU SINGH (Manipur): 

Thank you, Mr. Vice-Chairman, for 
allowing mc to raise a special issue for 
saving the lives of the people of Manipur. 

Sir. Manipur is a land-locked State. There 

is no water-way or railway to reach the St; c. 

The National Highways arc the only life-line 

for the State of Manipur. There are two 

National Highways. One, the National 

Highway No. 39, passes through Nagaland. 

Another, the National Highway No. S3, 

passes through Assam, Silchar. Nowadays 

the National Highway No. S3 is not in a 

proper condition to be utilised. The National 

Highway No. 39 is the only life-line for the 

State of Manipur now. 

The present position is that this National 
Highway has been blocked by launching an 
economic blockage by two Naga 
organisations, the Naga National Council and 
the Naga Students Union, who arc opposing 
the creation of a separate Sadar Hill 
(Kangpokpi) District in Manipur. This 
blockage is continuing from the 21st of May, 
1998. 

The creation of the Sadar Hill (Kangpokpi) 

District is the common demand of all the 

regional and national level parties in the 

State. The Creation of the separate Sadar Hill 

(Kangpokpi) District has been included in the 

election manifestos of all the parties. 

The present Government has decided to 

create this district. On hearing that the Naga 

organisation, the Naga National Council and 

the Naga Students Union proposed the 

economic blockage of the National Highway. 

The present Chief Minister called a meeting 

of all the parties to discuss about the creation 

of the Sadar Hill (Kangpokpi) District. All 

the parties took a decision to request the 

Naga organisations to withdraw the 

blockage, but the Naga organisations have 

rcfuesed it. 

Now, the present position is that all the 

trucks carrying essential commodities and oil 

tankers have been damaged "on the way 

when they are coming to approached the 

capital of Manipur, Imphal. The truck owners 

resolved not to ply on this road without 

Security. Because of this the people of 

Manipur are now not able to receive essential 

commodities. In order to save them from this 

state of affairs, I would request the hon. 

Home Minister to take immediate measures 

so that the essential commodities safely reach 

Manipur. 

Another appeal to the Central Government 

is thai the Government of India should recruit 

National Highway Security Force so that 

they can be utilised for protection of National 

Highways where there is absence of railways 

in the border state like Manipur. 
THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI JOHN F. 

FERNANDES): We have nine more 
speakers. We will permit two minutes to each 
speaker. Just make suggestions, so that the 
Minister can reply to you. Wc have already 
debated enough on it. Shri Raghavji. 
 

SHORT      DURATION      DISCUSSION 

Alarming   Deterioration   in   Power   and 

Water Supply Situation in the Country 
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