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The Resolution was, by leave, withdrawn. 

RESOLUTION RE, STEEPLYRISING 

PRICES OF ESSENTIAL 

COMMODITIES AND THE NEED TO 

STRENGTHEN PUBLIC 

DISTRIBUTION SYSTEM. 

SHRI     KHAGEN     DAS     (Tripur:.): 

Madam,   Deputy   Chairman,   I   beg   to 

move the following Resolution: 

"That this Hosue disapproves the totiil 

in action of the Government in tackling 

the very sharp rise in the prices of 

essential commodities like cereals, 

vegetables, edible oils, etc., and urges 

upon the Government to immediately 

intervene to roll back the prices of 

essential commodities and strengthen the 

public distribuiton system to protect 

particularly the economically vulnerable 

sections of the society." 

Madam, at the outset I want to say that 

when the devastating fire, engulfs the 

markets, big or small, in rural and urban areas 

throughout the lenght and breadth of the 

country because of skyrocketing of prices of 

essential commodities and when crores and 

crores of people eliving below the poverty 

line are languishing,... 

 

the BJP led Gvoernment like King Nero—
we all know that while Rome was burning 
King Nero was playing with flute—is also 
busy in playing with flute. ��� ��"? �ह 	
 
$����	�, ��	�, ��	� A� $
 ;�B9��9 ह�, �� �� 
���-8+$�-���� ��  ��", 

THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Please don't 

take the names of those who are not Members 

of this House. Neither Ms. Mamata Banerjee 

nor Ms. Jayalaiitha nor even Samata are 

members of this House. 

SHRI KHAGEN DAS: I stand corrected. 

THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: You refer to 

political parties, not to those who are not 

Members of this House. 

�� /� � "��: �� ��  ;�B9��9 �� ���-8+$� 
���� ��  ��"� 

The Government is playing a dangerous 

game with the lives of common people. They 

have no concern for the people or for the 

country—let the country go to hell. Their only 

concern is how to continue in power for some 

days at the expense of the millions and 

millions of people. They must see the writing 

on the wall. Those who deceive people and 

betray people, are not tolerated or are not 

spared by people. This is the lesson of history. 

It is indeed a national tragedy that while the 

prices of essential commodities and items 

which arc required for daily nse are increasing 

by leaps and bounds, the Government has 

been totally indifferent towards the miseries 

and intolerable hardships faced by the people. 

Actually, 'indifferent' is not the right 

expression. The Government had adopted a 

policy of masterly inactivity because it is the 

traders who are benefited out of the price-rice. 

The whole nation know the relation of the 

ruling party with the trading community. It is 

an established fact that farmers or producers 

are not benefited out of the price-rise. All the 

benefit is being pocketed by middlemen. It is 

not my intention to waste the time of the 

House by mentioning statistical details about 

the price-rise. But some of the figures 

available with me are so startling that the 

mention of them becomes imperative. The 

annual rate of inflation has shot up to 7 per 

cent to reach 70 weeks high of 7.41 per cent, 

for the week ending 27 June. As per Govern-

ment's admission, the prices of primary food 

articles have risen by 9.72 per cent while that 

of vegetables have risen by 54.95 per cent. 

These statistical details, however, are not 

reflective of the actual ground situation. 

I would just mention the price of some of the 

items of common use before the Budget and 

after the Budget. The price of onion was Rs. 6 

per kg before the Budget, and it is Rs. 20 per 

kg. after the Budget. The price of potato was 

Rs. 8 
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 and per kg. and now it is Rs. 12 per kg. The 
tomato was Rs. 8 per kg., and now it is Rs. 30 
per kg. The price of lemon was Rs. 25 per kg., 
and now it is Rs. 70 per kg. The price of tea 
was Rs. 176 per kg., and now it is Rs. 190 per 
kg. The price of chicken was Rs. 75 per kg., 
and now it is Rs. 90 per kg. The price of 
cooking oil was Rs. 46 per kg,, and now it is 
Rs. 60 per kg. The price of rajma was Rs. 28 
per kg., and now it is Rs. 35 per kg. The price 
of banana was Rs. 12 per dozen, and now it is 
Rs. 30 per dozen. Madam, the plight of the 
common people can be very much understood 
from these prices. The poor and the middle-
class people have been forced to give up their 
daily items of essential commodities on 
account of this price rise. There are reports of 
starvation from various parts of the country 
and under-nourishment is an estab-fished fact. 
Another anguishing factor behind this price 
rise is its timing. 1997-98, was characterised 
by an overall price stability and the year 
ended with an inflation rate of just five per 
cent. The inflation rate started going up with 
the assumption of the power of the new 
Government. I would like to quote from the 
monthly review of the Indian economy 
prepared by the Centre for Monitoring Indian 
Economy. I quote; "Market reports indicate 
the rise in prices of food articles in April, 
1998. During the first week of April, the 
inflation was 4.7 per cent, and in the second 
week this has risen to 5.03 per cent. The, rate 
is rising steadily from the third week of 
April." In actual terms, the inflation is even 
higher than 7.41 per cent as indicated in the 
Government's report. The reasons for this 
nation-wide spiralling of prices are maify. The 
Railway Budget and the General Budget have 
a direct bearing on the prices of essential 
commodities. The anti-people policies of the 
Government have been vindicated. Then the 
increase of passenger fares and reorganisation 
of tariff on some selected goods had serious 
reprecussions on the prices of essential 
commodities. Then comes various other 
factors  like  the  Pokharan  tests  putting 
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pressure of huge expenditure on the market, 
the devolution of money immediately after the 
bomb blasts at Pokharan, the economic 
sanctions. against the country, the increase of 
indirect taxes, the increase of excise duty 
instead of increasing taxes on imported goods 
and the artificial crisis of essential 
commodities created by speculators, 
middlemen, black-marketeers and hoarders. I 
ask: How can the Government explain the 
manner in which crores of rupees were looted 
by increasing the petroleum prices for a day? 

4.00 P.M. 

Dr. Ramesh Chand of National Centre for 
Agricultural Economics and Policy Research 
told the Outlook' "The combination of an 
eight per cent levy of Excise Duty on 
packaged tea, butter, meat and blended tea in 
the Budget the attempt to embark on export 
liberalisation without import liberalisation 
which removed all restrictions on exports: 
lack of reforms in agriculture sector and 
quantify restrictions and decanalisation of 
goods like onion have resulted in a shortage." 

Dr. S.R. Kalsi of Indian Meteorological 

Departnient said, "While the monsoon cannot 

be blamed for the rise in vegetable prices, as 

it has been normal, a severe winter did have 

some effect on yields of crops like potatoes, 

onions, mangoes and tomatoes. Yet, except 

for mango, it was not significant enough to 

push prices this high." 

It is said that there is hardly any shortfall in 

the vegetable production, save for the minor 

seasonal fall which is there every year. The 

Government's arguments citing this reason 

may enthuse its cadre which naturally give up 

its favourite vegetables and other essential 

items. The people at large will never forgive 

the Government and the Prime Minister who 

snatches milk from their children and make 

their food unattainable. 

It   is   crystal   clear,   after   the   BJP' 

Government took over there has been an all-

round increase in all retail prices ofessential 

commodities, be it wheat, rice. 

[RAJYA SABHA] 284 



285    Resolution Re. 

Steeplyrising Prices of Essential 

Commodities and 
pulses or cereals. Vegetables being the 
commodity of daily use, their prices have 
risen miserably. Madam, this price rise has 
been absolutely unbearable for the farmers. 

[The Vice-Chairman (Shri Sanatan Bisi)      in 

the Chair] 

The Government has itself admitted in 

Parliament that 395 farmers have committed 

suicide. On the one hand, the prices of all 

essential commodities, agricultural inputs 

have increased due to which the farmers are 

unable to buy good quality seeds, fertilisers, 

etc. On the other hand, the prices of all 

essential commodities have increased beyond 

their means. 

It is well-known that prices are linked with 

Government policy. The Government is 

expected to monitor prices and intervene in 

cases of shortages either by resorting to 

imports or by taking stringent measures 

against the hoarders and black-marketers. 

But, they are now a mute spectator. Why and 

what for? This is my question. 

The public revolt on the price rise of 

essential commodities has already begun 

throughout the country. On 14th July, a 

nation-wide demonstration was held against 

the anti-people policy of the Goverimient at 

the call of 'Jatiya Manch'—a platform of 56 

mass organisations in Calcutta. In Calcutta, 

braving torrential rains, thousands of people 

took part in the demonstrations. If the 

Government expects people to tolerate 

hunger, it is living in a fool's paradise. This 

Government has no right to play with the lives 

of crores of hard working and economically 

exploited sections of the people to benefit a 

handful of exploiters and common criminals. 

Still, there is time. The Government must 

mend its ways for the cause of the common 

people. The Public Distribution System must 

be strengthened to protect economically 

vulnerable sections of the society. The Public 

Distribution System can function well only if 

the Government wants to do it. Our farmers 

are not to be blamed for the non-functioning 

of the PDS. In fact, 

procurement of both rice and wheat is higher 

in 1997-98 than it was in 1996-97. I see no 

reason why the Central Government should 

not provide all essential commodities at 

subsidised rates throughout the country. This 

has been our consistent demand. It is time the 

Government gives us a clear answer on this. 

Considering the gravity of the situation, I 

would urge upon the Government to act in the 

matter without any further delay. 

We demand, that the Government must 

directly intervene and take effective measures 

to control prices immediately and this is 

number one. Two, the main thrust of this 

measure should be to protect the weaker 

sections who are already on the brink of 

stai"vation. Merely leaving prices where they 

are is not enough. TTiey must be rolled back 

to pre-Budget levels at least. Three, fourteen 

essential commodities must be distributed 

through the Public Distribution System at 

subsidised rates throughout the country. Four, 

the TPDS for the people below the poverty-

line should be implemented vigorously and 

provide a minimum of 20 kg. foodgrains 

instead of 10 kg. per family per month at 

about half the Central issue prices, and the 

last, conduct immediate raids on godowns of 

hoarders, speculators, and black-marketeers 

and bring miscreants to oook. With these 

words, I move the Resolution. 

I again say that it is a national problem 

which needs to be addressed with a sense of 

urgency. I want to mention one thing, Mr. 

Vice-Chairman, Sir. The other day when the 

House was discussing functioning of the 

Ministry of External Affairs, in the course of 

the discussion, some Members referred to 

Pokhran issue and its fallout on the economic 

front. They mentioned sharp rise of prices of 

essential commodities. There are more than 

50% people below the poverty-line. We are 

the first in the world with regard to illiteracy. 

It is unfortunate that some Memoers were 

renshing. So, it is my humble submission to 

my colleagues because it is a national issue. 
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 The majority of the people are affected. I 

hope all my colleagues will support this 

resolution for the greater cause of the 

common people in the country. Thank you. 

The question was proposed. 

SHRI JOHN F. FERNANDES (Goa): Mr. 

Vice-Chairman, Sir, I think it was appropriate 

for the Finance Minister to be present in the 

House because we are talking of price rise 

and this is a mechanism which  is controlled 

by the  Finance 

Ministry......... (Interruptions)...   I  am  not 

objecting to the presence of the Agriculture 

Minister. But, I do not think that we arc 

discussing a situation arising out of any 

drought or floods. Sir, we have plenty and this 

artificial shortage has been created by the free 

market economy. The Government has totally 

and miserably failed. The hon. Member, Mr. 

Das, has mentioned about cereals, vegetables, 

edible oils etc. The other day the hon. Finance 

Minister, Shri Yashwant Sinha, was 

mentioning that he had not increased the 

prices of commodities through the Budget. 

So, why should we question it? He is on 

record. I read it in the Press. Sir, we are 

talking of free market economy. This 

Government is a champion of that economy. I 

have no grudge against it. They should do it 

because finally the country has to prosper 

economically and march ahead. But, they 

have to see that we protect the interests of the 

60 per cent people of the country who are 

living below the poverty line and take only 

one meal per day or even none. For that 

purpose, we started the Public Distribution 

System so that the people are able to get 

foodgrains and other essential commodities. 

This Government claims to be the champion 

of the poor people. Every political party does 

it. But, we have seen that previously under 

ESMA the black-marketeers were supposed to 

be imprisoned for seven years. When this 

Government came to power, they reduced it 

two years through an Ordinance. So, you can 

well see the intention of this Government to 

control 

the prices, hoarding and black-marketing. We 

are not suffering in this country because of 

poverty. We have plenty. We have poverty 

because of this shortage. The point is that we 

have miserably failed in the Public 

Distribution System. The other day a Member 

from Uttar Pradesh mentioned how potatoes 

were getting rotten on the way and how the 

farmers were requesting the people to take the 

potatoes free. Sir, the then Prime Minister late 

Rajiv Gandhi started a new Ministry, the 

Ministry of Food Processing. His intention 

was to see that whatever is produced in the 

country, whatever we cannot eat, we can 

distribute it to those parts of the country which 

do not have access to those things. The 

Government has miserably failed in the matter 

of Public Distribution System because our 

distribution system is very obsolete. In the 

morning we were discussing about the FCI. 

Most of the foodgrain is getting rotten because 

our storage system is very bad and obsolete. 

This has not been done on a scientific basis 

and millions of tonnes of foodgrains is getting 

rotten and it becomes unusable for hum.an 

consumption. Sir, when we talk of the Public 

Distribution System, often we see that 

invariably the quota is released by the Central 

Government late and as such people do not get 

ther ration quota. There is no mechanism with 

the Government to see whether this quota is 

distributed or the backlog is remaining with 

the State Governments. As a result of this, an 

artificial shortage is created in the market and 

in the PDS. The foodgrain, maybe, kerosene 

also, is siphoned off in the open market. There 

is one such clear case in my State. I raised this 

issue in this House that the populaton is in-

flated by additional iwo lakhs just to get a 

quota of 5 lakh literes of kerosene per month. 

This kerosene is pilfered from Public 

Distribution System where it is sold at Rs. 

2.90 per litre, to the open market where it is 

sold at Rs. 6 per litre. Sir, kerosene which is 

pilfered in the open market in turn will go for 

adulteration of petrol which is sold at Rs. 26 

per 
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litre. I have raised this matter in this House 

and asked the Government to have a 

mechanism to check this system as to what is 

the backlog and whether this backlog accrued 

to the future quota of the State. Same is the 

case with wheat. This is the case in my State 

also. I think, it must be happening throughout 

the country. If it is happening in a State which 

is having the second highest literacy rate in 

the country, it will also happen elsewhere on a 

larger scale. The wheat which is supplied 

through Public Distribution System is pilfered 

to flour mills and in turn, it is sold in the open 

market for industries. I wanted to know 

whether the Government has any system to 

see that whatever they allot to the States is 

distributed tu the people to whom it is car-

marked. This is the main shortage created in 

the country so that the poor people who are 

entitled for controlled commodities are 

compelled to go out and buy the same 

commodity in the open market at an 

exorbitant price. 

We have also seen that we talk that 60% of 

the people are living below poverty line not 

because they cannot afford, but there is no 

employment and the Government has rightly 

started food-for-work. I wanted to know from 

the Government whether the scheme is still in 

vogue. Then,- we have the Mid-day Meal 

Scheme for students. Whether it is still in 

vogue because this will help to ameliorate the 

sufferings of the poor people. I wanted to 

know whether the scheme is still in operation 

because I remember that the former Prime 

Minister, Shri Narasimha Raoji, had come to 

this House and said that we had 18 million 

tonnes of excess bufferstock and this will be 

converted back into packed food to make 

bread and cakes to distribute to children. 

Whatever is given under this scheme in the 

form of 'green', does not go to those students 

for whom it is due. That was a scheme which 

was announced in this House. I wanted to 

know from the Government whether this 

scheme is still in vague and whether the 

Government is implementing it. 
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I can understand that vegetable prices are 

seasonal and if you go to markets of Delhi, 

tomatoes cost about Rs. 40 per kg. It went 

from Rs. 10 per kg. to Rs. 12 per kg. to Rs. 

40 per kg.\I wanted to know whether the 

GovernriijBnt, the Central Government, will 

say that this is a State matter and it is 

persuading the State Government to see that 

this commodity is supplied through the Public 

Distribution System. It is a very essential 

commodity for every common man. It is not a 

commodity which can be hoarded and which 

can be stored because it is a persihable item 

Secondly, we have seen that inflation has 

gone up from 3% to 7.41%. I think, the 

Budget has to play its own role, leave aside 

the economic sanctions and other phobia 

created in the market by this Government by 

their actions. I wanted to know whether any 

steps are taken by the Government, by the 

Finance Ministry, to see that the prices are 

brought down because the moment you 

increased the price of petrol by one rupee as 

cess, naturally, everybody had the freedom to 

increase the prices by leaps and bounds and 

the Government has no control and there is 

no controlling machinery. I hope the hoir. 

Minister will reply to my queries. With these 

few submissions, I support my colleague in 

his resolution and I feel that the Government 

has to be very responsive, especially to the 

vulnerable sections of our society, the 60% 

people of this country who live below the 

poverty line. Thank you. 
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THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI JOHN F. 
FERNANDES): Shri Sanatart Bisi. 

SHRI RAMACHANDRA KHUNTIA 

(Orissa): Mr. Vice-Chairman, Sir, I am on a 

point of order. 

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI JOHN F. 

FERNANDES): What is it? 

SHRI RAMACHANDRA KHUNTIA: Sir, as 

you know, Members have a right to mention 

something urgent, in the form of Special 

Mentions. 

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI JOHN F. 

FERNANDES): No, please. Don't raise it now. 

You can raise it later on. This is Private 

Members' time. 

SHRI RAMACHANDRA KHUNTIA: What 

I want to Submit, Sir, is that in the last few 

days. Members did not have the opportunity to 

make Special Mentions. 

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI JOHN F. 

FERNANDES): You have time for that. We are 

sitting till 5.30 p.m. You can raise it then. Not 

now. 

SHRI RAMACHANDRA KHUNTIA: I am 

not reading anything, Sir. 

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI JOHN F. 

FERNANDES): We have to take the sense of 

the House at that time whether   we   could   

take    up   Special 
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meal everyday to combat starvation deaths in 

Orissa. I want to know from the Minister 

whether rice as recommended by the Human 

Rights Commission has been sent to the State 

of Orissa accordingly, whether it has been sent 

from time to time or not and whether those 

things have been lifted by the State 

Government and given to the starving people 

of the Bolangir, the Kalahandi and the 

Koraput Districts. When I visited Bolangir and 

Kalahandi last month, I found that the 

Emergency Feeding programme was not being 

implcmcified. There was a discussion in the 

Vidhan Sabha also. Under the Emergency 

Feeding Programme, they were providing one 

meal daily except on Sundays to the disabled 

persons. But there was a demand from the 

Human Rights Commission as well as from 

the Members of the Legislative Assembly that 

free emergency feeding should be provided on 

all days. I am sorry to say that even though it 

was discused in the Vidhan Sabha, till now, 

the day when I visited those areas, no free 

meal was provided on Sunday. So, the 

Government should make necessary enquiries 

about it. 

Furthermore, about issue of consumer cards, 

it was discussed in the district committee 

meeting that the consumer cards have not been 

issued to all the persons in most of the 

districts. 

Futhermore, with the population growth in 

all the villages, there is demand for more ration 

cards. I want to know from the Minister how 

many ration cards have been issued by the 

State Government in Orissa. What is the 

demand of the State of Orissa? I want to know 

the districtwise break-up of the ration cards 

issued. Furthermore, I want to know whether 

ration was provided properiy to the consumers. 

That shojjid also be monitored for 

strengthening the PDS. The Government has 

all along been talking about strengthening of 

the PDS. All persons who are below the 

poverty-line should be covered. This should 

also, be examined. 
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Essential Commodities and Mentions.   Not   

now.   This   is   Private Members' time. Don't raise 

this matter now. Shri Sanatan Bisi, please. 

SHRI SANATAN BISI (Orissa): rhanic you, 

Mr. Vice-Chairman, for living me this 

opportunity. I welcome his Resolution. 

] will start with the State of Orissa, in (lation 

to the public distribution system, ivailability of 

essential commodities and }rice rise. 

There was an Unstarred Question, No. J76, 

answered on 3rd March, 1997. The inswcr was 

from the Minister of Civil Supplies, Consumer 

Affairs and Public Distribution. It has been 

clearly stated hat so far as the State of Orissa 

was x}ncerncd, the total monthly allocation of 

bodgrains was increased to 1,33,000 -nctric 

tonnes, out of which, rice was 1 akh metric 

tonnes and wheat was 33,000 nctric tonnes, for 

December, 1996. The :otal allocation was 

1,40,000 metric onncs, of which rice was 1 lakh 

metric :onncs and wheat 40,000 tonnes, for 

Fanuary, 1997. Rice was 1 lakh metric :onncs 

and wheat was 50,000 metric :onnes for 

February and March, 1997. rhe important thing 

I want to submit is '.hat the quantity of rice and 

wheat lifted 3y the State Government was, 

however, much less than the quality allotted. 

So, I ivant to know from the Minister whether 

:hey are monitoring this thing. If there is 3ny 

monitoring, I want to know whether ihe State 

Government has lifted the ulloted essential 

commodities or not. 

Secondly, so far as our State is oncerncd, the 

total number of BPL ,}crsons was 31.82 lakhs. 

There was a Starred Question in this House 

today. In its answer, it has been clearly stated 

that the National Human Rights Commission 

had recommended continuance of the 

Emergency Feeding Programme for the 

Kalahandi, the Bolangir and the Koraput 

Districts, and that the Programme covered 

74,545 person who were old and indigent 

destitutes.' The intention is that they should be 

provided with at least 1 
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 The other thing that I want to talk about is that 

the present Government is not very much 

serious about checking the price-rise. The 

Government is taking it very lightly. At the 

outset, I will say that the Government is not 

very serious, and it is not seriously going to 

implement all these things. The present 

Government has lost all political and 

administrative capabilities to check price rise 

leaving the people at the mercy of the market. 

So far as inflation is concerned, during May 

the rate of inflation based on the Consumer 

Price Index was 10.5 per cent. Moreover, 

when it was known to the Government that 

prices of edible oil have been escalating for 

over four months, why was the State Trading 

Corporation not asked to import palmoline? 

This shows the slackness on the part of the 

Government. Furthermore, when it was known 

that because of natural calamities and other^ 

exigencies, there will be shortage in the supply 

of fruits and vegetables, they should have 

anticipated it and taken adequate measures. 

Now, they are putting the people in a difficult 

position. 

Sir, hoarders and speculators are taking 

advantage of the situation by further 

aggravating the shortfall. Therefore, I demand 

the Government should take an eayly action 

against such offenders so that there is a fear 

psychosis in their mind that if they put the 

consumers to further difficulties, they will be" 

arrested and serious action would follow. I 

would like to know how many such offenders 

throughout the country have been booked. 

Since there has been a decline in 

agricultural production, the Government 

should take action to see that its infrastructure 

is further strengthened, irrigation potential is 

further developed and more loans are given to 

the cultivators, who have been suffering for 

the last three consecutive years. I hope the 

hon. Minister while replying to the debate, 

would also reply to the points raised by me. 
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THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI 

SANATAN BISI): Hon. Members, I have to 

say one thing. It is five O'clock now. We will 

continue with the Resolution till 5.35 PM. 

There are seven speakers who are yet to 

speak. If the Resolution is not completed 

today, then as per the rules, it will lapse. So, I 

request the Members to be brief so that we 

may be able to complete it today itself. We 

would also like to hear the Minister. So, I 

request the Members to keep this thing in 

mind while making their speeches. 
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SHRI RAMACHANDRA KHUNTIA 
(ORISSA): Mr. Vice-Chairman, Sir, the 
Resolution moved by the hon. Member, Shri 
Khagcn Das, about the very sharp 
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rise in the prices of essential commodities is a 

very important Resolution and I support the 

same. While supporting the Resolution, I must 

not forget to say that the Finance Minister 

should have been present here because this is a 

very, very serious matter and is directly related 

to the economy of the country. The price rise, 

the inflation, the wholesale consumer price 

index and the price index are directly 

connected with the economy of the country. 

The hon. Minister, Shri S.S. Barnala, is a very 

nice person. We have a lot of respect for him. 

Sir, but this Government had increased the 

price of urea without his knowledge. The 

discussion which is going on involves the 

interests of the consumers. I do not know how 

seriously this discussion will be taken by the 

Government. I don't want to repeat what other 

Members have said. The Government may say 

that it would be in a position to control the 

prices. But I will be bold enough to say that 

the Government can never control the prices. 

5.00 P.M. 

As you know, though they say that in the 

Budget the Plan allocations are very attractive, 

we know that the Government don't have the 

money to spend as per the Budget allocations. 

SHRI S. VIDUTHALAI VIRUMBI: 
(TAMIL NADU): Sir, I want to make a 
submission. 

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI 
SANATAN BISI): Pleace sit down, Mr. 
Khuntia. 

SHRI S. VIDUTHALAI VIRUMBI: Sir, 

you have said that we have to conclude this 

debate by 5.25 P.M. Only 20 minutes arc left. 

There are seven Members to speak on this 

issue. It would be better, if the Members 

confine their speeches to three minutes. 

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI 

SANATAN BISI): It is a very good 

suggestion. I welcome it because you are 

making a commitment. 
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SHRI-S.   VIDUTHALAI  VIRUMBI: 

Sir, it apphes to ail. If we do that, then 

everybody can participate in the debate. 

SHRI RAMACHANDRA KHUNTIA: I 

thinlc, they will not be able to control price-

rise and inflation. The most affected class by 

the price-rise is the working class, the wage 

earners. As I am a Vice-President of INTUC, I 

know the working class population in the 

country is around 32 millions of which 4 

millions belong to the organised working class 

who have got wage, salary, security of 

service. They will also be affected by this. But 

what about the other 28 million workers who 

are working in the agricultural field, building, 

construction and other unorganised sector 

those who are plucking sal trees, mahua 

Kendu leaves and other forest and Minor 

forest product you know that the wage they 

are getting per day is less than Rs. 10/-. In 

Orissa, it is Rs. 3(y-. in Madhya Pradesh, it is 

Rs. 35/-; in Tamil Nadu, Maharashtra, it is 

about Rs. 15/- or Rs. 17/-. But in Haryana and 

Delhi, it may be Rs. 55/- or Rs. 60/- or Rs. 

70/- If you go through the facts, you will find 

that the price of tomatoes, which was some 

days ago Rs. 60/- per kg., is now Rs. 60/- per 

kg.; the price of edible oil has also gone up by 

Rs. 12/-, and the same is the case with 

potatoes. If a worker gets Rs. 25/- per-day and 

only hundred working days in a whole year-

will that worker be able to fill his belly? Will 

that worker be able to purchase slates and 

bags for his school-going children? Will that 

worker be able to do justice to his family? In 

this situation, the wage earners also are badly 

affected by this price-rise. This Government-

is totally callous, is not concerned, is not 

serious because this Government does not 

represent the working class; this r.,ernment 

does not represent the wage-earners. This 

Government represents the traders, the black-

marketeers, the industrialists and those who 

do not care for price-rise, those who do not 

care for inflation, and there are no repercus-

sions, on them if the price-rise continues. This 

is the situation. One hon 

was telling us here that it had no connection with 

the Pokhran issue, with the nuclear bomb 

explosions. But it has connection with that issue 

because after this I incident,—wc do support the 

Govern-; ment on this issue since it is a question 

of :' the security of the nation. But after the ' 

nuclear explosions, there are trade restrictions and 

sanctions as a result of which the money which 

was expected to come to India will not come. It 

has serious repercussions on the economy of the 

country. It has repercussions. 

Mr. Viec-Chairman , I want to draw your 

attention to the fact that if the distribution 

system of essential commodities cannot be 

streamlined, which is more important for the 

consumers, and if the right of the consumers 

cannot be protected, then what for the 

Government is there. All the individuals are 

working mainly because they have to live, and 

to live, they have to eat. If a majority of the 

inhabitants of the country cannot get essential 

commodities, if they cannot earn enough to 

fill their belly and their children's belly, then 

what for is the Government there? What for is 

the public distribution system there? What for 

is the society there? Sir, the Government 

should take note of it and immediately call a 

meeting of all the Chief Members to 

streamline the Public Distribution System and 

evolve an action plan to take stringent action 

against the black-marketeers and the hoarders 

so that the consumers get, at least, the 

essential commodities at a reasonable price. It 

is high time that the Government did some-

thing. The Government should also think how 

the price-rise can be checked. The 

Government should tell the House how it is 

planning to manage the situation, when the 

investments are not coming from abroad, 

when the Government is also not able to 

arrange them from inside the country. What is 

the proposal of the Government? 

If that thing is not managed, the price rise 

cannot be controlled and the inflaction cannot 

be controlled, and this inflaction, I am sure, 

which is going up 
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from September, 1997, will touch two digits 

by the end of 1998. In this situation, I once 

again urge, through you, upon the 

Government that it should take immediate 

steps by calling a meeting of the Chief 

Ministers of various States and evolve a 

detailed action plan so that the public 

distribution system is streamlined and the 

price is controlled. 
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����� ह
, �ह 	
 ����  ��" �[����� ह
 ह� ����� 
����  ��� ���  ��� �� �ह�
# ह
 ��	� ह
, �ह 
I1� ��$���	� ;�.B�) �
 ��5�� ���ह" 	��� 
$�	� �� ��
�� =+ ��  

�K��� $� ���  A� ���
 ����@�"+ �� $� ��( , 
����  ��" ह�( ��:�w r; �� ����� ���� ���ह"� 
@1�����  

�� "����*, �	/�M (�Z[�� �����):  �;�8�-�T 
�ह
��, ;ह�� �� �� ��^ �( 8�# �ह� ���� ���� ��� 
���� I;�� ��� I8�-I8� ��5���� ��� ��$#
;�� 
$� �ह�+ �
K� ह�, �� zह�� �( �
� �ह� ह0+, $� �� �� ��� 
�ह�+ �  �ह� �� 	
 ���� ��+ �ह0	 ����� ��� �1ह)�� 
����� ;0'� �� - "	�� 3�� ��
#� ;�.����(B �( 
$���"? ���� �ह� �� - ";�.����(B �( 	
 $��� ह� 
ह
", �1ह)�� �ह� �� - "	�� $��� 3�� ��
#�? 
�ह+#�& 	
 �v �ह� ह
�" 	
 �� ��� #�� �� �ह�+ �� 
��;�+�� ��5$u ��ह� ���]��� ;����� ;� �
��, 
��ह� 6.B��&$� ;� �
��, ��ह� "B�-�� ;� �
�� 
����� I��� ��$ 	
 �ह� ह
, �ह+#�& 	
 �v �ह� ह
�  

 She is bed-ridden. She cannot walic. 

I#� �� �; �
 �
 :L� 8� ����  ���� �( �
�0+�owe 

it to her. When I go back I should tell her that I 
spoke on this, ����  ���� �( �ह�	 �� ' ��^"+ ह
 ���� 
ह�� �� "� �� $ �ह�� ���� ह0+ �� ���� �ह �ह� ह
 
�� �[�����F� ����� ह
, ���� �ह �ह� ह
 �� �� 
���� �( $
 8� ��	( ��� ह�� there is no dispute about 

it. There has been tremendous increase inprice. 
�ह+#�& �ह�	 �v #& ह
� I� �
 �� ���
 �� ���� 
$�" ����  ���� �( ��^ ह
 �ह �0��� ��	 ह
� I#� �; 
�%� ;� ���� �� ��	( ��	� ह� –the whole 

question is of credibility— "� ���$ ह
 $#ह 
$#ह, I� ���� ;�Bu �( �ह ��	 �ह� ह
, ����� ���� 
�
& �ह� ह
, �����& �ह� ह
�  

�� ' ��� ;ह�� �� ������ ��ह� ��  ;�� #�� ��� 
�� ' �
#-��9 �9 �" �� He gave a patient hearing 

for 15 minutes. 15 ���B �� q���� �ह� �#� ह
#� 
������ $� �
 A� ����  ��� ��5� �1ह)�� A� �ह� 
��
 ���� �� ����, ���� �� ह���� ��	 �����There 

is some problem. They arc aware of it. They 
are responsive to it. That is the main signal. I 
could find better morale in them. 

�5��	 ��ह� �ह� ह
, �
�� �� ��	, I2>�	� �� 
��	 �� �ह� ��� �ह 15 ���B �� ������& ह
�  We 

are all together in this. �����& ह
�� �� ���� 
�
�� �v $�	� ह
 A� ���� �ह�	 ;ह�� ;v� �� �� - 
"805� ;�B 8
$� � ह
 80�����" "� �& ��3B� 
"805� ;�B 8$� � ह
 80����" 	
 �6� "805�  
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;�B 8�wE � ह
 #
;���" 	
 8�wE �� 8� �$�� 
;�B 8�	� �ह� ह
� ���� �ह �#	� ह
 �� 5 ���B, 10 
���B �� ��	 �ह� ह
, �5��	 ��ह� �� I8� �
�	� 
ह�" �ह�, �ह $
 6>B9 �(B(� ह
 Disapproves the 
total inaction of the Government  in tackling 

this issuse  

���
 '
%�� ���� g�� �
& ��$ ��$
V�0:� 
�( �ह� ह
 �$��( ���
 �;2[ ह
 ���� t��� �� – not 
all these Menbers will disagree that  

���
�4B�$ ��   �&� ���$ ;� "3:� #��9�(B �
 
����  ह
�  If  it is amended like this Tat this 
House notes with deep concern the rise in 

prices what signal will it send ? Will it be a bad 

siganal? 

ह� �
# "� ह
 ��	� ह�, ह� �
# ��$
V�0:� �� 
��	� ह� ��: 82W ��  ��", ह� �
# ��$
V�0:� �� 
��	� ह� ����  I#(>B �%�& ��  ��", ह� �
# 
��$
V�0:� �� ��	� ह� ���� �
 ��+x�h����B ���� ��  
��"� I#� ह� �
# �ह ��$
V�0:�  �� �ह#�+& ��  
�5��6   this House will fight  �� �%�& �( �ह 
ह�=� "� ��� ह
, I#� �ह ��#�� ��q� �8� �� 
$�" 	
 ���( ���� �
 3�� �;2[ ह
 ��	� ह
? 	
 
�� ���	� �r+ #�  I appcal to thers and through 
you Sir to the hon Minister to the overnmnet to 

the  Opposition as to why we should to send 

this  signal Then the pepole will know that   

�� �e	�ह �( ह��� 5 ��� �	�� ��� ���� 	�� 
ह� �
#) �� ��q� �8� �� �ह ���� �� �ह+#�& �v #& 
ह
, �� ' ���� ह
� ����  ��� $
 ���� ह
 ����� ��� 
�ह ��	 �ह� ह
� �� ��ह0+#�, �� �� I;�� �r+ #� �� �ह 
��$ I#� ह
 	
 ���� t��� �� A� ��� ��	 ;� ��q� 
�8� ��$� ह
 $�"�  It will be a very good signal 
to the whole  country. 

SHRI S. VIDUTHALAI VIRUMBI Mr. 

Vice Chairaman Sir the pric erise issue which 

eh are denating here is a continuous process It 

is not one time affair In spite of that why we 

are raising  this i9ssue here is that when we 

feel  that  there is a sharp rise of prices in the 

reflection of the people agitation is actually 

high lighted in the form of a resolution here Sir 

if you look into the problems which we are 

confronted with now I feel that the price rise is 

the fall- 

out of various policies which have been 

pursued since the liist five decades. 

Once Nehru said that the black-mar-kctecrs 

should be hanged on the nearest lamp-post. It 

is very difficult because they are the people 

who are able to frame the policy for the 

nation. That is the situation. Sir, as a result of 

the fall-out of the policy we adopted for the 

last five decades, we are in an abnormal debt 

service. This abnormal debt service has led 

the country to commercial borrowing. When 

we indulge in commercial borrowing, 

automatically, the rate of interest goes up in 

the market. When the rate of Interest goes up, 

it affects us in two ways—the cost of 

production and the exchange rate. If we are 

going through this, the priee-riie problem 

cannot be solved. When the cost of production 

is affected, the prices become uncompetitive 

in the market. At the same time, when the 

exchange rate is affected—it has falen from 

36 rupees per dollar to 44 rupees per dollar—

exports may increase, but temporarily. At the 

same time, the cost of import will be heavy. 

So, again it affects the cost. When it is so, 

how are you going to solve the problem? This 

is not an easy thing to solve. What I feel is, it 

is a multi-faceted issue. We have to go 

through several aspects in order to contain the 

price-rise. Here I would give you an example 

how we have laid the policy. The Government 

of India takes money from the Oil Pool 

Account. Actually, it has to be credited in the 

Capital Account, but it is credited in the 

Revenue Account. Everybody knows it. 

Because of that, we have to raise the oil 

prices. We have been reluctantly forced to 

raise the prices of fuel. When diesel prices 

rise, automatically, transport cost goes up. 

When transport cost goes up, automatically, it 

affects the prices. So, this is a chain reaction 

from one commodity to another. 

Since the time at my disposal is very short, 

I want to raise one or two points. First of all, 

we should see that such type of   things   

should   not   be   indulged   in 
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 future. Now, the processing industry is 

developing in our country. And when this 

industry is developing we are least bothered 

about domestic cotisumption. For example, 

you take onion. Bulk of the production of 

onion has been taken by the food processing 

industry. We have also exported onions. 

When onions are exported and sent to food 

porcessing industry, we arc unable to meet the 

requirement of domestic consumption. As a 

result of that, the prices of onion rise. So, we 

should take care of such things in future. 

I want to say something about our tax 

system. Most of the taxes on essential 

commodities have been abolished in Tamil 

Nadu. Multi point taxes have been reduced ,to 

single point. There is single point tax on most 

of the items of daily use. In some cases, they 

have totally abolished the taxes. As a result of 

that, the prices have come down appreciably. 

So far as the sales tax is concerned, up to Rs. 

10 lakhs to Rs. 20 lakhs we have adopted a 

self-assessment system. As a result, the sales 

tax authorities cannot harass the small traders. 

When it is so, automatically, the traders are 

bound to sell the goods within the limit of 

what the people expect. What I want to say is, 

you go through the tax .system of essential 

commodities in every State. This year, there 

has been plenty of paddy production in Tamil 

Nadu. The Government has purchased 18 

lakh tonnes of paddy, not at the same price 

fixed by the central Government. They have 

given us bonus also. Like that, for sugarcane, 

we have given Rs. 180 per tonne more. We 

have assured that we will give one thousand 

rupees per tonne. For three more years, we 

will be there and we will see that it is given to 

them. I feel that taxation policy should be 

restructured and collection of taxes also 

should be improved upon and restructured. 

This has td be done simultaneously at the 

Centre and the States. If we do this, then, I 

think, the price rise can be controlled. 

Otherwise, again, we may have to come over 

here to 

speak on the same subject. With these words, I 

conclude. Think you very much. 

��. (�����) 4=��� �D����) �� � (#�$��	): ��, 
�ह 	
 �ह+#�& �� ���� ह
, �ह 5#�� ��� $� 
��$
V�0:� ��  r; �( �ह�+ ��" ह�, �� ����  ��" ���
 
@1���� ���� ��ह	� ह0+� �$ �� ��: �� ����1� G�2W 
�ह+#�& A� �v	� ह�" ���) �� �	�� ,>	 ह
 �ह� ह
 �� 
���� �
& ���� �ह� ह
� �� 	��-��� �ह��) �( �& 
��$) ��  ��� 30 ;��(B, 40 ;��(B, 50 ;��(B �v(, 
����  �4B�V� �( ����" �ह� ���� ��ह	� ह0+ �� �& 
����) �� ����  �4B�V� ���� ह�� �$ B��B� 40 J;" 
���	� ह
, e��$ 30-40 J;�� ��$�� �( ���	� ह
 ����� 
����  ;�'� ह�( �ह� ��5�� ���ह" �� ह���� ;�� I��$ 
ह
, ह���� ;�� :��-�2L$��+ ;0�� �
B� �( ह
, �0 7� 8� 
ह���� �ह�+ ��6� ह
 ��1	� �� ह
	� ह�" 8� �ह �ह+#�& 3�) 
ह
? �ह �
� d6 �
��$�(B ह
 – ����� �� 5�p ��$) 
��  ��	�E ���� �� ��_��	� ह
 – ����  ��" �� �ह 
�ह�� ��ह	� ह0+ ;����B�� ��� ह� �ह� ह
, ��5 �� ��	 
�� ह
� �ह� ��� ����� �
 g3�;����(� � ह
, #��	��+ 
ह) 	
 ��	 ��� �( �	� ह� ����� $� �ह+#�& �
 �+ `
� 
���� ��  ��" ;]���B�� ��� ह� ��5�& �ह� ��	� ह
, 
	� q���� ��5 ह
	� ह
, I��$ ��  ��� �v�, :��-�L$� 
��  ��� �v�, ��5� �� ���� $
 4��� ���$$ ;� 
$�	� ह
, $
 20 J;��, 30 J;�� �
$��� घ� �( ���� �	� 
ह
, �ह �	�� �v	� ह�" ���) �( I;�� �h�) �
 3�� 
�5��"#�? �ह
��, �@� ;�B 6
 ���� �
 �ह�� ;%	� ह
� 
�ह 	���6 $
 ह
, $
�� �
4� �� �	���, �ह ��ह��*+ 
�
 ह� q���� ����� ;%	� ह
 3�)�� ����  ;�� ह� �� 
5��� ���� ��  ��" �	� ह�� �h�� 8� ��+#	� ह�, ���� ;�	 
8� ��+#	� ह
 �� A� �
& 8� $
 घ� �( ह
	� ह
 �ह ��ह�� 
��  ;�� ह� 5��� ���� ��  ��" �	� ह
� $� घ� �( �� ' �ह� 
ह
	� ह
 	
 �ह 3�� �5��"#�? �ह
��, ���� �ह ह
 �� 
�� ��: �( 3�� ह�6 >B����:� �v	� ह� �ह�#�? ह� �� ' 
8� ��	 �ह(, ;� ;]�Bu ���� ��  ���� �ह�� ���� �
#) �� 
�+t�� �v	� ह� $�"#�� 4��B ���
�(� ह
#�, �&  ��� 
��  �4��$ 8� ����  ���E ह)#�, 1�0̀ ��:�� 60 4 �
#) 
�
 ����� ���� �ह� ह
, �ह���� �%� z�	� �� ��w� ह
� 
����   �	 �� -��� ��.w	 ���� ��ह	� ह0+� �ह
��, 
I�� �� I��$ �� :��-�L$� ��  ��� �� ��	 �ह� ह
, 
:3�� ��  ��� 8� �v �ह� ह�� ����� �� 8� ���
 �v��� 
���� ���
 q���� 	�$ ���� ����� ��� �� ��	� �(� 
��
4��q4  
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��� �� $
  ��@�� ���� ह
 A� ����  =;� 
ह���� ����� �+��>B �� �ह� ह
� $
 ���� ��� ह
, 
���� ���� ��  =;� ���+,E �5� ह
, ���� #��� 
�
# $
 �
B�, ��� A� ���9 5��� $��� ���� ��, 
����  =;� �� ��2>`3:1� � #�� ह�� ����� ��  
=;� 8� – $
 ;
�� B �( ���	� ह
 – #��� �
# ������ 
3�� ��(, �1ह( 	
 �ह ह� ह� �
$ ���� $��� ह
, �ह 
'
B� �
B� ;
�� B ���� �	� ह� – 	
 �� ;
�� B ;� 8� 

0̧B� �#��� #�� ह
� I#� ��� ���9 �ह� ����#�, 
�
B� 8� �ह� ����#� 	
 3�� �ह ;��� ;��� $�"#�? 
�; $��	� ह� �� ;
B��� �]B� �� 8� �� ��: �( 
	���6 ह
 #�� ह
� ;��� 8� �ह� ���	� ह
� g�� 
2>��	 �( ह�( $��� ;%	� ह
� ����� �� *� �� 
������ ��>� �
�� ह�, �1ह)�� �	��� – �%� Ih'� 
��	 �1ह)�� �%� ��K� :L�) �( �ह� �� – �1ह)�� �ह� 
�� ;
5�� �
 ���-��� ��� � ��
� �� �ह� �ह�� 
��ह	� ह0+�  

;
5�E �� �ह ���E �ह� ह
� I#� ;
5�E �� 
ह
	� 	
 :��� ���
 "3��_B �� ��	�� ����� ���� 
�ह ह
 �� �
��$�(B ���  I8�� ��  ���E  �L��� �v 
�ह� ह
, J;�� �� 4��
V�0:� ह
 �ह� ह
� $
 �$B �+,� 
$� �� �5� ह
 ���( 8� �ह� 4-5 ��
% ��   ��@�� �� 
���	 �+,� $� �0� #" ह�� ����  ����� 	
 �ह ह�� �� 
4��6��B 6���(z�# ह
#��  

��, $
 "3���$ ¸0B� 8 ;��(B �� 4 ;��(B �� 
#& ह
 ���� 8� �
-	�� ह$�� ��
% J;�� �� 
����� �� ह
#�� ����  ��@�� �
 �� ��(#� ���� 
8� �
& �$� �ह� ह
� ���� ;��E�� 	
 �ह ह
#� 
����	-�K ह$�� ��
% J;�� �� 4����6B 
6���(z�# ह
#�� ���� ��� A� 8� �v�� ���� ह�� 
�$ �ह� �� ;��� ;��(B �v� ह�, �� �ह ह1��4 
;��(B �v�� ���� ह�, �ह ����":� ह
�� ���� ह
 �ह 
�~�	 ��� ���� ह
� ����  ���� �( ����� q���� 
$�#J� ह
, �ह� ���� ����� �� �ह�� ह
� I#� ह���� 
;�� I��$ ह
 	
 ����  
;� �
��$�(B ह
�� ���ह"� 
�� �ह�� ��ह	� ह0+ �� ;2L�� �4>`�L�0:� ��>B� 
�
 q���� �6� 23B� ����� $��� ���ह" A� ���( 
;+���	) �� �1��V��(B ���� $�� ���ह" A� '
B�-
'
B� #�+� �( $ह�+ ;2L�� �42>`L�0:� ��>B� ह
 �ह�+ 
;� x�ह� ���T� ����	 ���& $��� ���ह" $
 
;2L�� �4>`�L�0:� ��>B �� ��#���� ���� I#� 
g��  ��@�� �ह� ��(#� 	
 �ह ;2L�� �4>`�L�0:� 
��>B �ह� 	����  �� ह�4� �ह� ह
 ��� #�� $
 �� 
��>B� ��  ��5� $�%� ह�" �
# ह� ���
 � 	
 ;0�� 
�
B� ���	� ह
, I#� �
B� ���	� ह
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���( �%� ह�� I��$ �	� ह
� A� $
 I��$ 
�	� 8� ह
 ���
 �
� 4
� �� L�
� ���� B �( ��� 
���� $�	� ह
� ��49 �( 6� � ��� ��5� $�	� ह�� �� 
��	 ��  =;� �+ `
� ���� $��� �ह�	 $r�� ह
 A� 
����  ���� �( �
��� ���ह"�  

g�� ह� "� >��� B�;�4�"� ह
 �$���  ���� �( �� 
�ह�� ��ह0+#� �� "� 6
 ���� �
 �� ���
 I��$ 
���� �� ���� 8� #��� 6
 ���� �� ;
wE ���� �ह� 
ह
 ��	� ह
� �� �ह 8� $�	�� ह0+ �� ����� ��  ;�� 
$
 >B�� ह
 ���� ह� ;0��  ��@�� �ह� �� ��	� 
ह�� �6� 8� I#� 20-25 ���
 I��$ ���� $�" 	
 
Ih'� �ह�#�� ����  ���� �( ;�.����(`� >B�z4# ���B� 
�� �4��� ���� ह
 A� ह���� #�+$��: 20 ���
 
I��$ ���� �� ह
 ��	� ह
� �� �
 A� '
B�-'
B� 
��	( :�B9 �( �ह�� ��ह0+#� �� ह���� $
 �6� >B�� 
ह
, �$� 	�ह �� I��$ ��  #
���) �� �
�B��(� ह
	� 
ह
 ���( ह��� �ह ��5� �� ����-���� 11-12 
;��(B I��$ �
�� ह� �% $�	� ह
, $
 ���_�) ��  
�;�
# ��  ���� �ह� �ह	� ह
 ����� ह���� #
���) 
�( 10-15 ��� ;����� >B�� ह
 �$��
 ;
�� ���� ��  
8� �
& �K��� ��  ��" 	
��� �ह� ह
� g�� ;��2>��	 
�( I#� ���� ��ह�� �
 �ह �$������� ��; �� $�" 
	
 �ह ���
 �� ��#�� ह� ��� �ह >B�� �
 
���	� �ह� A� ;����� >B�� �0B����$ ह
	� �ह� 
A� �ह�+ ;� ��� >B�� >B
� ह
	� �ह� ���� ह� 
I��$ ��  ��>B�$ �
 �
� ��( #�� ��49� �
�4 �6 
� $���:� ��  ��@�� I#� ह� #
���) �( ��( 	
 
ह� 10-12 ;��(B I��$ ��� ��	� ह�� �ह ��� ह�� 
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 I;�� -��� ���� 
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SHRI TRILOKI NATH CHATUR- 

VEDI: Sir, it is already 5.30 P.M .............. (In 

terruptions)... We do not want this Resol 

ution to lapse.  ...(Interruptions)... 

4����!�B (�� ����� ����): �
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THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI SANA-TAN 

BISI): Madam, Please conclude. 

��. (�����) 4=��� �D����) �� �: �	�� 
�ह�� �� I;�� �WG� ;��;0E9 ��	� ह0+�  

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI 

SANATAN BISI): Hon. Members, I have to 

take the sense of the House. The Private 

Member's Jicsolution will continue till 5.36 

P.M. There are one or two Members still to 

speak. They can participate and the Hon. 

Minister can also reply provided you co-

operate with the House; then we can do 

everything including the Special Mentions. 

So, shall we extend the time? 

...{interruptions)... 

HON. MEMBERS: Yes, Sir You can e   -

nd the time. 

THfe VICE CHAIRMAN (SHRI 

SANATAN BIAI): So, we are going to 

conclude the Resolution as well as the Special 

Mentions provided Members agree with it. 

HON. MEMBERS: We air agree to it. 
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��$
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from am hon. Member. That is the greatest 
thing. 

�� ��घ ��� ����: ��, ह���� ��: �( ��ह� �
& 8� 
����� �ह� ह
, �
& 8� ��8�# ह
, A� �
& 8� 
�+,��� ह
 ���� �� 8� �$B �	�� �ह� ह
 �� 
���� ���� �
$��"+ ;0�� ह
 $�"+� ह� $#ह ;
�� �� 
$r�	 A� ह� $#ह घ�B�� ह� ����:) �� �$^ �( 
	
 ह���� �
$��"+ ;0�� ह)� �ह ;��2>��	 �$ ���� 
��: �( ��1	� �� ��w� ह
� ���� ��: ��  ���� �( ह�( 
�
��� ���ह"� ����" ;ह�� ह� :�r�	 �ह�+ �� 
��(� I8� �
4� �ह �ह� �� �� ह� #
���) �( $
 
I��$ ��#�%	� ह� ��� �>	���� ��(� �ह�+ ;� ह���� 
����� ;�.����(B 5��� ��  ��" $
 ������� �+#�	� ह� 
�@� 5�	� ह� A� �@� ;��B �( '
% ��	� ह�� ह�( ;ह�� 
�ह� �� :�r�	 ���� ���ह"� �$	�� $r�	 ह
 
�	�� 5�* A� ���� ��� 	
 �ह #���) 	� ;ह� +��, 
�$��
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���ह"� ��� ���& ह�( ��: �� �%� ��1�� ह
 	
 ह� 
�� ' 	
 :�r�	 ��(� ��	( �ह�	 �� ह� ���� ";� 
�;��: �� :� �ह�	���" �� �%� I�� ��  ��� �ह 
 ��9�� ���� ��ह	� ह0+ We should not blame any 

Government.This is the national phenomenon. 

(RAJYA SABHA] the Need to Stengthen    320 
Public Distribution System 



321    Resolution Re. 

Steeplyrising Prices of Essential 

Commodities and 

 ह� �� �
#) �
 �� ;� ��1	� ���� ���ह", 
�ह�
# ���� ���ह"� ����� �� "� ��� ���� ह
 
�� �� ��� 5�	� �� 	�6 q���� -��� ���� ह
, 
q���� ;
�� 5�	� ��  ��" ���� ह
 A� #�+� ����� ��  
��" q���� ���� ह
 ��ह�$� ����� �� �#� �� �
�� 
ह
� g�� �ह� ह
 �� ����� �
 z�	� �ह� ह
, ����� 
z��� �� �ह� ह
� ����" �� �� ��� �� ���9� 
��	� ह0+� 

4����!�B (�� ����� ����): U� ��.;�. z�ह� 
#~	� $� �� $
�� �
 ��� e���+B �
� ���� �; 8� 
g�� ह� �
� �( 	
 �ह �$ $
 $�"#��  

�� ��.��. 9�ह� (4p, �" #): ���� 	
 ��69  �
 
	�� ����� ���� ��� "� 	
 �ह ह
 �� $
 �� 	�ह �� 
��0 �;'�� ���) �( ����� ह�" ह� A� 8� �2L$��+ 
����� ह�& ह� g�� � ह
 ����  ��" �
V4 >B
��$ 
�v��� ��!�� ह
� ���� ���� ����� ह
 �� $
 
�
V4 >B
��$ ����� 5%� ���, �;:��:� �� �( 
���
 ����� ��� �( 10  �	:	 I����� �� �� 6�� 
ह
z�# 4� ��B� ���� �1���$�(B ह
#� A� �
V4 
>B
��$ �v(#��  

�0��� ��$ �ह ह
 �� �ह�+ ;� �ह�	 �� ��	( ह
	� 
ह�� �� �+घ � � $� �� ���9� ��� ��ह0+#� �� ह� 
�ह� �� :�r ��(� ह� $
 �2L�4��q4 5�	� ह� ह� 
���
 5��� �+� �� �(� ���� �ह�+ �� "� �+��: 
$�"#� �� I#� ह� �ह �� ��	� ह� 	
 �#� 8� ह� 
�� ' �� ��	� ह�� ����� I�� �� ��$ �
 ह� ह� 
I;�� ���E �( �ह� ��"+ 	
 �� 	�ह �� ��	 �ह�� 
�� �
& ��8 �ह� ह
#��  

�� ��� ��  ���� �( �$ ��^ ह
 �ह� �� A� �ह� 
$� �ह� �� �� �� ��� �� ����� �� :�r ����, 
�� ����� �� :�r ����� 1942 �( $� �� >�0 � �( 
;v	� �� 	
 ह��
 ह� ��� ह�� 8��� ��V�� 60 B� 
ह�� ��#
�� ह�� ��� 	�� ���( I��� 4������ 
$�	� ��� �ह �%� >����_B ह
	� �� A� ��� 8� 
ह���� ;�B 8�� �ह	� ��� �ह ��$ �ह�	 ���#� A� 
�>	� ��� �; 8� ��  ��� �� �� �+�
�>	 ��( � 
�� ��  ��� ��( �$��� �;�6��$ �v��  

I+	 �( �$� ��$ �� ��;�3B �	� �ह� ह�, ��� ��� 
�� 	�6 �� $
 �ह �ह� $� �ह� ह
 	
 �� �ह�� 
��ह	� ह0+ �� 60 4 ��  ����� �( ����  ��� �� �
& 
 8�� ह���� ;
5�E �� �ह� ;%� ह
� ����" ���
 
��� ��� ���� �� �
& ��8 �ह�� @1�����  

 

the Need to Stehgthen    322 Public 

Distribution System 

SHRI       SANTOSH      -BAGRODIA 

(Rajasthan):    Thank    you,    Mr.    Vice-

Chairman,    Sir    for    giving    me    this 

opportunity. I fully agree to most of the points 

raised by Gautamji regarding rise in prices. But, 

the most important factor is demand and 

supply. We might blame any individual, we 

might blame traders, we might blame the 

Government, buttfle fact remains that if we 

have something in plenty  there  cannot  be  any 

price the whether   they   are   durable   goods   

or perishable  goods.  We  have  seen that. 

Here, at the moment we are concerned about      

essential      commodities,      the commiditics 

which every poor man stitds every day, 

especially vegetables. Only 34 days back I read 

as to why Members feel that   it   is   due   to   

the   Govemitwjit's inaction. While Gautamji 

says that it is not   the  Government's  

responsibility. I wish  and  I   recommend  that  

Gautamji should be made a Minister because he 

is supporting the Government very strongly. I   

wish   him   good   luck.   The   point   is 

pototoes    about    20    kms.    away   are 

available at Rs. 4 per kg., and here it is Rs. 20 

per kg. So, in a distance of 20 kms. it has made 

so much difference. It is just a problem of 

transportation. If this Government cannot even 

make sure that these     perishable      

commodities     are distributed   all   over   

Delhi,   I   am   not talking about the whole 

country because they   are   not   capable   of   

ruling   the country. But, even in Delhi, where 

all of us are  sitting,  where  everyday we  see 

what is happening, they cannot supply. They 

say that they have got mobile vans which go 

from place to place and sell vegetables. I have 

not seen any mobile van going around and 

selling vegetables. If they sell vegetables at Rs. 

10 per kg., no trader can sell it at Rs. 20 per kg. 

Sir, I would not take much time because I 

definitely want that the Resolution should be 

pas.sed. But, it is very easy to say that nothing 

has happened during the last five decades. 

These things are not going to matter  to public 

because  public knows what has happened in 

five decades. These arc all political statements. 

If we compare 
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the country, it is definitely much better. The 

production of every commodity in the 

country has increased. The important thing 

is distribution, which is not taking place. I 

know you do not want me to speak any 

longer, so I wish this Resolution be 

supported by everybody and passed because 

this concerns everybody, whether it is the 

Government or the Treasury Benches or the 

Opposition. Thank you, Sir. 
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SHRI KHAGEN DAS: (Tripura) 4����!�B 
�ह0"�, �� �8� ������ ��>�) �
 �@�& ��	� ह0+ 
�$1ह)�� �� ��^ �( 8�# ����� because rising 

above party affiliations, they have expressed 
deep concern about the sharp rise in prices. I 
am extremely sorry to mention that the hon. 
Minister has taken a different view and has 
almost-tried to justify the sharp rise in prices. I 
would just again bring to your notice that the 
annual rate of inflation has surpassed the 7 per 
cent mark of 1975 to touch 7.4 per cent mark 
in the week ending June 27. As per the 
Government's admission, prices of primary 
food articles have risen by 9.72 per cent and 
that of vegetable rose by 54.9 per cent. I would 
again like to quote an eminent economist. 

SHRI SANGH PRIYA GAUTAM: Mr. 

Vice-Chairman, Sir, he has already spoken on 

this. 

SHRI KHAGEN DAS: Sir, the hon. 

Minister has mentioned that this Government 

is not responsible.  Market 
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reports indicate the rise in prices of food 
articles in April 1998: During the first week 
of April, inflation was 4.7; during the second 
week it rose to 5.03 per cent. This rate has 
risen steadily from the third week of March. 
Sir, it is to be noted that this new Government 
also assumed office in the third week of 
March. 

Now, I come to the price of food articles, 

particularly wheat and rice. The Minsitcr was 

speaking about Delhi and its surrounding 

areas. What about the North-Eastcrn States 

and inaccessible areas? What about the 

inaccessible areas of North India? The prices 

of food articles rose sharply, ."he hon. 

Minister cannot deny this fact and has not 

been able to justify. Regarding the prices of 

essential commodities... 

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI 

SANATAN BISI): You have already 

mentioned all these things. Kindly let me 

know whether you are withdrawing the 

Resolution or not. 

SHRI KHAGEN DAS: No, I am not 

withdrawing the Resolution. I would like to 

stick to my original Resolution antf would 

urge upon the House that it should be passed 

in'toto. I am doing so because the Hon. 

Minister has not given any assurance and was 

just trying to justify the price rise. We cannot 

accept this. 

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI 

SANATAN BISI): Mr. Das, arc you 

withdrawing your Resolution? 

...{Interruptions)... 

SHRI KHAGEN DAS: Sir, I gave specific 

suggestions also to bring down prices of 

essential commodities. 
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SHRI RAMACHANDRA 
KHUNTIA: Mr. Vice-Chairman, only Delhi, 
Punjab Himachal Pradesh and Haryana do not 
constitute India. There arc other States also 
which constitute India. For example, Orissa, 
North-East Region and many other States. 
While replying to the queries, the Minister 
should have covered all the States in the 
country, that is, India ...{Interruptions)... 

SHRI TRILOKI NATH 

CHATURVEDI (Uttar Pradesh): He has 

mentioned only States from where vegetables 

were brought. Your interpretation that' the 

Minister has referred to only some States is 

completely wrong. For him the country is one 

which includes Orissa, Rajasthan, Delhi and 

many other States. For all of us the country is 

one. That is what he has said. 

SHRI SURJIT SINGH BARNALA: Mr. 

Vice-Chairman, Sir, there was a demand from 

Orissa for additional wheat. 

Recently we have allocated additional 

foodgrains to Orissa because their demand 

appeared to be genuine. Mr. Vice-Chairman, 

Sir, while you were speaking you have 

mentioned that perhaps they were not lifting 

the foodgrains. I agree that there was some 

problem in the lifting of foodgrains. Now I 

think this problem also will be solved. They 

will start lifting whatever foodgrains have 

been allocated to them/ 

Reading supply of foodgrains to the North-

East Region, we have issued instructions that 

foodgrains must reach that place before the 

monsson season so that they do not face any 

shortage of foodgrains. We have made that 

arrangement. I think that has succeeded to a 

large extent, I would not say wholly, because 

there has been disruption in the 

communications at many places. All the same, 

sufficient foograins stocks were despatched in 

time. 

Similarly for the far-fetched areas of 

Jammu and Kashmir, we have tried to send 

foodgrains from Amritsar by road. Though it 

is a very long distance, still, we have tried to 

send foodgrains in time. Wc have made that 

arrangement from Amirtsar by road right up 

to Srinagar. That type of effort we are doing. 

For Delhi also, we are trying to put in our 

best efforts to provide all essential 

commodities at a very reasonable price. I can 

assure the hon. Members that we will take 

maximum precautions in ensuring spply of 

foodgrains to all the States. 

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI 

SANATAN BISl): Mr. Khagen Das, are you 

withdrawing your Reasolution? 

SHRI KHAGEN DAS: No. We are not 

satisfied with the reply of the Minister. 

SHRI DIPANKAR MUKHERJEE (West 

Bengal) He has not addressed the problem of 

public distribution system, rising inflation. It 

is absolutely a question of justification. In our 

view, it is unjustifiable. He is trying to defend 

an indefensible cause. 
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THE      VICE-CHAIRMAN      (SHRI 
SANATAN    BISI):    I    will    put    the 
Resolution to vote. 

The question is: 
That this House disapproves the total inaction 
of the Government in tackling the very sharp 
rise in the prices of essential commodities like 
cereals, vegetables, edible oils, etc., and urges 
upon the Government to immediately 
intervene to roll back the prices of essential 
commodities and strengthen the public 
distribution system to protect particularly the 
economically vulnerable sections of the 
society.  

The motion was negatived 

SPECIAL MENTIONS 

Demand    for   Setting    up    of   National 

Sahitya Academy for Children 
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