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considered but could not be finalised due mainly
to fund constraints. A proposal for
modemisation of 1ISCO by utilisation of funds
from the Steel Development Fund (SDF) is
under consideration of the Government.

As IISCO has been referred to the BIFR,
any scheme to be taken up r modemisation
will have to be in accordance with the orders
of the BIFR in this regard.

Boosting of Investment in Steel Sector

530. DR. B.B. DUTTA: Will the Minister of
STEEL be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government have proposed a 20
point agenda for boosting investment in the steel
sector;

(b) if so, the details thereof;

(c) whether Government have any proposal
to categorise steel as infrastructure industry and
extend the benefits of infrastructure sector like
exemption from minimum alternate tax and
access to funds from IDFC; and

(d) if se, the details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF STEEL AND MINES (SHR}
RAMESH BAIS): (a) No, Sir.

(b) With the onset of the New Industrial
Policy, iron and steel industry has been
dereserved from the list of industries reserved
for the public sector. Further, there is no
requirement of Industrial licensing for setting
up of iron and steel plants in the country save
for certain locational restrictions. Since the Steel
Industry has been opened up to the market
completely, investment decisions for setting up
steel plants etc. are a matter of commercial
judgement on the part of the entrepreneurs.

(c) and (d) There have been requests to
declare steel as infrastructure in order to avail
benefits available to the infrastructure sector.
However, this has not been acceded to by the
Government at present.
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Modernisation of Steel Plants

532.DR. Y. LAKSHMI PRASAD: Will the
Minister of STEEL be pleased to state:

(a) the names of the steel plants being
modernised:

(b) the estimated cost involved, plant-wise;

(c) whether there has been cost overruns in
the implementation of modernisation scheme;

(d) the details of production during 1995-96
and 1996-97;

(e) the measures being taken to produce such
steel in the country which is being imported at
present; and

(f) if so, the details threof?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF STEE[. AND MINES
(SHRIRAMESH BAIS): (a) Steel Authority of
India Limited (SAIL) have undertaken the
modernisation of the following threc stecl
plants:

1. Durgapur Steel Plant (DSP)



