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4. However, whether it is proper for a
Government, which has tendered its resigna-
tion, to make gubernatorial appointments or
confer awards is a different question. Legality
and propriety are not synonymous.

Firing by Pakistan during Defence Minister's
visit
*118. SHRI NARENDRA MOHAN:

Will the Minister of DEFENCE be pleased to
State:

(a) whether it is a fact that Pakistani troops
opened heavy fire at Siachen Glacier on 29th
of April, 1998, when he landed there on that
day;

(b) if so, whether it is not a failure of our
military intelligence especially when similar
incidents of firing had happened when the
former Defence Minister had visited that area
in September, 1997;

(c) whether this firing by Pakistani Army
was retaliated and what weere the casualties,
if any, on both sides of the border; and

(d) whether this type of threat perception
was taken into consideration when his tour to
that are was planned?

THE MINISTER OF DEFENCE (SHRI
GEORGE FERNANDES): (a) to (d) Pakistani
troops resorted to unprovoked firing on some
of the posts of Siachen sector on 29 April 1998,

Firing by Pakistani troops in Siachen sector
on 29 April 1998 and in September 1997 during
the visits of Raksha Mantri cannot be attributed
as intelligence failure since unprovoked firing
by Pakistan in Siachen sector is a regular
phenomenon and has been continuing for many
years.

Appropriate response is given by our troops
to such unprovoked firing, taking due care that
the incidents remain localised and our casualty
is minimal. One of our soldiers was killed in
this sector due to Pakistani firing on 29 April,
1998. Casualties on Pakistani side are not
known; it can, at best, be estimates based on
guess work.

All aspects are taken into consideration
when visits of VVIPs/VIPs are planned to these
areas.
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Warships with Indian Navy

*119. SHRIMATI JAYAPRADA NAHATA:
Will the Minister of DEFENCE be pleased to
state:

(a) what was the number of warships in the
Indian Navy in 1995; and

(b) the number of warships it will be left with
by the year 2000?

THE MINISTER OF DEFENCE (SHRIi
GEORGE FERNANDES): (a) In 1995, Indian
Navy had 136 warships of all categories.

(b) Divulging the future force levels of Indian
Navy will not be in the interest of National
security.
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WRITTEN ANSWERS TO UNSTARRED
QUESTIONS

Shortage of Pilots in JAF

734. SHRI SANJAY DALMIA: Will the
Minister of DEFENCE be pieased to state:

(a) whether there is shortage of pilots in
the Indian Air Force with majority of vacancies
in the combat wing; and

(b) if so, the steps Government propose to
take to tackle the situation and ensure that
there is no adverse effect on the combat
preparedness of the IAF during any conflict?

THE MINISTER OF DEFENCE (SHRI
GEORGE FERNANDES): (a) Yes, Sir.

(b) Efforts in the form of sustained publicity

.| recruitinent drive are on to attract talented

uth to join the IAF. Steady improved intakes
nd increased strength are expected to
ctfectively tackle any adverse effect.

Impact of Nuclear Tests

735.. SHRI PARAG CHALIHA: Will the

“:nister of DEFENCE be pleased to state the

.mpact of Nuclear Tests held recently on the
defence preparedness of the country?

THE MINISTER OF DEFENCE (SHRI
GEORGE FERNANDES): The underground
nuclear tests carried out by India on May 11
and 13, 1998 will enhance India's defence
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preparedness by helping to create an effective
deterrent against the use or threat of use of
weapons of mass destruction against India.
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Health care for Ordnance workers

737. SHRI SATISH PRADHAN: Will the
Minister of DEFENCE be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that proper heaith
care is not taken of the Ordnance wotkers,
working in Bullet and Electroplating divisions;

(b) whether it is a fact that a demand long
due for Change Room and Eating Room has
not been fulfilled at Khadki Ammunition
Factory;

(c) whether it is a fact that periodical
medical check-up is not conducted resulting in
high percentage of absentees; and

(dy whether it is also a fact that competent
medical officers are pot employed at
Qccupational Health Centres; if so, the reasons
therefor?
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