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(v) Cooperation of people in protection and 

management of forests is through Joint 

Forest management practices. 
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National Culture Policy 

*279. DR. C. NARAYANA REDDY: Will 

the Minister of HUMAN RESOURCE DE- 

VELOPMENT be pleased to state: 

(a) whether Government have finalised the 

National Culture Policy; 

(b) if not, the steps Government propose to 

take to expedite its finalisation; 

(c) whether Government are aware that in the 

absence of such a policy, cultural values of the 

nation are getting eroded; and 

(d) the measures Government propose to 

take to safeguard the unique cultural values of 

India? 

THE MINISTER OF HUMAN RE-

SOURCE DEVELOPMENT (DR. MURLI 

MANOHAR JOSHI): (a) and (b) The National 

Policy on Culture is under the consideration of 

the Government. 

(c) and (d) Cultural values are rooted in the 

history and heritage of our country. The Policy, 

as and when it is enunciated, will be a further 

articulation of these values. The Government is 

already attempting to foster cultural values 

through its various schemes and autonomous 

institutions established. The National Education 

Policy 1986 (as updated in 1992) and its 

Programme of Action lay emphasis on 

incorporating the cultural perspective in the 

content and process of education. 

Medication Scheme for Needy Patients 

*280. SHRI JANARDHANA POOJARY: 

Will the Minister of HEALTH AND FAMILY 

WELFARE be pleased to state: 

(a) whether Government's attention has 

been drawn to the statement of Indian Medical 

Association General Secretary as reported in the 

Times of India, New Delhi dated 27th May, 

1998 to the effect that 83 per cent patients in the 

country are treated in private sector hospitals and 

nursing homes but there is no way in which a 

person in need of medical treatment can meet 

high cost of treatment; 

(b) whether Government propose to start any 

effective medication scheme to enable needy 

patients to meet high cost of medicare; 

(c) if so, by when; and 

(d) if not, the reasons therefor? 

 


