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(c) whether Government is 
contemplating to issue guidelines to the Slate 
Government to ensure that mining is done by 
the industrial units granted lease only for use 
in their own units and not for any other 
purpose? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
MINISTRY OF STEEL AND MINES (SHRI 
RAMESH BAIS): (a) and (b) The State Govt, 
of Orissa has sent a proposal dated 24.6.97 
recommending grant of mining lease for 
chrome ore in Sukhinda Valley of Orissa over 
50% of the balance area of 855.476 hects. 
which has become available for grant after 
the Ilnd renewal of the mining lease of 
TISCO for reduced area, in favour of four 
parties i.e. Indian Metal and Ferro Alloys 
(IMFA)/Indian Charge Chrome Ltd. (ICCL), 
Ispat Alloys, Ferro Alloys Corporation Ltd. 
(FACOR) and Jindal Strips. The proposal 
was for grant of only 50% of the area of 
855.476 hects. whereas the Central Govt's 
order dated 17.8.95 had requested the State 
Govt, to send the proposal for grant of mining 
lease in favour of aforesaid four parties for 
the total area of 855.476 hects. 

While the aforesaid proposal of the State 
Govt, dated 24.6.97 was under examination, 
Shri M.C. Mahapatra, the then Joint Secretary 
in this Ministry who was handling the matter, 
died on 27.9.1997, allegedly as a result of 
jumping from the office building to Shastri 
Bhawan. The police took up the, 
investigations of the circumstances relating to 
the death of Shri Mahapatra. Initially the 
matter was being investigated by the Delhi 
Police and subsequently by the Crime Branch 
of the Delhi Police. Later on, the 
investigations were entrusted to the Central 
Bureau of Investigations (CBI) by the 
Ministry of Home Affairs. The entire original 
records in respect of the proposal for grant of 
mining lease of Sukhinda Chrome ore mines 
have been taken over by the CBI and any 
further action in the matter regarding 
consideration of the aforesaid proposal for 
grant of mining lease can be taken up 

only after return of the original records by 
the CBI who are still investigating the matter. 

(c) No seperate guidelines are being issued 
by the Central Govt, as the National Mineral 
Policy announced by Central Govt, in 1993 it 
self envisages that in case of ores whose 
known reserves are not abundant, preference 
will be given to those who propose to take up 
their mining for captive use. 

Prospecting    and    Exploration    in    the 

Mineral Sector 

1288. SHRI NAGENDRA NATH OJHA: 
SHRI GURUDAS DAS GUPTA: 

Will the Minister of MINES be pleased to 
state: 

(a) whether Government have approved 
some proposals received from international 
mining companies for prospecting and 
exploration in the mineral sector; and 

(b) if so, the details thereof? 

THE MINISTER OF STEEL AND MINES 
(SHRI NAVEEN PATNAIK): (a) and (b) 
Prospecting and mining rights are granted by 
the concerned State Government in 
accordance with the provisions of Mines and 
Minerals (Regulation & Development) Act, 
1957 and the Rules framed thereunder. As per 
the Mines and Minerals (Regulation & 
Development) Act, 1957, prospecting and 
mining rights can be granted only to an 
Indian national or to a company registered in 
India under the Companies Act, 1956. The 
Mines and Minerals (Regulation & 
Development) Act, 1957 also provides that in 
respect of any mineral specified in the First 
Schedule of the Act, no prospecting licence 
or mining lease shall be granted except with 
the previous approval of the Central 
Government. 

The Government of India had, on 30.10.96,  
issued guidelines for grant  of 
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large areas for aerial prospecting under the 
provisions of Mines and Minerals 
(Regulation & Development) Act, 1957. In 
pursuance of these guidelines, the Ministry 
has approved 36 such proposals received 
from the State Government of Rajasthan,    
Maharashtra,    Gujarat   and 

Bihar, these prospecting licences have been 
given to Indian subsidiaries/joint ventures of 
foreign mining companies and to Indian 
companies having technical collaboration 
with foreign Companies, details of which arc 
given in the Statement. 

STATEMENT 
Details of Approvals given for aerial prospecting over large areas in pursuance of Guidelines 

issued by 
the Government of India on 30th Oct., 1996 

 

S1. Name of the Company    Minerals                             Area/Distt ./State Date of 

So.    Approval 
by the 

Central 
Govt. 

1. M/s BHP Mineral India Copper, lead, zinc, gold 2532.14 Sq. Kms. Distts. 3.6.1997 

 (P) Ltd. & associated minerals Tonk,    Ajmer,    Bundi, 
Bhilwara (Rajasthan) 

 

2. M/s BHP Minerals India Copper, lead, zinc, gold 2637.58 Sq. Kms. Distts. 3.6.1997 

 (P) Ltd. & associated minerals Tonk,  Sawai  Madhopur & 
Bundi (Rajasthan) 

 

3. M/s BHP Minerals India Copper, lead, zinc, gold 2305.64 Sq. Kms. Distts. 3.6.1997 

 (P) Ltd. & associated Minerals Jaipur,     Tonk,     Sawai 
Madhopur (Rajasthan) 

 

4. M/s BHP Minerals India Copper, lead, zinc, gold 903.84  Sq.   Kms.   Distt. 3.6.1997 

 (P) Ltd. & associated minerals Bhilwara, (Rajasthan)  

5. M/s   CRA   Exploration Copper, lead, zinc, gold 1915.52 Sq. Kms. Distt. 3.6.1997 

 India (P) Ltd. & associated minerals Ajmer (Rajasthan)  

6. M/s     Hindustan     Zinc Copper, iead, zinc, gold 2777.30 Sq. Kms. Distt. 30.6.1997 

 Ltd. silver & associated minerals Bhilwara (Rajasthan)  

7. M/s     Hindustan     Zinc Copper, lead, zinc, gold 2339.58 Sq. Kms. Distts.. 30.6.1997 

 Ltd. silver & associated minerals Ajmer  &  Tonk  (Rajasthan)  

8. M/s     Hindustan     Zinc Copper, lead, zinc, gold 2329.31 Sq. Kms. Distts. 30.6.1997 

 Ltd. silver & associated minerals Tonk  &  Jaipur  (Rajasthan)  

9. M/s     Hindustan     Zinc Copper, lead, zinc, gold 2345.37 Sq. Kms. Distt. 30.6.1997 

 Ltd. silver & associated minerals Ajmer (Rajasthan)  

10. M/s Metmin Finance & Copper, lead, zinc, Nick- 181.47  Sq.   Kms.   Distt. 11.8.1997 

 Holdings Ltd. el, gold, silver & associated 
minerals 

Sirohi (Rajasthan)  

11. M/s Metmin Finance & Copper, lead, zinc, Nick- 44.00   Sq.    Kms.   Distt. 11.8.1997 

 Holdings Ltd. el, gold, silver & associated 
minerals 

Dungarpur (Rajasthan)  

12. M/s Metmin Finance & Copper, lead, zinc, Nick- 138.62  Sq.   Kms.   Distt. 11.8.1997 

 Holdings Ltd. el, gold, silver & associated 
minerals 

Dungarpur (Rajasthan)  

13. M/s   ACC-CRA   Explo- Copper, lead, zinc, gold, 517.00  Sq.   Kms.   Distt. 11.8.1997 

 ration (India) (P) Ltd. silver, bismuth, cadmium & 
associated minerals 

Sikar & Jhunjhunu (Rajasthan)  
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SI. Name of the Company 
 

Minerals Area/Distt ./State Date of 

No.  
 

  Approval 
by the 

Central 
Govt. 

14. M/s   Meridian   Minerals Lead,     Zinc,     Copper, 670.985 Sq.  Kms.  Distt. 29.8.1997 

 India (P) Ltd. 
 

Gold,  Silver,  Cadmium, 
Bismuth   and   associated 
minerals 

Banswara (Rajasthan)  

15. M/s   Meridian   Minerals Lead,     Zinc,     Copper, 632.84   Sq.   Kms.   Distt. 29.8.1997 

 India (P) Ltd. 
 

Gold,  Silver, Cadmium, 
Bismuth   and   associated 
minerals 

Bharatpur (Rajasthan)  

16. M/s Metmin  Finance 
& 

Copper, lead, zinc, Nick- 300    Sq.    Kms.     Distt. 9.9.1997 

 Holdings Ltd. 
 

el,   gold,  silver  and  as-
sociated minerals 

Jhunjhunu (Rajasthan)  

17. M/s Metmin  Finance 
&. 

Copper, lead, zinc, Nick- 384.40  Sq.   Kms.   Distt. 9.9.1997 

 Holdings Ltd. 
 

el,   gold,  silver and  associated 
minerals 

Sirohi (Rajasthan)  

18. M/s  Metmin  Finance 
& 

Copper, lead, zinc. Nick 106.00   Sq.   Kms.   Distt. 9.9.1997 

 Holdings Ltd. 
 

el, gold, silver & associated 
minerals 

Sirohi (Rajasthan)  

19. M/s Metmin Finance 
& 

Copper, lead, zinc, Nick- 71.00   Sq.    Kms.    Distt. 9.9.1997 

 Holdings Ltd. 
 

el, gold, silver & associated 
minerals 

Sirohi (Rajasthan)  

20. M/s Metmin Finance 
& 

Copper, lead, zinc, Nick- 1350   Sq.    Kms.    Distt. 9.9.1997 

 Holdings Ltd. 
 

el, gold, silver & associated 
minerals 

Sikar & Nagaur (Rajasthan)  

21. M/s   Meridian   Minerals Copper, lead, zinc, gold, 2812.50 Sq. Kms. Distts. 25.9.1997 

 India (P) Ltd. 
 

silver, cadmium, bismuth and 
associated minerals 

Alwar  and   Dausa  (Rajasthan)  

22. M/s BHP Minerals India Copper, lead, zinc, gold 1310   Sq.   Kms.   Distts. 23.2.1998 

 (P) Ltd. 
 

and associated minerals Bhilwara & Ajmer (Rajasthan)  

23. M/s BHP Minerals India Copper, lead, zinc, gold 1486   Sq.    Kms.    Distts. 23.2.1998 

 (P) Ltd. 
 

and associated minerals Bilwara,   Rajasamand  & Ajmer 
(Rajasthan) 

 

24. M/s Metmin Finance 
& 

Copper, lead, zinc, gold, 236.00  Sq.   Kms.   Distt. 30.4.1998 

 Holdings Ltd. 
 

silver, nickel and associated 
minerals 

Sirohi (Rajasthan)  

25. M/s Metmin Finance 
& 

Copper, lead, zinc, gold, 50.25   Sq.   Kms.   Distt. 30.4.1998 

 Holdings Ltd. 
 

silver, nickel and associated 
minerals 

Banaskantha (Gujarat)  

26. M/s Metmin Finance 
& 

Copper, lead, zinc, gold, 156.00 Sq.   Kms.   Distt. 30.4.1998 

 Holdings Ltd. 
 

silver, nickel and associated 
minerals 

Banaskantha (Gujarat)  

27. M/s   Meridian   Minerals Lead, zinc, copper, gold, 3162.50 Sq. Kms. Distts. 30.4.1998 

 India (P) Ltd. 
 

nickel,   silver,   bismuth, 
cadmium    &    associated 
minerals 

Udaipur (Rajasthan)  

28. M/s   Meridian   Minerals Lead, zinc, copper, gold 2100.00 Sq.  Kms.  Distt, 30.4.1998 

 India (P) Ltd. 
 

& associated minerals Nagaur & Churn (Rajasr than)  
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SI. Name of the Company Minerals Area/Distt./State Date of 

No.    Approval 
by the 

Central 
Govt. 

29. M/s   Meridian   Minerals Lead, zinc, copper, gold, 311.125 Sq. Kms. Distt. 30.4.1998 

 India (P) Ltd. bismuth, cadmium, silver and 
associated minerals 

Ajmer (Rajasthan)  

30. M/s RBW  Minerals In- Lead,.zinc, copper, gold, 100.87   Sq.   Kms.   Distt. 30.4.1998 

 dustries Ltd. nickel,   silver,   cadmium and 
associated minerals 

Pali (Rajasthan) *  

ft. M/s RBW Minerals In- Lead, zinc, copper, gold, 3875.00 Sq. Kms. Distts. 30.4.1998 

 dustries Ltd. cadmium, silver and associated 
minerals 

Bundi,   Tonk,   Bhilwara and  
Chittorgarh  (Rajasthan) 

 

32. M/s RBW  Minerals In- Lead, zinc, copper, gold, 3000.00 Sq. Kms. Distts. 30.4.1998 

 dustries Ltd. nickel,     bismuth,     cadmium, 
silver and associated minerals 

Pali &  Rajsamand (Rajasthan)  

33. M/s Geomysore Services Copper, lead, zinc, gold, 3490.00 Sq. Kms. Distts. 30.4.1998 

 (India) Pvt. Ltd. molybdenum,   diamond, nickel 
and platinum 

Nagpur,    Bhandara     & 
Gadchiroli 
(Maharashtra) 

 

34. M/s  Phelps  Dodge  Ex- Copper   and   associated 2472   Sq.   Kms.   Distts. 13.5.1998 

 ploration India Pvt. Ltd. minerals Singhbhum   (East)    and 
Singhbhum           (West), Bihar 

 

35. M/s     WSIL     Minerals Copper, lead, zinc, gold, 1709.705 Sq. Kms.  Bhil- 5.6.1998 

 Sands India Pvt. Ltd. silver & associated minerals wara, Ajmer Pali & Ra-jasamand 
(Rajasthan) 

 

36. M/s     WSIL     Minerals Copper, lead, zinc, gold, 1200.00 Sq. Kms. Distt. 5.6.1998 

 Sands India Pvt. Ltd. silver & associated minerals Udaipur (Rajasthan)  

 TOTAL                              ! 51917.55  
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