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Supply of fruits and vegetables to major 

Cities 

2448. SHRI RAMDAS AGARWAL: Will 
the PRIME MINISTER be pleased to state: 

(a) whether any efforts have been 
made by Government to supply fruits and 
vegetables in large qaantity in view of 
their increasing demand in the cities in 
the country like Delhi, Jaipur, 
Bhubancshwur, Mumbai and Calcutta; 

(b) if so, the details thereof; 

(c) whether the rates of fruits and 
vegetables have almost doubled in. these 
cities; and 

(d) if so, what efforts, till date, have been 

made by Government to reduce the price and 

increase the production of fruits and 

vegetables? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 

MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE (SHRI 

SOMPAL): (a) and (b) Due to steep rise in 

prices of onion during January-February, 

1998, the Government of India through 

National Agricultural Cooperative Marketing 

Federation of India (NAFED) arranged the 

sale of onion at resonable price in 3 major 

cities i.e. Delhi, Chennai and Hyderabad. 

NAFED has distributed 1,777 metric tonnes 

of onion during 2nd January, 1998 to 21st 

February, 1998. 

(c) Due to seasonal variations, the rates of 

fruits and vegetables are fluctuating in various 

markets of the country. Fruits like apple, 

citrus, banana, etc. and vegetables like potato, 

onion, tomato, etc. have shown rising trend 

during last few weeks. 

(d) For increasing the production of fruits 

and vegetables and subsequently increasing 

the supply, the Government of India is 

promoting the schemes on fruits and 

vegetables namely (0 Integrated Development 

of Tropical, Arid & Temperate Zone Fruits, 

(ii) Production and Supply of Vegetable 

Seeds, and (iii) Development of Root & Tuber 

Crops in the country. The Governmeni of 

India 

through National Horticulture Board 

(NHB), National Cooperative 

Development Corporation (NCDC) is also 

providing financial assistance for creating 

infrastructure facilities for cold storage, packing 

and grading centres for better marketing facilities 

which would help enhanced and timely supply of 

fruits and vegetables and control the prices. 
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