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(c) the names of the Government de-
partments with which they held meetings
during their visit; and

(d) whether they had also met the officials
of the Ministry of Chemicals and Fertilizers;
if so, the prime objectives thereof and the
bilateral issues discussed in the meeting?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS
(SHRIMATI VASUNDHARA RAIJE): (a)
Yes, Sir. The Minister of Trade and Industry
of Oman visited India between 30 April—2
May, 1998.

(b) The prime objective of the visit of the
Omani Minister was to inaugurate the
"OMAN WEEK" which was held in New
Delhi from May 1—6, 1998.

(¢) and (d) The visiting dignitary had
meetings with the Ministers of Petroleum,
Commerce and Cfhemicals & Fertilisers, and
the Minister of State for External Affairs
during which bilateral relations in the
pblitical, economic and cultural fields were
discussed.

G-8 Countries' Reaction to Nuclear Test

2495. SHRI NILOTPAL BASU; Will the
PRIME MINISTER be pleased to state:

(a) the salient features of G-8 countries'
reaction to India in the post blast aftermath;
and

(b) the response to Government thereto?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS
(SHRIMATI VASUNDHARA RAIJE): (a)
Foreign Minister of the G-8 countries held a
special meeting in London on June 12, 1998
to "consider the serious global challenge
posed by the nuclear tests carried out by India
and Pakistan". In a Communique issued at the
end of their meeting, the G-8 Foreign
Ministers said that the fests had "affected both
countries' relationship with each of us, worse-
ned rather than improve their "security
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environment, damaged their prospects of
achieving their goals of sustainable economic
development, and run coun-trary to global
efforts towards nuclear non-proliferation and
nuclear disarmament”. They called on India
(and Pakistan) to stop further nuclear tests, all
are to the CTBT immediately and uncondi-
tionally thereby facilitating its early entry into
force", refrain from weaponisation or
deployment of nuclear weapons, participate in
negotiations on a Fissile Material Cut-Off
Treaty in the Conference on Disarmament
"with a view to reaching early agreement" and
refrain from exporting nuclear and missiles
technology. They also called on both
countries to take steps to reduce tensions in
the sub-continent through dialogue and
peaceful means. The G-8 Foreign Ministers
said that the recent nuclear tests would not
confer nuclear weapon status on India and
Pakistan under the NPT.

(b) Government considers the G-8 Foreign
ministers Communique as unfortunate, as
their statement ignored the several positive
gestures made by Government in the
aftermath of the nuclear tests. These include,
inter-alia, the institution of a moratorium on
nuclear testing, our willingness to explore
ways and means for de jure formalisation of
this undertaking, our readiness to engage in
negotiations on and FMCT in the Conference
on Disarmament in Geneva, and our
willingness to maintain and further develop
strict export controls on nuclear related
materials and technology. Government have
consistently made known India's continued
commitment to developing a framework of
peaceful relations with Pakistan through a
broadbased and sustained bilateral dialogue.
Government have also reiterated India's
commitment to embark on a well-considered,
comprehensive and purposeful programme
meant to futher genuine non-proliferation and
global nuclear disarmament. Government
have called on the G-i countries to reflect
seriously on the proposals made by India
rather than attempi
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to prescribe coercive and intrusive sug-
gestions which could be counterproductive.
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U.S. Aid Package to Pakistan

2497. SHRIMATI VEENA VERMA:
SHRI RAJUBHAI A.
PARMAR:

Will the PRIME-MINISTER of be pleased
to state:

(a) whether the U.S. had offered a massive
aid package to Pakistan as an



