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Report of Working Groups of Planning
Commission on Fertilizers

2603. SHRI GOVINDRAO 'ADIK: Will
the Minister of CHEMICALS AND
FERTILISERS be pleased to state:

(a) whether the working Groups set up by
the Planning Commission on fertilizers had
submitted its report to Government;

(b) if so, the details thereof;

(c) the details of action taken for a major
hike in urea prices for balanced use of soil
nutrients and keeping the subsidy bill under
control; and

(d) the details of action plan based on new
policy initiatives formulated by Government
for 1998-99 and likely impact thereof?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF CHEMICALS AND
FERTILISERS (DR. AK. PATEL): (a) and
(b) For the preparation of the Ninth Five Year
Plan (1997—2002) the Planning Commission
set up a Working Group on Fertilizers on
22.12.95 under the Chairmanship of Secretary
(Fertilizers). The Working Group submitted
its report to the Planning Commission on
25.7.96.

(c) With a view to promoting balanced use
of soil nutrients and keeping the subsidy bill
under control, the issue price of urea was
enhanced by 10% with effect
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from 21.2.97. Government is implementing a
scheme of concessions on the sale of
phosphatic and potassic fertilizers to boost the
consumption of these fertilizers by reducing
their farmgate prices. Special Central Sector
Schemes are also being implemented for
promoting integrated use of chemical
fertilizers, bio-fertilizers and organic manures.

(d) The High Powered Fertilizers Pricing
Policy Review Committee, which was
constituted on 28.1.97 to undertake an in-
depth review of the retention price scheme
applicable to urea and the overall policy of
subsidisation of plant nutrients, has submitted
its report on 3.4.98. The recommendations of
the committee are under the consideration of
the Government.
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