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Wastage of foodgrains in godowns and at
farm level

2645. SHRIMATI URMILABEN
CHIMANBHAI PATEL: Will the Minister of
FOOD AND CONSUMER AFFAIRS be
pleased to state:

(a) whether eight to nine per cent of the
foodgrains are spoiled and wasted at the
godowns by one way or other;

(b) whether equally the same amount of
grains are spoiled by farmers at farm level
due to lack of facilities or not knowing the
proper system to preserve;

(c) what strategy the Ministry has for-
mulated to save the losses of foodgrains and
what is the amount allotted to implement the
strategy; and

(d) whether we can save the major part of
wastage to avoid import of foodgrains?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF FOOD AND CONSUMER
AFFAIRS (SHRI SATYA PAL SINGH
YADAV): (a) No, Sir. The losses occuring in
foodgrains during storage
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in the godowns of Central Storage agencies
are about 0.5%.

(b) and (c) As per the Report of Dr. Panse
Committee constituted by the Government of
India in 1966, about 9.33% of foodgrains are
lost during post harvest period at farm level
due to insects, rodents, birds and moisture.
Since such losses are mainly due to lack of
necessary facilities and knowledge about the
scientific  storage of foodgrains, the
Government launched a Scheme of Save
Grain Campaign (SGC) to popularise the
scientific methods of storage of food-grains at
farm level. Besides, Indian Grain Storage
Management and Research Institute (IGMRI)
at Hapur and its 5 field stations at Ludhiana,
Jabalpur, Udaipur, Hyderabad and Jorhat have
been set up to carry out research and
development activities to minimise post-
harvest losses at farm and commercial level.
A sum of Rs. 10.76 crores has been proposed
for the Post Harvest Operations Scheme
during 1998-99.

(d) Yes, Sir.
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