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Foreign Tourists in Kashmir

3208. DR. D. VENKATESHWAR
RAO: Will the Minister of TOURISM be
pleased to state:

(a) the steps taken by Government to
popularise  Kashmir again for foreign
tourists; and

. (b) the response reccived so far during
the current season?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE.
MINISTRY OF TOURISM (SHRI
OMAK APANG): (a) The measures
taken to popularise tourism in Kashmir
include (a) cxtending financial assistance
to restore tourist attractions and
infrastructure facilities, (by revival of
tourism industry through various relief
measures, (c) publicity abowt Tourism in
J&K etc. During the year 1997-98, the
Ministry of Tourism sanctioned financial
assistance of Rs. 293.35 lakhs for the
implementation of 10 projects including
upgradation of Tourist Reception Centres
at Srinagar and Jammu, Yatri Niwas at
Patnitop, Yatrika at Budha Amarnath,
Tourist Huts at Pahalgam and Gulmarg,
beautification of Mughal  Garden
Shalimar, Srinagar, bcautification = of
Mughal Garden, Nishan, Srinagar and
repair and maintenance of chair lift at
IISM Gulmarg.

(b) According to estimates available
from the State Government, a total of
11185 tourists visited Kashmir Valley
during January to May, 1998.
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Tourism Potential in Hatkoti Area of
Himachal Pradesh

3210. SHRI SURYABHAN PATIL
VAHADANE: Will the Minister of
TOURISM be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government are aware of
the tourism potential in the Hatkoti area
of Himachal Pradesh;

~(b) if so, whether Government will
include Durga Hatkoti Temple in Shimia
District of Himachal Pradesh for
development for tourism purpose;

(c) if so, the details thercof; and

(d) if not, the reasors therefor?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF TOURISM ' (SHRI
OMAK APANG): (a) Yes. Sir.

(b) and (c) Recognising the tourism
potential of Hatkoti area in Himachal

Pradesh, the Union Ministry of Tourism
provided financial assistance to the State
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