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187 Written Answers

(c) whether it is a fact that proper and
sufficient dialogue is not taking place
between Government and organisations
associated with tourism; and

(d) if so, the details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF TOURISM (SHRI
OMAK APANG): (a) No specific
recongnition is granted to any association
or body by Ministry of Tourism at
present. However, the Mimistry does
interact with professional association/
bodies dealing with tourism.

(b) to (d) Federation of Hotel and
Restaurant Association of India, Hotel
Association of India, Travel Agent
Assaciation of India, Indian Association
of Tour Opecrators and Indian Tourist
Transporters Association regularly
interact with the Ministry of Tourism.
Generally, senior officials of the Ministry

also attend the annoal conventions of -

these associations.
Ministry Status for Tourism Department

3206. SHRI YERRA
NARAYANASWAMY: Will the
Minister of TOURISM be pleased to
state:

(a) whether Government’s attention
have been drawn to the news-item
captioned “Tourism Department out of
Civil Aviatron gets Ministry Status”
appearing in the Economic Times dated
the 27th June, 1998,

(b) whether there would be a new role
for the Director General of Tourism;

(c) whether it is a fact that no new
ideas have emanated from the Director
General, Tourism;

(d) whether professionals from the
tourism industry will be employed to give
a new thrust to the tourism industry; and

(e) if not, how Government propose to
energise the office of Director General,
Tourism?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE

MINISTRY OF TOURISM (SHRI
OMAK APANG): (a) Yes, Sir.
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(b) The main role of the Directorate
General of Tourism'as the nodal agency
for development and promotion of
tourism in India and abroad and for
implementing Government policies in this
regard, continues to remain so but
enhanced by this new status.

(c) No, Sir. Many new ideas, concepts
and initiatives continue to emanate from
Director General. Tourism particulary in
the context of awareness Creation,
publicity and promotion of events
organised by the Ministry of Tourism as
part of Golden Jubilce Cclebrations of
50th Ycar of India’s Independence.

(d) and (e} A Board of Tourism
Industry and Trade has been constituted
to advise the Government on various
policy matters relating to .tourism and to
over see and advise on the
implementation of national strategy for
tourism development. The members of
the Board also include professionals from
the tourism industry.
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