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"Selection of officers in the Army, Navy 
and Air Force is made on the basis of All 
India merit. Similarly, recruitment of 
Personnel Below Officer Rank in Navy 
and Air Force is also made on All India 
merit basis." 

But recruitment below the rank of officer in 

the Army is not made on merit basis. 
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"Selection of officers"—the emphasis is 

on officers'—"in the Army, Navy and Air 

Force is made on the basis of All India merit. 

Similarly, recruitment of Personnel Below 

Officer Rank in Navy and Air Force is also 

made on All India merit basis." 

However, recruitment of other ranks, other 

than officers, in the Navy and Air Force is 

also made on All India merit basis. 
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"However, recruitment of other ranks" —in 
other words, soldiers—"in the Army is based 
on quota allotted to States/UTs on the basis of 
their Recruitable Male Population." 
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"Prior to the partition of the country, the 

representation in the armed forces from 

Punjab was more than 25%. Consequent upon 

the formulation of a new recruitment policy in 

late sixties on the basis of All India 

recruitment based on the population criterion, 

the representation from Punjab has come 

down to about two per cent". 
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Prior to the partition of the country, 

the representation in the armed forces from 

Punjab was more than 25 per cent. 
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SHRI BALWANT SINGH 

RAMOOWALIA: Sir, the matter which 

has been raised by the hon. Member was 

also raised, rather a decision was taken, 

in the Rajiv-Longowal Accord. The 

Rajiv-Longowal Accord was approved by 

both the Houses. In the Accord, Punjab 

was assured that a similar policy would 

be introduced and implemented in the 

recruitment in Navy, Army and Air 

Force. I do not want to criticise this but 

during the last four months, this 

Government has been rejecting one by 

one the demands of Akali Dal with 

regard to Punjab. Earlier, 

Chandigarh... ('Interruptions).. That was also 

rejected by the Home Minister. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: No, no (Interruption) 

Confine yourself only to the Question. 

SHRI BALWANT SINGH 

RAMOOWALIA: I am not in the habit of 

taking things outside the purview, Sir. This 

demand... 

SHRI TRILOKI NATH 

CHATURVEDI: He also was part of the 

Government for two years. 
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SHRI BALWANT SINGH 

RAMOOWALIA: This demand was accepted 

by both the Houses, as per the Rajiv-

Longowal Accord. This is number one. 

Number two, I want to know as to why this 

Government is not considering the 

commitments made in the Rajiv-Longowal 

Accord. Also, I want to know whether the 

Chief Minister has referred to the Rajiv-

Longowal Accord in his letter to the Defence 

Minister or not. 
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SHRI ASHOK MITRA: Sir, perhaps, there 
is a bit of contradiction in what the hon. 
Minister has just said. Or, he cannot claim 
that recruitment is in proportion to population 
of the States when at the same time, it is 
recorded that some States are under-
represented. Obviously, some of the States 
have not been able to supply recruits because 
they must have failed in some of the tests that 
have been ascribed. I will make a very modest 
point that with an increasing machanisation of 
most of the defence forces, perhaps, some of 
the attributes that are insisted upon for 
recruitment deserve to be reviewed. I say this 
because of the situation that is appearing in 
some of the North-Eastern States from where 
the recruitment is very short. The hon. 
Defence Minister himself represents one of 
the Eastern States. There is a huge pool of 
unemployment in these States. I will plead 
with the hon. Minister to let us know whether 
there is any scope of increasing the proportion 
of recruitment from each of the Eastern States, 
including, Bihar. 

SHRl GEORGE FERNANDES: Mr. 

Chairman, Sir, while I agree that with 

mechanisation and so on and so forth 

qualifications for recruitment are bound to 

change and these factors do affect, yet, 

looking at the social and educational situation 

or backwardness of certain States, special 

concessions are made. Sir, special concessions 

are made in terms of height or weight or 

educational qualifications or whatever other 

attributes are needed and care has been taken 

to see that ultimately the person who gets is 

capable of performing the duties which he is 

expected to perform. While I agree with the 

hon. Member that lack of some of these 

attributes or failure in some of the tests is one 

reason why some States are under-represented, 

there are some other States which are under-

represented because there are better 

opportunities of employment. Where there is 

high level of industrialisation, one finds that 

people of those particular areas are not 

inclined to join the army or in any of the 

armed forces. We have these problems and we 

are making special efforts at recruitment stage; 

both at the level of officers and at other levels 

in recent times. There is no shortage in so far 

as manpower at the lower level, in other 

words, at the level of jawan is concerned. But, 

at the level of officers, there has been a 

shortfall and one of the reasons is, there are 

other opportunities which are better oppor-

tunities in monetary terms and in other terms. 

Therefore, it is rather a complex question. The 

hon. Member has specially mentioned about 

North-East and the Eastern States. In the 

North-East, it is true that because of the 

prevailing conditions of insurgency and so on, 

there has not been adequate representation in 

the forces. That is why, when I visited the 

North-East in April last, I made a public 

statement in every State that we will 

encourage young people to join the army and 

special efforts are currently being made in that 

region. In so far as Bihar or West Bengal is 

concerned, if there is any under-

representation, we will make all-out efforts to 

see that we hold rallies and persuade people to 

join the forces. 
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Representation   to   Minorities   in   Para-

Military and Police Forces 

*403. SHRI K. RAHMAK KHAN: Will 

the Minister of HOME AFPAIRS be pleased 

to state: 

(a) whether Government are committed to 

provide adequate representation to minorities 

in para-military and police forces; 

(b) if so, the steps taken by Government in 

this regard during last three years; and 


