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in the Hindustan Times, dated i7th June, 1998
to the effect that a permanent solution to the
Kashmir problem lay only in a tripartite
conference and interaction between the three
parties in the dispute; and

(b) if SO.
thereto?

Government's  reaction

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS
(SHRIMATI VASUNDHARA RAIJE): (a)
and (b) Government have seen the reported
statement of the former Chief Minister of
Jammu & Kashmir, Shri G.M. Shah. The
State of Jammu & Kashmir is an integral part
of the Indian Union. A part of the territory of
the State is in Pakistan's illegal and forcible
occupation. .India is committed to a resolution
of all outstanding issues with Paicistan by
peaceful means through direct bilateral
negotiations as laid down in ihc Simla
Agreement.

Visas Issued to Pakistani Citizens

3276. SHRI K. RAHMAN KHAN: Will
the PRIME MINISTER be pleased to state:

(a) the number of visas issued by India to
Pakistani citizens desiring to visit India after
the announcement of liberal visa package by
Shir LK.- Gujral, former Prime Minister of
India;

(b) whether Pakistan has also responded
by liberalising visa to Indian citizens visiting
Pakistan; and

(c) what is the total number of Indians who
visited Pakistan and Pakistanis who visited
India during the last year?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS
(SHRIMATI VASUNDHARA RAIJE) : (a)
89142 Pakistani nationals wcfre issued visas
to visit India (from May, 1997 to June, 1998)
by the High Commission of India in
Islamabad after the announcement of
unilateral measure easing issuance of visas to
Pakistani nation;ils.
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(b) Government are not aware of any
specific steps taken by Pakistan regarding its
visa policy for Indian nationals.

(¢) The number of Indians who visited
Pakistan in 1997 is not known as Pakistan
High Commission in New Delhi does not
provide any information regarding visas
issued to Indian nationals desirous of visiting
Pakistan. 97187 Pakistani nationals visited
India in 1997.
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Chinese Military Aid to Pakistan

3278. SHRI FRIDA TOPNO: Will the
PRIME MINISTER be pleased to state
the reaction of Government and the steps
taken to meet any threat from Pakistan
or from any other country in view of
Press reports that Pakistan Army Chief is
visiting China to seek enhanced supply of
conventional weapons and other military
aid from China to tide over the financial
crunch facing its forces and also that
Pakistan is reported to be soon receiving
a ship-load of special metals and
electronics used to make Chinese anti
tank missiles 'Bakhtar Shikan'?
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THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS
(SHRIMATI VASUNDHARA RAIJE):
Government is aware of press reports about a
planned visit by the Pakistan Army Chief to
China which has been deferred. Government
is fully aware of the long-standing defence
cooperation between China and Pakistan,
including supply of equipment, materials and
technology. Government has conveyed our
security concerns in this regard in our
bilateral discussions with various countries,
including with China.

The latest reports regarding supplies by
China of weapons and missile components to
Pakistan provide furher evidence
substantiating international concern regarding
clandestine external assistance to Pakistan's
nuclear weapons and missile programme.
Government remains fully committed to
taking all necessary steps to effectively
safeguard India security and national interests
in accordance with its own threat perceptions.
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Shipment of Nuclear Material to Pakistan

3280. SHRI KRISHNA KUMAR BIRLA:
Will the PRIME MINISTER be pleased to
state:

(a) whether Government's  attention
has been drawn to the news-item
appearing in the Indian Express, dated
S5th June, 1998 regarding fresh shipment
of nuclear material to Pakistan by China;
and

(b) if so, what is Government's
reaction with regard thereto in the
context of recent political developments
in the sub-continent in the wake of
nuclear tests both by India and Pakistani?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS
(SHRIMATI VASUNDHARA RAIJE):

(a) and (b) Yes, Sir. The latest reports
regarding supplies by China of weapons

and missile components to. pakistan
provide  further evidence  substitating
international concern regarding

clandestine external assistance to Pakistan's
nuclear weapons and missile programme.
Government remains fully committed to
taking all necessary steps to effectively
safeguard India's security and



