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Production of Rice in Maharashtra 

3258. MISS SAROJ KHAPARDE: Will the 

PRIME MINISTER be pleased to state: 

(a) the production of rice in 

Maharashtra during the last three years, 

year-wise; 

(b) whether it is a fact that rice 

production in the State is stagnant and is 

around 20 to 25 lakh tonnes every year; 

(c) if so, the reasons therefor; and 

(d) the steps Government propose to take to 

increase production of rice in the State, 

particularly the coarse variey which is popular 

in rural areas? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 

MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE (SHRI 

SOMPAL): (a) The estimated production of 

rice in Maharashtra during 1995-96, 1996-97 

and 1997-98 is 25.63 lakh tonnes, 26.14 lakh 

tonnes and 24.24 lakh tonnes respectively. 

(b) No, Sir. The average annual 

production of rice in the State has 

increased from 18.82 lakh tonnes in the 

trienium ending 1987-88 to 24.67 lakh 

tonnes in the trienium ending 1997-98. 

(c) Question does not arise. 

(d) In order to further increase the 

production and productivity of cereal 

crops including rice a Centrally 

Sponsored Integrated Cereal 

Development Programme in Coarse 

Cereals Based Cropping Systems Areas 

(ICDP-Coarse Cereals) is being 

implemented in the State of Maharashtra. 

Under the above programme, incentives 

arc being provided to the farmers on the 

use of certified seeds, improved farm 

implements, sprinkler irrigation sets so as 

to motivate them to adopt the improved 

crop production technology. Besides, 

field demonstrations and farmers 

trainings arc also being organised for the 

effective transfer of technology. 

New Agricultural Institutes in the North-

Eastcrn States 

3259. SHRI W. ANGOU SINGH: Will the 

PRIME MINISTER be pleased to state: 

(a) whether there is any plan for opening 

new ICAR Institutes/NRCS/ PDS in the 

North-Eastern States during the Ninth Five 

Year Plan; 

(b) if so, the locations thereof, if not, the 

reasons therefor; and 

(c) whether the existing Mao Potato Farm, 

Manipur, which has been functioning on 

regional basis, can be converted into Central 

Potato Research Institute? 


