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Payment of Salary to the Staff of Nagpur
Nutritional Monitoring Bureau

3425. SHRI A. VIAYA
RAGHAVAN: Will the Minister of
HEALTH AND FAMILY WELFARE
be pleased to state:

(a) whether representations have been
made by the Nagpur Nutritional
Monitoring Bureau staff that they have
not received salary for months of April-
May, 1998 and that National Institute of
Nutrition, Hyderabad which is to send D/
D for the purpose has not yet sent the
D/D;

(b) whether non-payment of salary
regularly every month has become a
regular feature;

(c) the reasons for non-payment of
salary regularly; and

(d) by when, the payment for April
and May, 1998 is likely to be made?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE
MINISTRY OF HEALTH AND
FAMILY WELFARE (SHRI DALIT
EZHILMALAI): (a) Yes, Sir.

(b) No Sir.

(c) and (d) The Nagpur Nutritional
Monitoring Bureau is a temporary project
funded by the Indian Council of Medical
Research. Normally, the Council releases
funds to the Bureau in three instalments.
The first instalment for 1998-99 was
released on 15.5.98 and the payments for
April and May 1998 for salaries etc. have
already been released.
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Prevalence of Asthma Amang Children

3426. SHRI PREM CHAND GUPTA:
Will the Minister of HEALTH AND
FAMILY WELFARE be pleased to
state;

(a) whether it is a fact that the study

conducted by the cardio-respiratory
department of Patel Chest Institute
showed that 2.5 lakh children are

suffering from asthma and the prevalance
of the disease is 16-17 per cent;

(b} if so, action taken by Government
in this regard;

(c) whether the rate of respiratory
diseases in Delhi is 12 times more than
the national average;

(d) if so, the reasons therefor, and

steps taken by Government in this
regard; and
(e) if not, the reasons for the
slackness?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE
MINISTRY OF HEALTH AND
FAMILY WELFARE (SHRI DALIT

EZHILMALAI): (a) and (b) In a sample
survey conducted by the Vallabhbhai
Patel Chest Institute in nine randomly
selected Delhi schools it was inter-alia
found that the prevalence of asthma was
12%. The Indian Council of Medical
Research has reported that there is no
direct evidence to suggest that air
pollution by itself can be the cause of
asthma. Allergens like pollen, house-dust
and certain food articles can however,
trigger off asthma attacks.

(c) Data relating to morbidity from
asthma is not collected by any States in
the country or by the Registrar General
of India. Asthma is not a notifiable
disease.

(d) and (e¢) Apart from providing
health education and treatdient facilities
for the disease, the Government have
launched several measures to control
pollution including measures to limit
exhaust stroke from vehicles.



