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MR. .CHAIRMAN: Shri Solipeta
Ramachandra Reddy. You put a question
on Khajuraho only and nothing else.

SHRI SOLIPETA RAMACHANDRA
REDDY: Sir. there are several important
tourist places like Khajuraho...

MR. CHAIRMAN: No, no.
-.(Interruptions) Dr. Raja Ramanna.

} .

DR. RAJA RAMANNA: Sir, there
are so many important artistic places
which have been made pilgrimage
centres. 1 would like to suggest that
railway stations should not be located
anywhecre near these wonderful artistic
places because people come in large
numbers and spoil the whole area. But
Madhya Pradesh can have any number of
_ trains. I have got nothing to say on that
matter. But I know that Sanchi is going
to be spoiled. Badrinath has been spoilt.
‘Though trains do not go there, buses go
there.- And the bridge across the river
Ganga has spoilt the Gangotri. You make
it too casy for pilgrims to go there in
large numbers. They spoil the whole
place. This should be borne in mind
when the Minister takes a decision to put
a train to a historical place like
Khajuraho.
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many reasons.
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SHRI S§. VIDUTHALAI VIRUMBIL:
Mr. Chairman, Sir, from the statement of
answer it is clear that the demand of
phosphatic and potassic fe tilisers had
reduced or stagnated in the Eighth Plan
period. It shows that the nutrients of the
soil have been skewed. Sir, part (a) of
my question is: Does the (Government
have any plan to rectify this situation? If
so, what action has it taken so far and
what action is it going to take in future?

Sir, part(b) of my question is this. In
this Budget the Government has reduced
the budgetary support for urea by
Rs. 600 crores. It has been reduced from
Rs. 6600 crores to Rs. 6000 crores on the
assumption that the income would
increase by increasing the price of urea
by one rupee per kilogram. Subsequently,
the Government gave up that idea. As
they have given up that idea, 1 feel the
Government is going to lose Rs. 2,000
crores on that account. By reducing the
budgetary support by Rs. 600 crores, 1
think urea production will also be
affected. 1 want to know whether the
Government has got any plan—since they
have given up that idea-—so that the level
of urea production is maintained.

[RAJYA SABHA]

to Questions 12

SHRI SURJIT SINGH BARNALA:
Sir, the prices of phosphatic fertilisers
went up because in August, 1992 the
price control and movement control, both
were removed. As a result of that, the
prices of potassic fertilisers went up. But,
in the next year, in 199495 we had a
good production of phosphatic fertilisers
in the country and there was 37.3 percent
increase  in production of phosphatic
fertilisers. So far as potassic fertilisers are
concerned, we are importing it because
the material is not available in the
country. So, most of the time, we have to
import potassic fertilisers.

SHRI1 S. VIDUTHALAl VIRUMBL
Sir, 1 have a point. As a result of this
decontrol, the nutrients of soil were
skewed. They did not decontrol nitrogen
fertilisers, but decontrolled phosphatic
and potassic fertilisers. Due to that, there
was increase in the prices of these
fertilisers. The farmers were forced to
buy nitrogen fertilsiers. This led to
skewing of nutrients of soil. This situation
has to be rectified and they should be
told as to what quantity of fertilisers they
should use. What are the actions taken
by the Governraent in this regard? This is
the thrust of my question.

SHRI S§.S. BARNALA: Sir, the
Ministry of Agriculture is taking up this
matter. The farmers should be told what
fertiliser should be used in what quantity.
For this purpose, they have got extension
nrogrammes. The  universities have
extension programmes. Some of the
institutes have extension programmes to
inform the farmers about the proportion
of fertilisrs which should be used. So far
as urea is concerned, there is no dearth
of it in any part of the country. We are
almost becoming self-sufficient in urea
production.
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to encourage the fertiliser industry,
duty-free import of capital goods for
setting up new plants and giving export
benefits to indigenous supplier of capital
goods of fertlisers. Similarly, there is
duty-free import of fertiliser raw-material
and intermediaries. Reasonable return on
investment to entrepreneurs @nder the
Retention Price Scheme Subsidy. At
present, it is applicable to urea as well as
other fertilisers. That is why phosphatic
fertiliser production is increasing in the
country. We are making all these efforts.
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Upgradation of Rail Track

*543.  SHRI NARENDRA MOHAN:
Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be
pleased to State:

(a) whether the Railways are thinking
of rail track upgradation so that the
speed of selected trains could be
increased beyond the present limit of 130
kmph;

(b) if so, whether the Railways have
matching infrastructure to avoid any
mishaps or to take care after major
mishaps happen due to high speed trains;
and

{c) if so, the details thereof?

[RAJYA SABHA]

to Questions 16

THE MINISTER OF RAILWAYS
(SHRI NITISH KUMAR): (a) No, Sir.

(b) and (¢) Do not arise.
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“In view of the fact that the speed
of the trains in the country is much
lower compared to those of other
countries, measures are underway
to remove speed restrictions and
upgrade tracks.” It was said in the
Lok Sabha on Thursday that the
Railway Board has limited the
maximum speed of trains of the
Indian Railways to 120 to 130 kms.
per hour. The Minister of State for
Railways, Mr. Ram Naik stated it
in" his written reply.
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