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Bamak, a small glacier of about 6 sq. km.
has been studied under the Himalayan
Glaciology Programme during 1992-95.
The studies have indicated that the
glacier cnout is receding at an average
rate of about 17 metres per year. Recent
scientific reports have indicated that
glaciers in other parts of the world have
also shown similar receding trend.

(b) To minimisz the pollution of the
river Ganga and improve its water
quality, the scheme of Ganga Action Plan
covering 25 towns along the river was
started in 1985. This scheme is now
nearing completion. The second phase of
the Action Plan was started in 1995 to
cover the additional towns and the work
which could not be taken up in the first
plias#é. The scheme is targetted for
completion by 2001.
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Kerala Government’s request for more
sugar for Onam

4161. SHRI VAYALAR RAVI: Wil
the Minister of FOQOD AND CONSUM-
ER AFFAIRS be pleased to state:

(a) whether the Kerala Governmem
have requested for more allocation of
sugar for Onam festival; and

(b) if so, what steps have been taken to
meet the demand?
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THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF FOOD AND CONSUM-
ER AFFAIRS (SHRI SATYA PAL
SINGH YADAYV): (a) and (b) Yes. Sir.
The request of the Government of Kerala
is under examination.

Shortage of wheat, rice and sugar in PDS
Shops

4162. SHR1 PARAG CHALIHA: Will
the Minister of FOOD AND CONSUM.-
ER AFFAIRS be pleased to state:

(a) whether there is any shortage of
wheat, rice and sugar in the States as
reported by PDS shops;

(b) if so, the details thereof, State-
wise;

_(©) the total quantity of wheat, rice and
sugar supplied to different States for

distribution through PDS since July,
1997; and
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(d) the total shortage felthssessed and
the steps Government propose to ensure
timely availability of wheat, rice and
sugar to the fair price shops in the
country?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF FOOD AND CONSUM-
ER AFFAIRS (SHRI SATYA PAL
SINGH YADAYV): (a) No, Sir.

(b) Does not arise.

(c) The allocation of wheat, rice and
sugar to StatesUTs for distribution
through the Public Distribution System
(PDS) from July, 1997 to July, 1998 is
shown in the Statement (See below).

(d) As a step to ensure timely availabil-
ity of wheat, rice and sugar under PDS,
monthly allocation of these commodities
to the States/UTs is made by the Govern-
ment of India more than a month in
advance. The responsibility for distribu-
tion to consumers through the Fair Price
Shops rests with the StatesUTs.

Statement

Total Quantity of Wheat Rice and Sugar Supplied to Different States for Distribution
Through PDS From July 1997 to July 1998

(In 000 Tonnes)

States/UTs Wheat Rice Sugar
Andhra Pradesh 167.00 2482.10 377.13
Arunachal Pradesh 7.74 41.86 5.01
Assam 363.90 657.45 125.43
Bihar 824.46 549.64 485.21
Goa f 3583 83.29 6.77
Gujarat 716.00 342.00 233.53
Haryana 194.65 0.00 93.12
Himachal Pradesh 144.26 154.00 28.32
Jammu & Kashmir 339,70 442.05 48.71
Karnataka 265.00 1020.06 254.16
Kerala 429.92 1979.60 164,52
Madhya Pradesh 590.87 446.55 374.13
Maharashtra 1343.84 706.22 445.38
Manipur 30.15 116.50 10.87
Meghalaya 29.24 220.34 10.22
Mizoram 20.73 124.46 4.06
Nagaland 40.71 129.18 7.70
Orissa 299.00 658.52 178.94




