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Import of Wheat

4318. SHRI DILIP SINGH JUDEV: Will
the Minister of COMMERCE be pleased to
state:

(a) the quantity of wheat imported during
the current financial year, till date;

(b) the expenditure incurred on this so far;

(c) the names of the countries from where
the wheat has been imported;

(d) the total quantity of wheat demanded
by States including Tripura and Gujarat for
their monthly PDS; and

(e) whether it is a fact that there is acute
shortage of wheat in the country?

THE MINISTER OF COMMERCE (SHRI
RAMAKRISHNA HEGDE): (a) to (c) STC
contracted for purchase of 15 lakh tonnes of
wheat on Government account from Australia
on FOB basis @ US $ 142.50 per tonne during
1998-99.

(d) The Deptt. of Food & Civil Supplies
havé intimated that under Targeted Public
Distribution System which was launched from
June, 1997, the monthly quota of wheat and
rice to all States/UTs (Union Territories) has
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been fixed, so as to provide foodgrains to the
population living below the poverty line @ 10
Kg. per family per month at specially
subsidised rates. The Deptt. of Food & Civil
Supplies have also intimated that Transitory
allocation of foodgrains for population above
the poverty line is also being made which has
been fixed on the basis of past lifting of
foodgrains in States/UTs.

(e) No, Sir. The Deptt. of Food & Civil
Supplies have intimated that the production of
wheat in 1997-98 is estimated at 66.38 million
tonnes as against 69.27 million tonnes in 1996-
97 and 62.10 million tonnes in 1995-96,
Moreover, the stock of wheat in the Central
Pool as on 1st July, 1998 is 164.76 lakh tonnes
against a buffer form of 131 lakh tonnes.
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Impact of reduction in import tariff on
domestic industry

4320. SHRI J. CHITHARANJAN: Will the
Minister of INDUSTRY be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government are aware of the
negative impact of the steep reduction in
import tariff on project imports and finished
products on the domestic industry;



