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buoyancy of State revenues. The Committee
has submitted its report to the Government and
further necessary action has already been
nitiated,
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Performance of SAIL

4399. SHRI GURUDAS DASGUPTA:
SHRI GAYA SINGH:

Will the Minister of STEEL AND MINES
be pleased to state,

(a) whether SAIL's performance during
1996-97 and 1997-98, shows continupus
downslide in profitability;

(b) if so, how does it compare with the
performance of other major steel plants in the
country;

(c) whether Government have conducted
any study to understand the réasons behind the
downslide of the public sector Navaratna; and

(d) whether lack of leadership and
directions are among the many causes?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF STEEL AND MINES (SHRI
RAMESH BAIS):(a) and (b) The profits of
Steel Authority of India Limited (SAIL) have
decreased during 1996-97 and 1997-98. In the
other major Integrated Steel Plants, viz.,
Rashtriya Ispat Nigam Ltd. (RINL) and Tata
Iron & Steel Company (TISCO), RINL has
registered an increase in losses and TISCO has



