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Share of fertiliser and 

coal sector in PSUs losses 

4325. SHRI SOLIPETA RAMA- 

CHANDRA REDDY:  

                DR. Y. LAKSHMl PRASAD: 

Will the Minister of INDUSTRY be pleased 
to state: 

(a) whether fertiliser and coal sectors of 

PSUs account for lion's share of loss to the 

exchequer; 

(b) if so, their performance in 1996-97 and 
1997-98; and 

(c) the efforts envisaged to make them 

viable units? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 

MINISTRY OF INDUSTRY (SHRI SUKHBIR 

SINGH BADAL): (a) and (b) No, Sir. The coal 

and Lignite Sector has earned net profit of Rs. 

1314 crores during 1996-97, the period for 

which information is available. However, the 

Fertilizer sector has incurred a loss of Rs. 978 

crore during the said year. 

(c) Enterprise specific measures are taken 

by the Government for rehabilitation of the sick 

and loss making units. The sick industrial PSUs 

are referred to the Board for Industrial and 

Financial Reconstruction (BIFR) for 

formulation of rehabilitation package. For loss 

making CPSUs, the administrative Ministry in 

consultation with the PSU management has 

evolved options like capital restructuring and 

technological upgradation. 

Patenting inventions and innovations of 

Indian scientists 

4326. SHRI SOLIPETA RAMA- 

CHANDRA REDDY:  

SHRI YERRA NARAYANA-

SWAMY: 

Will the Minister of INDUSTRY be 

pleased to state the steps taken to cut delays in 

patenting inventions and innovations of Indian 

scientists? 

THE MINISTER OT INDUSTRY (SHRI 

SIKANDER BAKHT): The Government has 

been taking steps to reduce delays by 

attempting to modernise the patents system in 

rhe country. Steps are underway to modernise 

and strengthen the patent office 


