347 Wrirten Answers
Non Payment of dues by JCI

111. SHRI DIPANKER MUKHER-
JEE: Will the Minister of TEXTILES be
pleased to state:

(a) whether Government’s attention
has been drawn to the news item cap-
tioned “JCI throttled by Maximum Sup-
port Price obligations non-payment of
dues” which appeared in ‘Economic
Times® dated the 30th March, 1998;

(b) if so, what is Government’s reac-
tion thereto; and

(¢) the action plan of Government’s to
strengthen JCI?

THE MINISTER OF TEXTILES
(SHRI KASHIRAM RANA): (a) and
(b) Yes Sir, JCI had never faced any
fund constraint for conducting Price Sup-
port Operations during 1997-98. The
Govt. provided adequate funds right from
the beginning of the season and the
corporation could commence operations
from end July, 1997. The Gowt. provided
an amount of Rs. 26 crs. to JCI for

procurement under Price Support Opera-

tion and arranged for payment of
Rs. 7.00 crores on NJMC account against
delivery of jute by JCI to NIMC in
addition to providing Bank Guarantee for
Rs. 33.00 crores. Due to adequate funds
support, the Corporation could procure
9.85 lakh bales under price support oper-
ations and arrested the declining trend in
prices.

(¢) To strengthen the operational effi-
ciency of the JCI the Govt. has advised
the Corporation to reduce its manpower
by 25% and to close down unviable
purchase centres to bring down the over-
head cost of the Corporation.
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