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THE MINISTER OF TEXTILES
(SHRI KASHIRAM RANA): (a) and
(b) Yes Sir, India has given notice for its
withdrawal from Interpational Jute Or-
ganisation (I1JO), in April, 1998,

The step was taken as no consensus
could be reached amongst 1JO members
for election of Indian candidate for the
post of Executive Director, 1JO, follow-
ing pressure from the importing countries
to get their candidate elected to the post.
Moreover, it was felt that 1JO has of late
failed to live up to its main objectives and
India as a major jute growing country
stands to gain more from its own diver-
sification and R&D Programme than
from 1JO.

Common Facility Centres for Handicrafts
in Vidarbha

117. MISS SAROJ KHAPARDE: Will
the Minister of TEXTILES be pleased to
state:

(a) whether Government have sct up
Common Facility Centres with modcrn
machinery and equipments to tap the vast
potential of handicrafts in the Vidarbha
region of Maharashtra;

(b) if so, the details thereof; and

(c) if not, whether Government prop-
ose to set up such Common Facility
Centres to promote handicrafis in Vid-
arbha region in the near future?

THE MINISTER OF TEXTILES
(SHRI KASHIRAM RANA): (a) No,
Sir.

(b) Does not arise.

(c) Presently, there is no proposal
under consideration of the Government
to set up such Common Facility Centre in
Vidarbha region in the ncar future.

Revival of the National Textiles Corpora-
tion

118. SHRI GURUDAS DAS GUP-
TA: Will the Minister of TEXTILES be
pleased to state:

(a) whether Government have drawn
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up any plan for the revival of the Nation-
al Textiles Corporation;

(b) if so, the details thereof; and
(c) if not, the reasons therefor?

THE MINISTER OF TEXTILES
(SHRI KASHIRAM RANA): (a) to (c)
On the basis of a unit-wise viability study
made by NTC Government is considering
a revised turn around strategy for the
viable mills of NTC, keeping in view the
BIFR norm of the net worth of these
mills turning positive, within the period
prescribed by BIFR.
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