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the scheme are yet to be firmed up. Main
features of the scheme are as follows:
The Bonds will carry a maturity of
5 years and will be denominated in
US Dollar, Pound Sterling and
Deutche Mark. The Interest Rate is
7.75% p.a. for US Dollar denomi-
nated bonds, 8.00% for Pound
Sterling denominated Bonds and
6.25% for Deutche Mark denomi-
nated Bonds. Principal and interest
will be paid in foreign currency to
non-resident holders. Certain Tax
benefits will be available from in-
come tax; wealth tax and gift tax.
Premature encashment will be
allowed only in non-repatriable
rupees after a minimum period of 6
months. Rupee Loans would be
available to holders and third par-
ties against collateral of the Bonds.
The funds raised through the bonds
will be used mainly for the develop-
ment of the infrastructure sector.
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Poor Quality of Internet Services

*595. DR. Y. LAKSHMI PRASAD:
Will the Minister of COMMUNICA-
TIONS be pleased to state:

(a) whether there are frequent com-
plaints from the public about poor quality
of Internet services being provided by
VSNL in Hyderabad; and

(b) if so, the steps taken to improve
the services?

THE MINISTER OF COMMUNICA-
TIONS (SHRIMATI SUSHMA
SWARAJ): (a) and (b) No, Sir. Internet
Services at Hyderabad are not provided
by VSNL.
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