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THE    MINISTER    OF    SURFACE 
TRANSPORT (SHRI T.G. 
VENKATRAMAN): The hon. Member has 
asked about the resolution. The Cabinet had 
taken it up several times. It is being postponed 
because they say that 

it is connected with petrol hike. I have not 
disposed it of. As soon as that is decided, 
they are going to allocate money for this. 
That is the promise that has been given to 
me. That assurance has been given. I am 
waiting. 

PROF. VIJAY KUMAR 
MALHOTRA (Delhi): Are you going to 
hike petrol prices? 

SHRI T.G. VENKATRAMAN: They 
say that it is interconnected. The assurance 
has been given. It is interconnected with 
the hike. At that point of time, it will be 
done. 
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RE. PROPOSAL TO DEMOLISH 

INDIA GATE CANOPY 

SHRI K.R. MALKANI (DELHI): Mr. 
Vice-Chairman, I rise to raise the issue of 
the canopy at India Gate. Originally, the 
statue of King George V used to adorn that 
canopiy. More than 40 years ago, a patriotic 
young man went to India Gate, he took a 
ladder with him, waded through water and 
hammered away the poor nose of King 
George V. Until then the Government did 
not have the sense to politely, courteously 
and with dignity remove that statue. This 
work was done by a patriotic young man. 
But to this day the Government has not 
been able to decide as to what to do with 
that canopy and whose statue should be put 
up there. 

I am reminded of Indonesia. In front of 
the Mcrdeka Palace, the President's Palace 
in Jakarta, there was a large space and one 
of the first things that President Sukarno 
did was to put up a huge statue of Sri Ram 
with bow and arrow, pulling at the string. 
More tiian 90 per cent of 
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Indonesia's population consists of 
Muslims. But they look upon Sri Rama as 
a great hero. I will not suggest that we 
should put up statues of Sri Rama or 
krishna dr Shivaji or Rana Pratap or Guru 
Gobind Singh or Swami Vivckananda here 
because in the thinking of our pseudo secular 
friends this would amount to being 
"communal". But I am shocked to find that 
this secular Government has not been able 
to instal even the statue of Mahatma 
Gandhi under the canopy. 

The arguments for not doing so are two. 
They say that the canopy is royal. Canopy is 
a canopy. Chattri is a Chattri. What is royal 
about it? There was a time before 
independence when canopies as well as 
monuments, including the Parliament 
House, the Rashtrapati Bhavan, all were 
topped with a crown. This crown was 
removed after independence and replaced 
by the lion capital symbol. So, there is no 
question of this canopy beign 'royal'. In any 
case, as far as possible, even statue should 
have a protective Chhatri and even a 
protective pool of water or grill. 

There are other people who say that 
Bapu was a poor man's representative, how 
can he be put up under a ground canopy? 
This is not convincing. They say, if 
Gandhiji's statue is installed there, the canopy 
should be removed. Nobody should tamper 
with the canopy or any other piece of art and 
architecture. It was beautifully put up by 
Lutyens, a great man and we salute him. He 
planned and built new Delhi. He was a great 
architect and nobody should tamper with 
the canopy. It would be appropriate if 
Mahatma Gandhi's statue is installed there 
without further delay. In our childhood 
days, we used to sing in the prabhat pheris. 

3.00 P.M. 
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We are in a position to install that noble 
Langotiwala in that royal place. Why    
should   we    hesitate?    I    would 

earnestly urge upon the Government to announce 
that a statue of Mahatma Gandhi will be installed 
under the Ctutri in that particular place and I 
would beg of them that this announcement should 
come before the 15th of August, !997. Thank you 
very much. 

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI SANATAN 
BISI): Now we will take up the Special Mentions. 

SPECIAL MENTIONS              Pitiable 

Condition of Khadi Gramodyog 

,� ������ <=��� (��=,0��) : :���T�n =�, �> 
��� 
	  ��T�� �	  ��� m��!(!� 
� =! ��8��� /,0�� 
ह#, :� 
� 
� D ��@� ? 
	  ����	 ),��� 
��� ��ह�� 
ह�% 7  

�ह!��, =#�� �
 ह� =���	 ह>  ��� m��!�!� 
	 �" 
m��1 �� �!=��� :"E( 
���	 ��"� :(!� �ह� ह# 7 '� 

	  �D	 
� D R��ह���
  ����
� ह#, :� 
	  �D	 
� D 
�%,
�� ह#, '� 
	  �D	 
� D ��%,
� ��
 ����� ह# 7 �ह�K�� 
��%(� =� �	  ��� m��!�!�  
! *
 )
�� �	 m���� "!�1 

	  ,�� 
! :]��	 
	  ��0-��0 �������� 
� �����, 
,��	<� 
� ����� +� :� 
	  �%�� ,��%@�� 
� ����� 
=�m� 
��	 
	  :�	H� �	  ��� ,��%@�� 
� ����� =�m� 

��	 
	  :�	H� �	  ��� 
� 
��8 ?�%� �
�� 0� +� 
?= '�  ��� m��!(!� �	 "��� 61 "�  "!�1 
! 
�!=��� ���� ह�? ह# =!�
 “�! )��BC, �! "��” 
	  
�	��� � 
�� 
��� ह# 7 �ह!��,  ��� 
	  m��!�!� 
	  
�"* *
 �ह�� ?�H�
 �,�� �� ��� ह# :� m����1 
	  
=��� �!=��� �"��	 
	  �"* "	�
� �D"	 
� D �Lt �	 
R�� ����� �
�� =� �ह� ह# �
 =� �	 :����
�� 
� 
���� ?9 ह#, =� �	 z"!�"�'=	<� ह�? ह# �� �	 �� 	̂ 
R�� "��	 "�� ह# �
  ��� m��!�!� �� '� :����
�� 

� ���� 
� �<
�� ह! ��� ह# 7  

�ह!��, �K�%� ?H��8 
� ��� ह# �
 ?= ह� �Y	 
�F�� +� <�� �	 �	< 
� ?=��� 
� ,��8 =�%�� ����	 
=� �ह	 ह#, "	�
� ह���	 �ह�� �	��N% �	 �=� �����N% 
! 
���	 
	  �"* ���� 
� ?=��� 
� �����N% 
! ���	 

	  �"* =��� 
	  ��"��� +� =��� 
! :K��8 
��	 
	  
�"* ह�� )�	�� ��, :� �K�1 
! ह� ��"� �	�� ��ह�	 ह> 
+� :� ���1 
!  

 


