217 Re: Tragic Death of Haj
Pilgrims in a Fire

kkpearnestly and forcefully through this
House to the hon. Prime Minister and
the Government of India that Haryana
has been starving of canal water for the
last fifteen years. The SYL Canal has
not yet been completed. More than five
hundred crores of rupees have been
spent on the canal. It is already being
damaged because there is no water
running in the canal which is of
bricklime. Sir, Haryana being a very
small State doesn’t have the political
clout that Punjab has. Haryana is one
State in the country that hasn’t had
Capital of its own in the last 30 years. It
did not have its High Court, Madam.
How can it be a full-fledged State with
non-existence of its own Capital? The
absence of Capital has deprived the
people of Haryana of progress in
culture, education and science and
technology. There is no national-level
institute located in the territory of
Haryana. There is no big city and
growth centre where culture, science and
technology and education can flourish
and spread to remote villages. It can
enable Haryana to join the national
mainstrecam. It has completely been
deprived of all these privileges.
Therefore, ¥ would urge upon the hon.
Prime Minister...

Iuawgfa: o7 WU Yem ¥ Sfew it s
¥ S A wd@if B 9w 14 S e ok
gu @ S ¥

SHRI S.§. SURJEWALA: 1 would
only like to appeal and urge upon
thehon. Prime  Minister, as we have
great faith in his wisdom and his
capability, that he should at least take
up these issues and resolve these inter-
State issucs amicably. We don’t want to
fight with our brothers in the State of
Punjab as they werc ecarlicr a part of
ours. Madam, in the end, through this
House, T want to emphasise that doubts
of Haryana should be cleared and all
outstanding matters between Punjab and
Haryana should also be resolved. Thank
you.
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Re: Tragic Death of Haj Pilgrims in a
Fire Accident Near MECCA

SHRI K.R. MALKANI (Delhi):
Madam Chairperson, on the 15th of
April, a titanic tragedy hit the pilgrims
to Mecca. In a devastating fire, hundreds
of people burnt alive, hundreds more
have been scriously injured, still more
hundreds are missing, presumed dead. It
is very sad. It is good to note that the
Government has  announced some
compensation to the next of kin. It is
also a matter of satisfaction that the
Government has promised free medical
aid to all the injured. However, the way
the Government of India has handled
this tragedy leaves something to be
desired.

We have a Consul General in Jeddah.
Mr. Afzal Amanullah, an TAS officer, is
our Consul General, the man on the
spot. He said that in camp number 59,
two doors were locked. He also said that
what hurt the most is that all of them
could have been saved if those doors
had not been locked. We here don't
know whether the doors were Jocked or
not. But, here is a responsible officer of
the Government of India making a
statement. It is quite possible that the
door-keepers locked the doors because
they feared that there might be a
stampede in other camps. That is quite
possible. And they might have been
right. But, the way the Government has
handled that statement is very dubious.
Immediately after, the External Affairs
Ministry’s  spokesman  said, “After
carefully examining the matter relating
to the Mina fire, the Government has
concluded—it  has come to the
conclusion—*that the views expressed by
Mr. Amanullah appear to be derived
from information provided by a few of
the injured relating to the conduct of an
indivudual gate-keeper.” 1 can only say
this that this is singularly unfair to the
officer concerned. He was the only man
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Pilgrims in a Fire
on ihe spot. He was the senior-most man
on the spot and thec Government need
not have come to the conclusion so fast.
This statement was made by the
Government before an official delcgation
of thrce MPS and one ex-MP left for
S udi Arabia.

Madam, a fcw questions arise. 1
understand that every year the Saudi
Government prescribes a certain quota
for pilgrims from different countries. Is it
a fact that India has been routincly
violating this quota figure? T would like
to know what was-the quota for this year,
last year, the year before. This year,
more than 80,000 pilgrims, perhaps
something close to onc lakh of pilgrims
went there. Government should explain
to the country why it violates this quota
and how many pecaple were sent over and
above the quots. Question number two:
Three hundred doctors had been sent to
look after pilgrims. Is it a fact that thcy
themselves were busy performing Haj and
that they did not bother much about the
pilgrirms? It is alleged that they were
negligent.

Question number three: Originally the
pilgrims went on their own but in the
50's, the Government started sending
goodwill missions, goodwill delegations.
In the beginning it used to consist of
thrce members. Now it consists of more
than a hundred pcople! When a hundred
VIPs from India alone land on the head
of the Saudi Arabian Government onc
can imaginc the confusion. these MPs are
given frec tickets, frec lodging and
boarding in 5 star hotels and free cars.
The Police have to take carc of them
Correspondingly they take less carc of
other things. The Government should
consider whether it can discontinuc this
practice.

Quastion number four: Pilgrims from
most of the countries, excepting India,
Pakistan and Bangladesh, are
comparatively young, middle-aged. Is it
true that in the casc of India morc than
90% of the pilgrims are more than 65
vears of age? People of this age cannot
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face this kind of trauma, the heat, the
cold, the rush and the rest of it.

There has been an allegation by some
Hajis. I hope the allegation is wrong.
They have said that they were treated as
dirt, third class citizens. I hope it is not
true. The Government should dispel this
doubt.

A Minister of State from Karnataka,
Roshan Baig Minister of State for Home
and Wagf, has made a very irresponsible
statement. It appeared in The Hindu of
26th April. This man has said that there
was sabotaged by Saudi authorities. It is
scandalous for a Minister of India to
allege like this against a foreign
Government without any proof. I am
sorry to find that he belongs to the same
party, the JD the main component of this
Government. I hope they take note of
this thing and take this man to task.

An official delegation of three MPs and
onc ex-MP went there. The Prime
Minister had announced that they were
going on a fact-finding mission. When
they reached there, the Saudis were very
unhappy. They said, “who are you to
come and inquire here in our country?”
So, the delegation promptly said, “We
have not come to find facts. We have
come to bring relief.” What relief these
three MPs and an ex-MP had taken to
Saudi Arabia, I do not know. If anything,
they must have been a strain on the
authorities and on the relief-providing
agencies. They have suggested that firc-
proof tents should be used. Obviously, it
is for the experts and for the Saudi
Government to decide what type of tents
are to be used. Fire-proof tents would be
synthetic, they would be non-
biodegradable; and that could contribute
to pollution. It is for the experts and the
Saudi Government to decide what has to
be done in this respect.

JrEafa: wEEA St oeie am ¥ g
TR WA &

SHRI K.R. MALKANTI: It is‘a very
important subject. Actually we should
have a full discussion.
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THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Could
you be slightly bricf?

SHRI K.R. MALKANTI: I will be quite
bricf. This commitiee reported 1o the
Government  of India and I quote:
“Alleged lock-in did not impede an
escape process.” They were not there,
how did they know? How do we belicve
these MPs who went there ten days after
the cvent and not belicve the man the
officer who was on the spot? They are
mix politics with pilgrimage. [ quote: “In
view of the best bilateral relationship
with Saudi Arabia...” I am very happy to
hear that you have best bilateral
relationship with Saudi Arabia.” It is
always desirable to avoid making such
statements.” 1 would only submit that we
should have the best of relations with all
countrics, Saudi Arabia included, but
facts arc sacred. If somcthing has gone
wrong, wec  should not be afraid to
mention it

There is a report that Government is
thinking of sctting up of a public sector
undertaking to handle Haj pilgrimage. 1
would like to know whether this report is
correet. Tt has appearcd in the Telegrph
of April, 27. | would also like to know
whether it is really the job of the
Government to organise this kind of a
business.

In conclusion, 1 would like to submit to
this House that two or three ycars, back
the Public Accounts Committce which
has rcpresentatives from all important
partics in both the Houses had made a
certain recommendation on the financing
of the Haj pilgrimage. We would like to
know the thinking of the Government
and what it would like to say in the
matter. Thank you very much.

SHRI JOHN F. FGERNANDES
(GOA): Madam, the Government should
have come with a siuo moru statement on
this issue...... (Interruptions)... Instead of
this matter being raised during the Zero
Hour, the Government should come
with a suo motu statement,
~(AInterruprions)...We have been mecting
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herc  for  the last  four  days.
..{Interruptions).... The Government s
sleeping. ...(Interruptions)... There has
been no statement from the Government
on this issue. I hope the Government will
come before the House with a proper suo
motu statement. ...(Interruptionsj...

SHRI GURUDAS DAS GUPTA
(West Bengal): Madam, I would like to
suggest... (Interruptionsj. ..

THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: | have
some names before me. ...[nterruptions)..
The permission has been given by the
hon. Chairman and 1 would like to
request the Members to be as brief as
psssible because nobody can condone the
tragedy. We can only be in anguish.
...{Interruptions)...Let me  complete.
...(Interruptions).. Mr.  Gurudas  Das
Gupta, is it proper for you to interrupt
when  the chair is saying something?
...(Interruptions)... Let me
finish...(Interruptions)... What is the
propricty in it? ...({nterruptions)...1 never
interrupt when you are spcaking and
even making long speeches. What 1 am
saying is that 1 cannot ask the
Government to react until and unless the
Members whose names are there have
their say in the matter.
...(Interruptions)...1f your name had been
there, you would not have said like this.
{Interruptions)... HEW TFH A9

dgr ¥4 ¥ SR

Igawmafy: O 989§ §ifed )

oft dgumz 39 WA (S 9Y): UeH
FArTEE, 9eeh aR 30 Wi 1 B 38 feefEd
o Afrw B oo, s 6 Al # o3 W
S &1 A e R, e o s i

AR Fat 3 W At 2 e S
3, 3o oER uE ¥ whed X o fra R
3 39 T f A W T AR ¥ o wEn
W g & aom g we S AeEE B
T8 B9 98 o TREm W WA ¥ R oo el
TEL F T W SN TE W oS A ey
i 3w o7 oot ¥ 9 SRy o R
afE ¥ g a W F O F T
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§ T AR W o gEt @l § wwew ¥

fen # s =M . (SwEE)

st Twirerer arEE: (IR wREn) dew R
ot ffex el 7 21 W wm Wiaw A
21 . (M)

SHR] GURU DAS GUPTA: Madam,
we arc discussing a very scrious
issue...(Interruptions)... No cabinet
Minister is present ...(Interruptions)...
Madam, 1 would like your dircction in
this regard. ...(Imterruptions)...

SHRIMATI MARGARET ALVA
(Karnataka): when we were on that side
of the House, they never allowed us to
proceed if. any Cabinet Minister had not

been there. ...(Interruptions)...Now no
cabinct Minister is there.
...(Interruptions)...

SHR!I GURUDAS DAS GUPTA:
Madam, it is not a question of ‘we’ and
‘they...(Interruptions)... 1t is a question
of the dignity of the House.
...(Interruptions)... The Goversiment
should be attentive to its parliamentry
duties. ...(Interruptions}...

SHRIMATI MARGARET ALVA: let
us adjourn thc House.(Interruptions)...

SHRI NARENDRA MOHAN (Uttar
Pradesh): I cndorse the views expressed
by the hon. Mcmbers. (Interruptions)...

THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: [ know
there have been instances.
(Interrupiions).. .But, till the Cabinet
Minister comes. 1 think, we should
continuc with the Minister of State.
(Interruptions).. . Mr. Khalap is here who
is a Minister with an independent
charge.  ..(lnterruptions).. He is the
Minister of Law and Justice. At lcast, he
will do justice to the views cxpressed in
this House. (Interruptions)...

SHRI NARENDRA MOHAN:
Madam, it is a very important issue. The
Minister with whose Ministry this natter
is concerned should be present here.
{Interruprions)...
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THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: It is
concerned with the Ministry of External
Affairs. (Interruptions)...

st dgmE aem @M wEE sEt ag
A W SEER T A wEW FRGs g i
= T gan 3 T TE F TR & emEw
& e wE el W sl O afd & e
T B, A A9 woRd agEE W i
TEd ¥ 3 I% o T | 9 ) 3q ume
W R w o dofler 7 O, W ¥ @R &
am & W e d T F A g, 98 e
FiR wyea s srwEeTE §1 T B oy
WA aed A W ¥ A W g wA
3w i R v sitfvm S sl
wond W oged FAWN, HREN WOT | AR
WER G & & A &g, § we T8 s
ff g@ER e A, TR o T @ @
el |

W
=
B

N WEA T W A WEHR A W
St | ST ge v @ fF @ wm wd o=
w78 @ wR wedl @ fwAl @
welg & ok F we whedle o IR sTgATEl
H wlsl ¥ dw A fye Al R vy s
¥qgg T gw AW o—Fad qum w3 N
o ok frd = Am R @ F JEESh W @
q—37 =n Gnd § G ond ¥ € fafrx
I 7t qEmEE = T T R W TR 3w
¥ R el o feed 6 R oww ¥ o
fafrex wed 3 o foom wir 9 e alk
o W e o @m Al @ e sk
T OFA Y WA aUW o T wgd @
e Ul R ST v e gy T F R A
@, W I F 9N F T eE g
e B 5 9ed 9 fe R oW W |
o I R F A W IR IR T e
o Rl et B fraa o) 39 A 3 @
i By ok Whw & W) W YR & % 8%
= ouE NiEe det 9§ MY A 3w SN
Tl & o Tl B £ a o sk &
T e ¥ o T o W, nis A T
B W, Aol @ awa Y9 R BN Tl @
fred s, wiodl /98 e & O ¥ 3w
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N TR wER A 9 B 8 T e &
s ow wn oifam u, TR weE w o e
Fese il IO I I T A I E DG
g @t fom o\ 70 ¥ 80 wM W #
170 @ O 328 F oed W g } 1 R
2 4 o% TRl & o Tt Y # gm vl A
o s @ 80 w9 A @ T | W aWEE
¥ fem 2 o B0 aw srwmaet @ S
Frell 3 qorm aren @ @ R W @ fE 2
YA D F vl fgs ey o w6 §)
§q8 = wis ofge 9f fFe S T
e & Wi ofge 98 ¥ e ug S
- =few fF 70 @ S 80 R WA g @
B we oo | o ) fegem 3 @A e
3 WHeA, %5 opeq W ¥ R o 9 W8
6 amen e o ffgn B ¥ o wem R0 SR
it Fr f o Faws = w8 = i A
fer s | A @EEA # 9 Aem @ T R
I @M W M § SN T TR TES F
foam 2, m = forn } S & e 9 ol
% foftm ¥ 3% 9 & Tl gpma W w9 0
A R g4 fofim & @ 7@ Al w5 S
e W %1 TWE ST B A 9O, Teeh
an R W oW § w wfasm e oo &
foa ol o @ 3 W WA W ats d
ATEH SARY AW MU | 9gS A 50 TSR T
P ) vk 9 OF o A el
3 3 @M WU F v § Y @ W T
Rar @GR @ 3R S R R T
afF v R el wed swe S ¥ A A
fortierdt @t ol R wied e #l, oW # W
3T 3 I AW A A R g A I %
¥ ot wEdm I R oW ) g
feafrfirrem 7 frn o1 e 1 3R W3 oW
& e frgeEr et & ged H W men @
I 99 # Fia of 98 B o el W
& WA O IER IH A SwE 2l g e
R wEFR A weN wed o 4 a8 ik i
FH w T gy dw A R F D g %
oW A g % 9N deeEd W e
aafan, g 1 Aol §, I Ao Y
afge it 3y dreopea W AfE e ww
we 7H 3w o Fe AR e A fagea
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{9 S il @ Ak T ol ¥ @
afi 3T el aEm gl § S Tl g I
fSft 3 fewnte 9 dga Reea fra a® A
Bl | T a% AER St AR | SR R IW g
= FEW o W T o I RN
i T Wl W A RENE AW
Tt 3 o o @ @ IR gl @ anfi 3w
ard & g & o fR st et % 9R e
SR % fom e @ fufeet o = A U
9ea § A Rl 38 8w W Fwm A R
T AW F SEA N 3 SdE 9EN ¥ e
aT ¥ frn o A ok e @ g ¥ Ry
<t e ¥ 9% SONERA & SR o0 | §) W
frepe T *W @4 =f a1 W@ @ am
qgell a4 el off, 39 aw F W ven o
= an o o o 39 15 wiE ¥ el & aw
16 AE & 3R & d2@ N of am o o |
Ao BEA 9, 98 W W aw@ A w
st Gaam qa R T aTE @ e T @ g
TF § M gEA Tt T S § 9 ot =
it g o R g@m W wEA ) Afe 3 oE
oo S g R 9 A A S e w8l
¥ wF mede ORE Y FE f R T e W)
e @ B W e gy faege Wl e
AEd A A T WA T F G W W
o F Y g T e @ wwa R T W
A TS A, I T el e
A g W TR F fore TR B A, SR
AT AT R TR I F
fore e feqEm %1 g w9 A 2w W
W R T # 5 omder 9 we @ @ wEw I
a 3my?

aft ;AR Foond B fegEm &
sl & s Fa §) 97 ok Rgmm & o
w 7 afe gt P F T I SR |
TeE W B 14y & S s 66 g o
aCF R UE WG @ WA A uw s o, ofaA
w9 g8 2 % ¥ Iy TR W awd e A wt
% O 9 A A TRy A, O WA S A
F AR TR YR o19S Al ufEy) 39 |/
7 ¥ T W A S s 3, 98 AR
for wgw @ gy A9 2 o ae gufer of € ]
fr o a0 WY R @A E, U S s
TR, T ERA R B T AW AR
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gFes T ol ufey Br WA T wlwl @
= ¥ P ¥ fog ofud @ ot @ wEm
# TE Y 4 FF uew €= ¥ oW A
et W67 2 B R ahal # WER A WE
} R e # 9E @A § A S W AT 3\
g fam & @ ¥ 98 9 %W B, oW
aE fodlt s At gt % e TR, & TR
T foma AR agd 9 faard s
o A, S gE R 4o #ogTEe W W@ 8,
g€ g WU ¥ fAu oS wt qE 99 W
= ¥ wgd wE o aga wewm ¥m ¥ W
a9 ® Fem v gy gaw § e AR A
ad A A1 95 7@ oA =fe R PR §
Frat ol W 8 e fam oW ¥ s W
Frafirll 8 frgrera fe o ¥ & TR €1 =
# it aaR o Wit | ark B6 i
e @z & ot o 3 T Fu § 9F @
T TEY @ Tk W ofad aw g o

FRA T

FugTAfa: ST Tew, W @ end wga
aw

ot digme orem @r: few, siRal aw

FgN AEd 1 T I8 Wy o e RS
Tl T S wERW” ¥ AW W R
1 TS O W1 82 WE W WeE emn
afge & dae oo oee Wed 3 e
Tl @ W Sw ) g @ SR
Fa F T 0 5 FH-Y-FW ow & '
oot WRd @ 3§ erEd W A W M
T wR fR owe weE wE Y oama ek
e TH I@ FOTEEW 9W A W w®h &F
oy Fifs W T A wm ¥ W g, Soh
g0 8, W e R U e Rl @,
FE Roligd ot ? ol w gfE R &
I A wd R Hew REd 9 R
Mo W P, el g SR W W
F gameen 36 e | @ w9 |
f 9B FHd G N Ay Fw @ @
T T WA A Fwa R

YEEA Tee-Q-9eg 39 IR H wfed W
s SeR A Sl T, WY A anl
34 HEd F GEEH W FH FL| FEA-ag
i
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SHRIMATI MARGARET ~ALVA:
Madam, while 1 share the concern that
has been expressed by ail the Members,
1 do not want to repeat the points made
here. I share the concern of the familics
and condole the tragedy that has
occurred. 1 just want to bring to the
notice of the Government that I met this
morning a delegation of the
representatives  of Hajis who  have
returned from the Haj. They are
strangled because they have no booking
on trains to go back. Five hundred of
them are in Delhi at the headquarters of
Haj Committee. They have no
reservations. This 'has added to the
trauma, and probably they will be
waiting for another two months bccause
of the summer rush. So, I am, through
you, appealing to the Govcernment that
special  bogics  should be attached
immediatley without going through the
normal procedure. They are ready to
pay for it. They say they have money,
but they are not being allowed to board
the train. They are, therefore, in a
desperate situation. I would appceal to
the Government, even though I do know
who can respond, to take immediate
steps.

They have been appealing to  the
Railway Ministry to do something. They
arc stranded in the heat here. Most of
them are from Bihar, U.P, and Assam.
They have 1o go long distances. They
are pleading for special bogies to be
attached. They are even prepared to go
sitting,  provided they are given
accommodation. I would, therefore,
appcal to thc Government to please
respond to their need urgently and not
to keep them waiting.

W e § w Wl (st waue
wgre): den, R R waw, 39 o a9
T O 4 9% # ok 7w am & & wed
wil % fog &l e &9 (srau)

diemn  sageen wm e (W
RY): T AR Y Gk won =)
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ot 1 51D et Ll
F ot/ e 2T
JgEufy: W iR am D9 W G
3y 3

(st TN WEER): TR W Gud w0
L (EEE) L A A F dm €,
a7 frad ) wwa 8, A 3§ emgEn
% fou s o W3 ®E W e
Eofl

fimdl Wde e s00 @ gw end
et ® 33 ¥

Iq@amafa: 38 S g @ el d @, T
2 9 HA8 Fd B ool @ S ew w04
S EE R A ¥ A Al F fe SR g
oW T S ¥ @y Yok R 97 98 99k
F A D wIWi R IR 2w A Ol f wem
¥ea ¥ ool o9 W ¥ A=t ¥ e ¥
ol g9 FA9, 39 faofael § 3ud st 4ok @
dAImIE TR ED @A AW R
e A e A A Sl
HE WE W gy A R AR

ot waaer WERen S, S

srawmfa: fE S, od 3o ® T R e
e F fau om w@fae W O

oft Tifa=zmm i (Aw wRw): fgm, aE
At 3 Fe o e 30 H e g R D
dien feen =

Jugaafa: i @ difeu

oft Mg fird: Sumaef TR, W
% A & g i e g RRER A 2,
a8 wh weAqd W R e aR W R e
Th Ry S R D A R E
W e A WA F FRn qg e
g o A WA oW ¥ g @ W
I A g 3 I Fow e ofed @
g & wsd war-aE ® R g R 2}

W, fod 39 o ¥ T ¥ Am
gema e 9w @ 20 ¥ 1987 A

’[] Transliteration in Arabic Script.

[6 MAY, 1997]

Accident near MECCA 230

ot v whel 3 g ¥ o mEE o9
wE 3 A WA % S8 T W T 3HH
TF FO |

Frmeafa: TR g9 ANl @ R aeas 92

oft Wi firll: Ao, & fefven =@
Ll A I R G {

Iugumfa: 39 G f TagE 96 HR)
e vt # wew T &1 1 think T will
have to direct. Permission is given. Fine.
But as the chairperson, I have the right
to direct that a Member should not go
into issues that are not conneccted with
the subject-matter. What happened in
Saudi Arabia. We arc not responsible.
We are only talking about the Haj
tragedy in which some Indian pilgrims
died, apart from pilgrims from other
countrics, Please confine yourself to that.

SHRI GOVINDRAM MIRL: 1 am

talking about the responsjbility and
accountability of the central Haj
committee.

THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: vyou
may talk about that.

SHRI GOVINDRAM MIRI: And the
private agencics.
Iugunald: Am SfEe)

st Midgm firdl: diw 2, W R
T o, IR o 400 T & Al W T Ay

oft arclla Arft (men w2w): den, W R
AR H TR R N AP
7% sem Ofen it 98 & sga dufe R
2

oft Mifsrerm i@l & 21 @y S oA we
o 2, W e o 3 R, g fog B 3uy
FE Y qE N 15-16 9, 97 W wIA
7 %, 3ud 400 ¥ fum A srEng WY g
% Aol amar ¥ 1 ofiEE | W O @, @@
a f§ 3@l S 70-80 TR Y T [ A, ;W
st W % o o W fofn A fadeR
w4 ¥ A wn W, e i@ sm
wgal F o ol TR A A e @ g
¥ fou @8 R W 9 W W ¥ %GET 99
& & w T g ol sl ¥ W R
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E ¢ oW R & uffs e
v T AR AR yEgA W duf
e & wE i A e S, s W
FAE o e ¥ 3 R R M A ™
T ¥ W o A Gen IR qmad, den
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TF E FEAER = % W T km Q
s I=E@in wfife dea =, dA, SUGR
Al @Al I qan wE W oEeE
Frigm &= #1

Fae WA FE TR W I=mEE @ w
ofigm @ R1 T Wwe fm ¥ sT-em,
aapiad fedl § =, @i % T I
T NE T R I W R R W
1 g ) W ogd Fden fiwm? 2
ST F g 36 <@ 3 T 8 A e
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At R E v G ¢ e ge ol @
ST T IO @ & 5 g@ P g e
o wEFw &, AfFT TA W@ ¢ BF 9 gW TR
# gdleny aR-AR Bt ¥ A I woh AR 79
W 3T+ afs M @ RAT @
w9 wens @ g 3 7 S o
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SHRI O. RAJAGOPAL (Madhya
Pradesh): Thank you, Madam. I do not
want to add to whatever has already been
mentioned. A great tragedy has taken
place involving our fellow Indians who
had gone on a pilgrimage, and that such
a thing should have happened to these
pilgrims is really very tragic. We have all
expressed our condolences to the
bereaved. I have only one special aspect
to bring to the notice of the Government.

Mr. Abdul Ghafoor Maulvi, the Imam
of the Trivandrum Mosque, has, in an
interview published in The Hindu of 3rd
May, has stated that he was an eye-
witness to whatever had happened in
Mina. He blamed the lax attitude of the
Saudi administration in permitting the use
of volatile materials such as LPG
cylinders and kerosene stoves in the
densely populated expanse lcading to
Mecca. He also says that alternative
escape routes were closed and these
pilgrims were choked to death. Now, this
is one version. Of course, the
Parliamentary delegation that has been
sent there has given a different version,
though that is bascd on whatever they
could find after ten days. But this is what
the Maulvi has said on the basis of his
personal expericnce when he himself was
there. I don’t want to apportion blame
and ask whether it is because of the laxity
of the Saudi Government—I do not want
to go into that.

The simple problem is like this. When
some accident takes place or when a
natural calamity is there, naturally the
victims are compensated. I believe there
is a duty cast upon the Saudi
Government also to properly compensate
the kith and kin of the people who have
died and the pcople who have suffered
great injuries and will be suffering for
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years to come also. I do not know wiy’
the Government of India has not taken
up this issue with the Saudi Government.
If there is some difficulty on the part of
the Government of India—diplomatic or
otherwise; I do not know what the
reasons are—to stake a claim for
compensation directly, I would suggest
that the Government of India should
bring to the notice of the Government of
Saudi Arabia the fecling of the Members
of this House, representing the people,
that there is a duty cast upon the
Government to pay compensation in such
instances like in natural calamities,
accidents, etc.

1.00 P. M.

This was an accident in any case.
Thercfore, there is a duty cast. Our
brethren who had gone for the pilgrimage
are entitled to compensation, and they
should get proper compensation.

One friend was referring to the aspect
that we have been opposing any help or
special subsidy being given to the people
who are going for the Haj pilgrimage.
Our point is that if the Government is
giving help, it should give help equally to
all citizens. For example, if Hindus want
to go to Mansarovar or if our Christian
brathren want to go to Vatican, they
should be trecated equally. This is the
point. There is no question of criticising
one community alone. There is a sort of
misunderstanding on the part of our
friend who referred to it. I wanted to
make it clear.

Thank you very much.

THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Mr.
Reddy, on the matter of this tragedy
which occurred in the Haj pilgrimage,
suggestions have been made by Members.
There are some doubts in the mind of
Mcmbers. 1 have still three or four
names, but they cannot speak now. There
are some misgivings because some
ncwspapers have given reports attributing
to some Hajis and some others attributing

to our officials who were there like the
Consul General. The Members of this

House are concerned about what exactly
happened. So, it will be in the fitness of
things if some statement is made by the
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Government in this House, and, may be,
in the other House also to remove all the
doubts and misgivings of the Members.

This is a matter concerning a foreign
country. We want to have the best of
relations with every foreign céuntry. But,
when the concern of the Members is
about the safety, security and life of
Indian nationals it is necessary that we
should clarify it. That will also clarify the
role of the Saudi Government, and also
the misgivings or doubts against that
Government’s attitude will be cleared.
So, the relations will be further
strengthened if the Government comes
clear on this issue.

THE MINISTER OF
INFORMATION AND
BROADCASTING (SHRI S. JAIPAL
REDDY): Madam, 1 welcome your
direction. The External Affairs Minister
will make a suo motu statement on all
aspects of the situation tomorrow.
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THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: It is for
the Government to find out whether to

[] Transliteration in Arabic Script.
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take their opinion also and also that of
some other people who are eye-witnesses
because it is the Government’s
responsibility to find out the way in
which it can do it, and it will do that.

SHRI §. JAIPAL REDDY: Madam,
the Government got a report from the
Government’s group that went there. So,
that statement will cover this aspect also.

THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Before
1 adjourn the House for lunch, I have to
announce that from two o’clock to four
o'clock we will take up further discussion
on the Planning Ministry, and we will
close it at four o’clock. Then, at four
o’clock, we will take up the Zero Hour
Mentions and the Special Mentions.

The House is adjourned for lunch for
one hour.

The House then adjourned
Sfor lunch at four minutes past
one of the clock.

The House re-assembled after luich At
six minutes past two of the clock,

The  Vice-Chairman, Shri V.

Narayanasamy, in the Chair.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI V.
NARAYANASAMY): Now, we will
take up further discussion on the
working of the Ministry of Planning and
Programme Implementation. Shri Biplab
Dasgutpa.

Discussion on the Working of the
Ministry of Planning and Programme
Implementation — (Contd).

e (sfimdh) Sfilen fomad we
(R &, et @ @@ e T ¥

DR. BIPLAB DASGUPTA (West
Bengal): Sir, shall we wait for a few
minutes? (Interruptions).

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI V.
NARAYANSAMY): You kindly carry
on. In the meanwhile, I will send word
for him.

N A [y T (FE): W,
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THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI V.
NARAYANSAMY): The Minister is
coming. You can start, Mr. Biplab.

DR. BIPLAB DASGUPTA: Sir, 1 am
basically surprised by this document
which has been brought out by the
Planning Commission, the Approach
Paper to the Ninth Five Year Plan. I am
surprised because I thought that the
Planning Commission was dead; and 1
thought it was finished, over, done away
with, completely exhausted, no more,
ex-Planning Commission, former
Planning Commission. Now I find that
the Planning Commission is not only
alive but it is kicking. So, the question
is, whom is the Planning Commission
kicking? Until recently, the whole idea
was that planning was an out-of-date
Nehruvian, socialist concept which did
not tally with the post-1991, post-USSR,
reality and also that it did not tally with
the market-based ecconomic approach.
There is also the idea that plan distorts
prices, that plan distorts allocation of
resources. So, I was very much
interested to read the document to find
out what position the Planning
Commission was taking. Having read the
document, I find that it is taking a
position which is diametrically opposite
to the position taken by the Finance
Ministry on a whole range of issues. I
will come to that later. Before that, let
me welcome the Minister. Before the
Minister came, 1 was saying that I
thought the Planning Commission was
dcad; it was over. I am now happy to
see that it is not only alived but it is also
kicking. But the moot question is, whom
is it kicking? That is the question we
wanted to raisc.

When Pranab Babu spoke, 1 found a
touch of schizophrenia in his speech
because he had becen the Minister of
Finance for a long time. Then towards
the end of his career in the Government,
he was the Deputy Chairman of the



