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asleep. Suddenly the people heard a loud-noise 

and they got up. Sir, these people dismantled 

the compound wall of the temple. While they 

were demolishing the compound wall, they 

also demolished a Ganesh temple. It is very 

unfortunate. Two days back, I visited that 

place. I immediately brought this matter to the 

notice of the hon. Defence Minister. The hon. 

Defence Minister gave directions to the 

concerned authorities, but nothing has 

happened so far. The area is very tense and it 

is in a state of panic. They are threatening the 

people. The poojary of the temple was beaten 

by the Army personnel. (Interruptions). Sir, I 

would like to request the Defence Minister to 

take immediate action and to see to it that the 

compound wall is restored. The Ganesh temple 

should be reconstructed. The Sub-Area 

Commander should be shifted from that place 

and strict action should be taken against him. 

Sir, in spite of the High Court directions, they 

have done this thing. The Executive Officer 

should also be shifted from that place. These 

are my two demands. I would request the 

Minister for Parliamentary Affairs, through 

you, to eonvey the feelings of the people of 

that area to the Defence Minister. I hope 

justice would be done to these people. Thank 

you. 

RE:     HARASSMENT     OF     WOMEN 

SELLING   HANDICRAFT   ITEMS   ON 

THE SIDE WALLS OFF JANPATH 

SHRIMATI MARGARET ALVA 

(Karnataka): Whether you spoke about bank 

loans or whether you spoke about atrocities 

committed on women, whatever the point that 

was raised today, ultimately it led to one point 

and that is, that women are at the receiving 

end, whether inside Parliament or outside 

Parliament. 
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SHRIMATI MARGARET ALVA: I am   

glad   that   men   today   raised   the 

question of atrocities on women. On the 

International Women's Day, the Delhi 

University students marked the day by 

protesting against viloence against women 

students and the harassment that they face in 

the university. The other day, a flat in 

Gurgaon was broken into and three young 

girls living there were raped in the middle of 

night and photographs were also taken. This 

was reported in the newspapers, they are 

breaking into flats and doing this to women. 

You can imagine the condition that they are 

facing. I think the Home Minister had 

promised and the Prime Minister had said that 

a special cell was going to be created. We 

have not heard the follow-up on that. 

Connected to this, I am bringing to the 

notice of the House and of the Government 

the harassment faced by a large group of 

women not very/large, maybe, 50, 60 women 

who run side stalls off Janpath road. They.sell 

some of the most beautiful handicraft items at 

very cheap and reasonable rates. Hundreds 

and hundreds of tourists, foreigners and 

Indians from other parts of the country go 

there and buy from them. They are harassed 

day in and day out. They are told that the 

stalls are unauthorised. They have to pay 

regularly to the people who carry away their 

goods. 

Out of the meagre earnings that they get, 

they have to keep the Corporation people and 

the local police happy by paying some money. 

Every single section that has come from either 

Jammu and Kashmir or other parts of the 

country because of problems has been 

rehabilitated with some temporary shelters. 

Whether it is rainy season, summer or winter, 

they have no shelter, they have no protection, 

they sit there with their little children. They 

are appealing repeatedly for some kind of 

protection and some kind of regularisation so 

that they are able to earn whatever little they 

are earning and support their families in the 

desert areas 



217    Re: Centenary [11 MARCH 1997]                 Shri Suryakant Tripathi    218 
Celebrations of 'Nirala' 

and the backward areas of Rajasthan and 
Gujarat. I am therefore, appealing to the 
Govemment to see that some steps are taken 
to protect them from this kind of permanent 
harassment. 

SHRIMATI RENUKA CHOWDHURY 

(Andhra Pradesh): Sir, I would like to 

associate myself. 

It is true that people are encroaching upon 

land illegally. But on the other hand, we have 

a Government which says that it wants to 

encourage handicrafts. These are women who 

are making a living for themselves. At least, 

they are not begging. They are trying to keep 

their mind and body together. 
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