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THE MINISTER OF COMMUNICA-
TIONS (SHRI BENI PRASAD VER-MA):
(a) The target of 18000 Direct Exchange
Lines was fixed for the whole Assam
Telecom Circle for 1996-97. During the year
1996-97 18003 direct exchange lines have
been provided. No separate target was fixed
for Silchar. However, 970 new connections
were released from Silchar exchange during
1996-97.

(b) and (c) Question does not arise in view
of reply (a) above.

Telephones out of Order in Mohan Nagar,
Ghaziabad

3354. SHRI CYAN RANJAN: Will the
Minister of COMMUNICATIONS be pleased
to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that many
telephones in Mohan Nagar area, Ghaziabad
(U.P.) are out of order since third week of
February, 1997;

(b) if so, the details thereof and the reasons
therefor;

(¢) whether Government have considered
refund of rent for such telephones for the said
period; and

(d) if so, the details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF COMMUNICA-
TIONS (SHRI BENI PRASAD VER-MA):
(a) Yes, Sir. 515 telephones went out of
order.

(b) A break down in 1000 pair primary
cable occurred on 22.2.1997 due to dig
ging of Nala by Nagar Nigam,
Ghaziabad. The cable was restored on
2.3.1997.

Another break down in 800 pair primary
cable occurred on 16.3.1997 due to theft of
cable. The cable was restored on 22.3.1997.

Again all 515 telephones went out of order
on the night of 29.3.97 one to third break

down caused by cable theft. The cable was
restored on 4.4.1997,

(¢) Yes. Sir. It is under consideration.
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(d) The cases are being analysed number
by number and the subscribers are entitled for
the rebate as per the rules of the Department.
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