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Endangering of Wild life due to Economic 
Liberalisation 

*5.   SHRI P. SOUNDARARAJAN:†  
SHRI OS. MANIAN: 

Will the Minister of ENVIRONMENT AND 
FORESTS be pleased to state: 

(a) whether the Government are aware of 
the report that economic Liberalisation has led 
to endangering of wildlife in the country; 

(b) whether it is a fact that a large cement 
plant is coming up on the boundary of the 
Balpakaram National Park in the Garo Hills of 
Meghalaya; 

(c) how many wi ld l i fe  habitats and 
sancturies have been encroached upon by the 
Central/State Government for the purpose of 
setting up Industries; and 

(d) whether the Govemment have draw-up 

any action plan to stop this trend? 
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 SHRL P. SOUNDARARAJAN: Mr. 
Chairman, Sir, the hon. Minister has said that 
he is aware of the reports regarding the 
endangering of wildlife in the country due to 
economic liberalisation. But, the Minister has 
not reacted on the contents of the reports. There 
have been reports in the newspapers that laws 
are being circumvented across the country and 
the essential forests are being lost to mines, 
hydel projects, irrigation schemes, aquaculture, 
power plants, etc. 

The proposed A.C.C. Cement Plant in 
Meghalaya is only an example. Even in Tamil 

†The Question was actually asked in the floor of 
the House by Shri P. Soundararajan. 

Nadu the reserve forest in Tirunelveli 
Kattabomman District is being exploited under 
the liberalisation scheme for several purposes. 
Therefore, will the hon. Minister assure us that 
he would set up a high-level monitoring 
committee to make a thorough study of such 
cases of deforestation in order to take suitable 
action? 
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SHRI P. SOUNDARA RAJAN: Sir, my 
second supplement is, the lion-like tailed 
monkey which is a rare species in the world is 
found in Thirukurankudi forest near Kalakkadu 
in Thirunelveli-Kattabomman districts in Tamil 
Nadu. But, due to illegal mining and 
deforestation, this rare species of lion like tailed 
monkey is under a severe threat. Therefore, will 
the hon. Minister assure the House that he 
would take necessary action to protect this 
species from extinction?  
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SHRI ONWARD L. NONGTDU: Is the 
Govemment aware that there is a proposal for 
expansion of the Balpakram National Park in 
Garo Hills, and if so, is the Government 
proposing not to grant clearance for the 
construction of a cement factory in the vicinity 
of the Balpakram National Park? 
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MR. CHAIRMAN: Question Hour is over. 

WRITTEN ANSWERS TO STARRED 

QUESTIONS 

Certificate Course in Library Science 

*1.  DR. RANBIR SINGH: 
SHRI RAM NATH KOVIND: 

Will the Minister of HUMAN RESOURCE 

DEVELOPMENT be pleased to state: 

(a) whether some Certificate Course in 

Library Science of four months' duration was 

introduced in Delhi in 1996; 

(b) whether the course has been completed 

in 12 months' period, thereby marring the 

careers of several students who could not apply 

for some other courses; 

(c) whether some objectives were laid down 

for introduction of this course; 

(d) whether this situation has made some 

of the students overaged for Government 

employment; 

(e) whether Govemment propose to ask 

the Delhi Govemment to provide 

employment to qualified students of first 

batch of the course; and 

(f) if so, the details thereof and if not, the 
reasons therefor? 

THE MINISTER OF HUMAN 

RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT (SHRI SR. 

BOMMAI): (a) to (f) A Certificate Course in 

Library Science of four months' duration' was 

introduced by the Directorate of Training and 

Technical Education, Delhi for the first time 

in September, 1995. The first batch came out 

in February, 1996. The second batch, which 

was to commence in April, 1996, could start 

only in July, 1996 in view of some practical 

difficulties regarding availability of space and 

necessary logistic support The second batch 

finished the course between 8th July to 18th 

December, 1996 with one month vacation 

period in between on account of the Board 

Examinations. The final examination for this 

batch has been completed in the first week of 

February, 1997. The basic entry qualification 

being 10th class pass and the maximum age 

limit being 21 years, the question of the 

certificate holders getting overaged for Govt, 

employment should  not arise. 

The primary objectives of the course are to 

acquaint and train the candidates with the 

basics of Library and Information Science 

and in various semiskilled jobs 

techniques/methods and procedures" involved 

in the functioning, maintenance and services 

expected of a functional library so that they 

can perform duties and jobs of 

semiskilled/para-professional positions in 

libraries. In view of this, the job avenues are 

not limited to the Government sector alone. 

This course was introduced by the 

Government of National Capital Territory on 

their own initiatives and the question of the 

Central Govt. issuing any directive to them in 

this respect does not arise. 

Extension of Delhi-Ahmedabad rail line 

upto Okha. 

*6. SHRIMATI ANANDIBEN JETHA-

BHAI PATEL: Will the Minister of 

RAILWAYS be pleased to state: 

(a) whether the conversion work of Delhi-

Ahmedabad railway line has been completed; 


