99  Written Answers to

population of cattle and buffaloes in
Andhra Pradesh is as under:

(in thousand nos.)

(i) Cross-bred Cattle 486
(i1) Indigenous Cattle 10461
(iii) Total Cattle out of 10947
which:

(a) Cows (females) 4734
(b) bulls (males) 6213
(iv) She-Buffaloes 7801
(Females)
(v) He-Buffaloes (males) 1352
(vi) Total Buffaloes 9153

(c) and (d) For breed improvement in
animals Government has been following
the policy of cross-breeding of low
producing indigenous breeds of animals
using Artificial Insemination and Embryo
Transfer Technology. The Government of
India has been providing assistance to the
State Governments under the two schemes
viz., [Extension of Frozen Seman
Technology  and  Progeny  Testing
Programme and National Bull Production
Programme for this purpose. The amount
of assistance provided to Andhra Pradesh
for breed improvement under Extension of
Frozen Seman Technology and Progeny
Testing Programme is Rs. 73.89 lakhs
during the period 1992-93 to 1995-96. No
proposal has been received from State
Government under the National Bull
Production Programme during the last four
years of the 8th Plan.
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Setting of Target for Milk Cooperatives

for the Ninth Plan
2910. DR. Y. LAKSHMI PRASAD:
Will the Minister of ANIMAL

HUSBANDRY AND DAIRYING be
pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that at conference
of State Ministers of Animal Husbandry, a
target of one lakh milk cooperatives has
been set for the Ninth Plan;

(b) whether it is also a fact that during
the last 50 years only 50,000 milk
cooperatives could be set up;

(c) if so, the reasons for setting such a
high target for the Ninth Plan;

(d) whether it is also a fact that doubts
have been expressed by the experts in the
field such as, Dr. Kurian;

(e) whether Government would like to
revise the targets; and

(f) if not, the reasons therefor?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE
DEPARTMENT OF ANIMAL
HUSBANDRY AND DAIRYING (DR.
RAGHUVANSH PRASAD SINGH): (a) A
conference of State Ministers of Animal
Husbandry and Dairying recommended
formation of one lakh dairy cooperatives
during the Ninth Pian.

(b) About 90,000 dairy cooperative
societies have been organised in the
country under various State Government
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and Central Government schemes upto 31-
12-96.

(c) There are a large number of villages
not only in the non-operation Flood
districts, but also in operation flood districts
which produce or have the potential to
produce milk to a level that can sustain a
viable dairy cooperative structure. The
Government feels that it is necessary to
organise dairy cooperatives in these villages
so that benefits of dairy devlopment
through cooperatives flow to the poor
landless labourers and small/ marginal
farmers in those villages also.

(d) No expert in the field has expressed
any doubt. The National Dairy
Development Board (NDDB) has also .not
conveyed any doubt or for that matter any
view to the Government in the matter. In
fact the Technology Mission on Dairy
Development which is being implemented
by the NDDB had in 1988 targeted
formation of an additional 80,000 dairy
cooperatives over and above the target of
the Operation Flood Programme,

(e) and (f) Keeping in view the felt need
to help the poor farmers, landless labourers
and other weaker sections of rural
population to earn an additional income
through dairying with the support of dairy
cooperatives, the Government would
endeavour to go by the recommendations of
the State Ministers' Conference.
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