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of petrol/diesel outlets and LPG agencies in 
the country? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
MINISTRY OF PETROLEUM AND 
NATURAL GAS (SHRI T.R. BAALU): No, 
Sir. 

LPG Distributors in Nalanda 

596. SHRI RAJ NATH SINGH: Will 
the PRIME MINISTER be pleased to 
state: 

(a) what is the number of LPG 

distributors in Nalanda District of Bihar; 

(b) whether Government have 
assessed/propose to assess the 
requirements of Nalanda and its adjoining 
villages for setting up of LPG dealership 
at Nalanda; 

(c) if so, the details thereof; and 

(d) if not, the reasons therefor and by 
when Government propose to assess the 
same? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
MINISTRY OF PETROLEUM & 
NATURAL GAS (SHRI T.R. BAALU): (a) 
At present, there are four LPG 
distributorships in Nalanda Distt, of Bihar. 

(b) to (d) Instructions have been issued to 
the Oil Industry to carry out a market survey 
for opening of LPG distributorship at 
Nalanda, after taking into consideration the 
potential of the adjoining villages within IS 
KM radius. This location will be included in 
the next LPG marketing plan provided it has 
adequate potential to sustain a commercially 
viable LPG distributorship. 

Waiting List for LPG Connections of HPC 

597. SHRI AKHILESH DAS: Will the 

PRIME MINISTER be pleased to state: 

(a) what is the total number of applications 
pending with the Hindustan Petroleum 
Corporation for issue of LPG connections, as 
on date: 

(b) what is the- rratnber of gas 
connections likely to be provided during 
1997; and 

(c) by when the remaining applications 

arc likely to be cleared by the 

Corporation? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
MINISTRY OF PETROLEUM AND 
NATURAL GAS (SHRI T.R. BAALU): (a) 
As on 31.12.1996, Hindustan Petroleum 
Corporation Ltd. has a waiting list of 
37,28,561 persons for release of LPG 
connections all over the country. 

(b) and (c) LPG connections are released 
in a phased manner throughout the country 
depending upon the LPG availability, 
waiting list, slack available with the 
distributors and their viability. It may, 
therefore, not be possible to indicate a 
definite time frame for release of 
connectiong to the waitlisted persons. 

Drilling Rigs of ONGC 

598. SHRI JOY NADUKKARA: Will the 
PRIME MINISTER be pleased to state: 

(a) whether it is a fact that the ONGC had 
only 40 drilling rigs in 1982; if so, the 
number of wells dug per year by the ONGC 
using these rigs per year; 

(b) the number of drilling rigs it owns at 
present and the progress in digging with the 
increase in the number of rigs; 

(c) whether the ONGC was running at a 
profit in 1985; and 

(d) what is its profit and loss position after 
1985? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 

MINISTRY OF PETROLEUM AND 

NATURAL GAS (SHRI T.R. BAALU): (a) 

and (b) As on 1.4.1982, ONGC had 44 

drilling rigs (40 owned and 4 charter-hired). 

As on 1,2.1997 ONGC has 104 rigs (87 

owned and 17 Charter-hired) operating in 

various basins of the country. The position 

about rigs availability   and   the   wells   

drilled   by 


