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THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Mr.
Narayanasamy, please sit down.
...(Interruptions)... Nobody is going to
reply during Special Mentions.
...(Interruptions)... If others are not
taking the responsibility, at least so many
responsible Members including the Chair
sitting here should take the responsibility.
...(Interruptions)... Let us go ahead.
...(Interruptions)... 1 will speak to the
Minister of Parliamentary Affairs and to
everybody else. ...(Interruptions)...
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He s also not there. ...(Interruptions). ..

THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN:
Renukaji, you speak.

RE: CYCLONE THREAT IN ANDHRA
PRADESH

SHRIMATI RENUKA
CHOWDHURY  (Andhra  Pradesh):
Madam, through you, I wish to invite the
attention of the Members of the House to
a scrious situation which Andhra Pradesh
is facing today. A cyclonic storm named
08B—this has bcen named and identified
by the Tropical Storm Monitoring Centre
at Hawaii—has started forming in the
Bay of Bengal on 28th November.

THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Nobody
is speaking on it. Let her make her
submissions. That is all.

SHRIMATI RENUKA
CHOWDHURY: That storm has taken a
‘U wurn and started hitting back the
Andhra coasts. We expect that it will hit
Andhra Pradesh, about 200 kilometres
south-cast of Machilipatnam today in the
afternoon. This has been upgraded to a
hurricanc level because of its speed. It
has acquired a velocity of 50 knots per
hour. It is being closely monitored. We
arc cncerned about some fishermen who
left our coasts on the 1st of December.
Mcthods of communication, ham and
wireless sets, have been pressed into
service. We are also concerned about a
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availability of wheat through
number of people who journey through
Andhra Pradesh because our road traffic
and communications have been cut off
for the past few weeks. They have been
recently restored. Now anybody who is
planning to travel through Andhra
Pradesh should exercise judicious caution
because we willl have to deal with transit
passengers also besides the problems
which we are already having. The Chief
Minister has been monitoring the
situation. We have opened control rooms
in various districts and we are praying for
a miracle. This is a cruel hat trick played
on us by nature. I think the Members of
the House and the nation will join us in
our prayer for the well-being of the
people of Andhra Pradesh in this hour of
need. Thank you.

THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: We are
all concerned about it. The recent
cyclone or hurricane really played a
havoc and devastated Andhra Pradesh,
Pondicherry and other places also. We
are all concerned about it. We are very
sorry for that. Now again there is a
threat. We can pray to God. That is why
we have allowed you to speak today.
People should also be careful while they
are travelling over there. Then we can
avoid any more tragedies, human
tragedies.

RE: INCREASE IN PRICE OF FLOOR
IN PUNJAB AND OTHER PLACES AND
NON-AVAILABILITY OF WHEAT
THROUGH PDS

SHRI N. GIRI PRASAD (ANDHRA
PRADESH): Madam, I an raising this
issue with great pain in my heart. Last
week, when I went to Chandigarh, the
local people told me that afta, which is a
staple food of people, was being sold at
Rs. 9/- per kilogram. Today I have read
in The Hinudstan Times that in Delhi it is
being sold at Rs. 104 per kilogram. In
the recent period, i.e, for the last two
months, the price of anta has been going
up like anything. In the month of August
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its price was Rs. 5.50. It has now doubled
in matter of two months or three months.
What are the reasons for this? This
House must be knowing it. Last year it
was a smaller crop and naturally therc
was pricurement deficit. As against 12
million tonnes procured last year, only 8
million tonnes were procured this year.

{The Vice Chairman, (Shri Triloki Nath
Chaturvedi) in the Chair

This position might have an adversc
impact on the stock position. In our
country the buffer stock position was
expected to be 3.7 million tonnes on 1st
April. But to our fortune the actual stock
position on 1.4.1996 was 8.6 million
tonnes. So far as the buffer stock position
is concerned, we are in a comfortable
positon. There is no anxiety. But why is
this sudden increase in the price of ata
and wheat? Nobody knows it. In the year
1995-96, 53 lakh tonnes were supplied
through the PDS outlets, including ITDP
and the revamped PDS. But in the same
year, 63 lakh tonnes were released in the
open  market. The Government was
favouring open sales in the market rather
than supplying sufficient stocks to the
Public Distribution System including the
revamped Public Distribution System.
The problem is this: The Government is
supplying  whcat to  millers and
middlemen at Rs. 4.80. They are earning
Rs. 2. or Rs. 3 per kilogram. They are
hoarding stocks supplied by the FCI.
Instead of supplying sufficient stocks to
the PDS, the FCI is selling it in the open
market in order to maintain the so-called
price line. Instead of providing it to the
people at cheaper rates with a little
margin which they can make, millers and
middlemen are hoarding the stock and
selling it and making a clean margin of
Rs. 3 per kilogram. This is what is
happening. Instead of maintaining the
price line, the Government is pampering
middlemen and millers. That is why the
price IS increasing. My concrete
suggestion is this. This is the Mmost
important point. 1 would request the
Government to supply wheat through the
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PDS at the rate of Rs. 4.80, the rate at
which they are selling wheat to the
middlemen. The PDS can then sell to the
people and this will hold the price line. I
request the House and the Government
to take note of this. The Prime Minister,
in his Independence Day speech, had said
that 10 kilograms of rice and wheat
would be supplied to the people through
the PDS. But that has not been
implemented. The Government should
take some steps to help poor people by
holding the price line. Thank you.

SHRI V. NARAYANASAMY
(Pondicherry): Sir, I am not going to
make a speech...(Interruptions)....

THE  VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI
TRILOKI NATH CHATURVEDI):
Your name is not there...(Interruptions)....

DR. BIPLAB DASGUPTA (West
Bengal): Somebody else’s name is already
there...(Interruptions)....

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN {(SHRI
TRILOK1I NATH CHATURVEDI):
Please speak afterwards...(Interruptions)....
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SHRI V. NARAYANASAMY That
is the achievement of your Government.
Let the Government come before the
House with a statement about the price
situation in this country. Qur party is
very concerned... (Interruptions). ..

SHR1 S.S. AHLUWALIA (Bihar):
Today’s newspaper headlines say: Rs.
120  for meat and Rs.10  for
wheat.. . (/nterruptions)...
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RE. RISE IN THE INCIDENTS OF
CRIME IN AND AROUND DELHI
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