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there things; the colour of five hundred rupee
note and the one hundred rupee note is very
similar; the size is also the same. The five
hundred rupee note is 167 x 73 mm. While on
hundred rupee note is 158 x 73 mm. Both the
notes have the same picture of Mahatama
Gandhi. These notes look alike and are not
different from each other. Due to oversight,
many persons have either been cheated or have
lost their hard earned money. Sir, an uneducated
person can distinguish only by colour and size
as he cannot read. This has created a lot of
problem in the market. I request that circulation
of these notes of rupees one hundred
denomination should immediately be stopped.

Since we are talking about the currency
notes, I would like to mention two more points.
The first point is, every year, during Diwali
time, the Reserve Bank of India ensures that
additional new note are introduced into
circulation. However, this year, this has not
been done adequately and as a result, the banks
could not supply the same to their customers.
I hope, in future, this will not happen again.
The second point is, we need to change the
paper on which these currency notes are
printed. I suggest introduction of such material
which cannot be stapled. I think, everyone will
agree that stapling needs to be done away with
so that notes have a longer circulation life like
the pattern of US Dollar. Sir, I request you to
direct the Government to have an interaction
with the Reserve Bank of India and save the
people. Thank you.
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Railway Division at Ahmedabad

SHRI BRAHMAKUMAR BHATT
(GUJARAT): Mr. Vice-Chairman, Sir, today 1
read in newspapers that the handicapped
demonstrators presented a hearing-aid to the
Government. I do not know whether that
'hearing-aid' will be of any use to the
Government or not, because, generally, the
Government does not hear anything. That is
why they must have given a hearing-aid.
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The important point is, between promise
and performance there is a large distance to
travel. To make a number of promises is one
thing but to implement them is quite another.
Therefore, there is a distance between promise
and performance. Sir, I am referring to a
function which took place several months
before when the then Railway Minister, Mr.
Kalmadi, was in Ahmedabad. He inaugurated
a Railway Division in Ahmedabad. Since then
there is no movement. The announcement
about a Railway Division in Ahmedabad is only
on paper. Nothing is going on in regard to
construction of any locoshed or workshops or
anything. Now, as a matter of fact, Ahmedabad
is one of the largest industralised and
commercialised cities in our country.
Ahmedabad has a population of more than 40
lakhs, as of now. It is as good in population z-
Bombay was in 1961. I was surprised when
the Railway Ministry announced certain
Railway Zones and those zones are in cities
like Bangalore, Bhubaneshwar, Jaipur,
Jabalpur, Allahabad and in Hazipur. Now, I
submit, except Bangalore, there can be no
comparison of any of these cities with
Ahmedabad. It is a very fast growing city in
terms of population, industry and commerce.
Sir, Ahmedabad is a proper place for a 7onal
headquarters, but it has been granted only a
divisional headquarters and even that has so
far not been implemented. It is simply on paper.
So, my question is very simple. When is the
Government of India going to implement the
promise which is given to the people of
Ahmedabad and Gujarat? The more important
is this.

The headqguarters of the Western Railway
is in Bombay since the British raj. Originally,
it was Bombay-Baroda Central India Railway
known as BBCI Railway. During the time of
the British raj, Bombay was the headquarters
of the Western Railway. How much is the
railway line in Maharashtra so far as the
Western Railway is concerned? It may be
around 400 kms. or 500 kms. I would like to
submit that more than 2,500 kms. of the
Western Railway line is in Gujarat. The
maximum of the Western Railway line is in
Gujarat and the strange thirg is that the
headquarters of this Raiiv .o [« = Bombay.
Some friend in Lok Sabiu: ias zid If the
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headquartcrs is taken away to Ahmedabad, then
there would be a bloodshed.” What happened
in 19607 I was onc of the witnesses of those
days when there was bifurcation of the State
of Bombay into Maharashtra and Gujarat. A
number of trains ioaded with employees came
from Bambay to Ahmedabad. When the
bifurcation took place, a number of employees
had to come from Bombay to Ahmedabad. In
this case, again, when it is to be done, it could
be done gradually. But this firm demand of the
people of Gujarat, the reasonable demand of
the people of Gujarat, should be accepted.

In the meanwhile, the Government should
take steps to see that the setting up of the
Divisional Office, Divisional Headquarters, at
Ahmedabad does not remain on paper only, but
is becomes a reality. As a matter of fact, Sir, in
view of the growth, in view of the population,
of Ahmedabad, and in view of the industrial
and commercial importance of Ahemdabad, the
Zonal Headquarters must be located there.
Ultimately, the Main Headquarters of the
Western Railway should be shifted from
Bombay to Ahmedabad.

I hope the hearing aid given to the
Government by the handicapped would be of
some use.

Thank you.

Delay in construction of bridge over Ganga in
Varanasi and by-pass connecting Mohan Sarai
and Mughal Sarai on G.T. Road
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#1 ] Transliteration in Arabic script.




