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imporves memory. But that drug has
been marketed, It has been patented and
marketed. It is not fair to say that the
Government is hostile. In fact, if I can
submit for your consideration, we have
major research projects with Dabur,
Zandu, etc., on ayurvedic drugs on which
crores of rupees are being spent by the
Department of Science and Technology. 1
am sure, the Minister of Science and
Technology could give you a clarification,
if you ask him.
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SHRI YOGINDRA K. ALAGH: Mr.
Chairman, Sir, I share the concern of the
hon. Member on the need for
implementing an effective family welfare
policy. So far as the last five years are
concerned, the projection in the Eighth
Five year Plan was that we would reach a
birth rate of 27 per thousand and a death
rate of 9 per thousand. Therefore, we
would achieve a population growth rate
of 1.71 per cent. In fact, what has
happened is this. According to the
Sample Registration Scheme, 1995, the
birth rate target has not been achieved
fully. But it has gone down significantly.
In death rate we have achieved our
terminal target for the end of this decade,
which is 0.9 per cent. We have already
achieved it. The population growth rate is
around 1.93 per cent rather than 1.71 per
cent. But it doces not mean that no
progress is being made. For example, the
level of awareness is very high. The
Government is trying to involve local
communities in the effective
implcmentation of the programme. The
Government is tyring tc provide many
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facilities and also taking up bigger issues 7
like looking after gender question,
looking after girl child and looking after
health, which are related to the family
planning issues. A Draft National
Population Policy has already "been
formulated and it is available to all the
hon. Members.. As the hon. Members
know, Parliament and the
parliamentarians themselves have been
making a major contribution towards the
population policy. I hope this effort
would continue. We share the concern of
the hon. Member. The draft policy...

MR. CHAIRMAN: There are other

questions also. Hon. Minister, you can
expatiate at that time.
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SHRI YOGINDRA K. ALAGH: The
total expenditure is now running at the
level of Rs. 1,500 crores annually. Out of
this, the Central Governemnt is spending
around Rs. 1, 381 crores and States are
supplementing the rest. Now this jells
fairly well with the 8th Five Year Plan
projection of an expenditure of Rs. 6,500
crores. Now we are not talking of targets,
we are talking of projections-desirable
objectives. There is a significant progress
in the 8th Five Year Plan. But.I would
admit that we have not achieved the
objective we set for ourselves.

DR. KARAN SINGH: Mr. Chairman, .
Sir, this whole question of population
growth is something with which the whole
nation should be very deeply concerned.

SABHA] to Questions 20
r Ii was 20 years ago, in 1976, that
presented to Parliament, the first
National Population policy. Twenty years
have elapsed and the population growth
has ouggrown all, even the most
pessimistic, estimates. An  optimistic
estimate was 900 million by the year
2000. The median was 950 and the most
‘pessimistic was a billion. The Minister
himself has said that we are likely to
cross the one billion mark by the year
2000. We talk of eradication of poverty.
How is that possible? I have two points
to make. Ongc, it is not possible for us to
critically interact on this long statement
of 31 pages at present: Would the House
or would the Leader of the Opposition
and the Government agree to have a two-
hour discussion on this whole question of
population during the course of this
session? It is not something which can be
dealt with in the Question Hour.
Secondly, may I express the hope that
Members of Parliament will make a
contribution towards population control
rather than population growth?

MR. CHAIRMAN: That is a very
constructive and creative suggestion.

SHRI YOGENDRA K. ALAGH: 1
fully support the hon. Member whose
contribution to the cause of family
welfare in India is well known in the
Country and abroad.
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MR. CHAIRMAN: Please make your point.

SHRI YOGINDRA K. ALAGH: Mr.
Chairman, Sir, the objectives of the draft
National Population Policy, as the hon.
Member, Shri Karan Singhji, has said, have
gone through a long discussion, have gone
through a weatment by Dr. Swaminathan
where the issues which the Member mentioned
with respect to women, on gender and equity,
have been very specifically referred to and I
do not want to take the time because the draft
has already been circulated, and we want that
these are taken seriously by the entire country
and we want that these should become part of
a national movement, that these issues should
be there at the level of every village, at the
level of the district, at the level of the State, as
Dr. Swaminathan’s expert group and the
National Population Policy have said.
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SHRI YOGINDRA K. ALAGH: ] can
also bring to the attention of the Member
literature which tends to suggest that
people with different religious
backgrounds do take a sensible view.
There are examples of that kind in terms
of family planning policy also and I think
it is those tendencies where we are trying
to make a girichild an important focus.
Women in our country, in fact...
(Interruptions)...
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MR. CHAIRMAN: The opposition to
this policy is very minimal, confined to
the lunatic fringe in Inida.
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“on the basis of comments on the
preliminary draft received from other
Minstries, Sates, a Statement on
National Population Policy ‘has been
drafted.”

This was drafted in 1994. This draft
Statement along with the draft note for
the Cabinet had been circulated.
Probably, this was circulated in 1994.
Many Ministries and Departments
concerned are required to give their final
comments before seeking the approval of
the Cabinet.
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I personally believe if we had half the
population of what we have today,
India’s problems would have been solved.
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SHRI YOGINDRA K. ALAGH:
These are very important questions on
which we have to take advice from
different Ministries, different expert
groups. In fact, after the Cabinet has
taken a look at this background, I would
endorse what Karan Singhji has said. It
has to be placed before both the .House
of parliament for their suggestions also.

_SHRIMATI K.AMLA SINHA: When
will that be done? How long will it take?
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SHRI YOGINDRA K. ALAGH: 1
assure the Member that this will be
expedited.

SHRIMATI RENUKA
CHOWDHURY: Sir, 1 have been
-working in this area for a long time and I
find that the biggest let-down for family
welfare programme is woman. The target
for family planning i§ considered to be
women whereas the e€conomic status of
‘our country categorically shows that
women have no control on decision-
making as to the number of children that
they have and the gender they are
supposed to have. So, you have to have
the vision now to bring about a change in
your approach towards the concept of
family planning or family welfare or by
whatever polite names you call it. But the
real danger lies in the fact that we have
not applied our mind to rehabilitation of
the aged in rural areas. In urban areas,
we target the Government employees for
family planning practices which are
already being practised and statistics
show that 80% of the Government
employees  practise family = planning
‘be,cllusc of various restrictions, education
awareness and limitation of space in
urban arcas. But this does not happen in
rural areas. Even a country like China
finds that the two-child norm comes into
being in rural areas because a farmer and
his wife without children cannot run their
show, whether it is a small farm or a big
farm and if they are without children,
then there is no social support structure
to support them.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Please put your

question.

SHRIMATI
CHOWDHURY: Sir, I just want to know
" whether they have included these
perceptions, as also amendment of
working conditions vis-a-vis employment.
They are talking of giving disincentives to
people who have more then two children,
whereas in gender sensitisation that we
are talking of as a national policy, we
have to see that the terms of employment
remain the same for both - men and
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‘women. If is discrimination in terms of

employment that brings about
discriminatin against the girl-child. So, 1
want to know if the Government is going
to apply it-self to these major factors
because studies have shown population
growth in rural arcas where there are no
social support structures for tural
residents.

SHRI YOGINDRA K. ALAGH: The
National Population Policy draft explicitly
talks about the whole question of
education and employment, particulariy
for females in rural areas.

SHRIMATI RENUKA
CHOWDHURY: No. It is in the urban
areas that the employment terms have to
be the same.

SHRI YOGINDRA K. ALAGH: Mr.
Swaminathan, mm fact, used the language
of Panchsheel for gender equity. So, this
is one of the major concerns which are
there in the National Population Policy
draft. But, specifically, the Governemt is
committed to the Employment Assurance
Scheme,” which is to be implemented in
this year and during the Ninth Five Year
Plan and also to the achievement of the
female literacy and health targets, which
are critical components in the family
welfare programme.

SHRIMATI RENUKA
CHOWDHURY: no, Sir. He has not
answered my question. The target
audience for family planning is always
women and we don’t have the decision-
making. So, what is the percentage...

SHRI YOGINDRA K. ALAGH: Sir, 1
share the Member’s concern. -She is quite
right. There is data to show, for example,
that in the vasectomy programme, the
participation of males has gone down in a
very big way and, therefore, the whole
issue relating to gender aspects of the
question is an extremely important one.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Actually, women’s
i crucial
thing...(Interruptions)
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SHRIMATI RENUKA
CHOWDHURY: No, Sir. With due
apology, Sir, it is the men who have to
be educated because they do not go in
for family planning.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Men have 1o be
educated, but educated men also behave

differently. That is why women’s
education should be important
(Interruptions)

SHRI YOGINDRA K. ALAGH:
Actually, the Nationa] Population Policy
draft wants that these issues should be
discussed in concrete terms at the level ot
villages and panchayats so that there is an
awareness amongst this class of people
which the hon. Member is talking about.

THE LEADER OF THE
OPPOSITION (SHRI SIKANDER
BAKHT): How adversely is the national
population control being affected by.
infiltration? What is the Plan allocation
and is it being negatively affected because
of infiltration?

SHRI YOGINDRA K. ALAGH: Sir,
the draft National Population Policy does
talk about the whole question—if I have
understood the Member correctly—af
migration, both internal as well as
external... (Interruptions)
|

SHRI SIKANDER BAKHT: I am not
talking of migration . I am ialking of
infiltration.

SHRI YOGINDRA K. ALAGH:
What the hon. Memebr calls infiltration,
they call it immigration.

SHRI SIKANDER BAKHT: No, no.

SHRI VISHNU KANT SHASTRI: It
is illegal migration into India from
Bangladesh and Pakistan.
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SHRI YOGINDRA K. ALAGH:
migration is a part of the National
Pofulation Policy draft...

SHRI SIKANDER BAKHT: 1 am
sorry...

SHRI YOGINDRA K. ALAGH:
Please let me finish, Mr. Bakht. It
explicitly says that jllegal migration is
something that should be stopped.
However, it has a more balanced and a
more detailed discussion of the whole
question of both internal as well as
external migration because that gets
involved in the whole question of...

SHRI SIKANDER BAKHT: Sorry.
My question has nothing to do with
stopping it or not stopping jt. I only want
10 know...

MR. CHAIRMAN: Your question, I
am afraid, is not germane to the

fundamental question that we are
discussing here.
SHRI TRILOKI NATH

CHATURVEDI: Sir, from the report
itself it-is clear that it is germans to the
question.

*[263. The Questioners (Shri V.
Rajeshwar Raw and Shri S. Muthu Mani)
were absent for answer vide col.....infra]

MR. CHAIRMAN: Question No. 264
has already been clubbed. Question No.
26S.
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