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Inspections by General Managers in
Railways

2326. SHRI V. HANUMANTHA RAO:
Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be pleased to
state:

(a) whether any directions have been issued
to General Managers of Railways to step up
field inspections to maintain desired level of
alertness amongst Railway functionaries;

(b) if so, the details of such directions;
(c) when the directions were issued;

(d) whether these directions are actually
being implemented at the Zonal Level; and

(e) how does the Railway Board monitor the
faithful adherence and implementation of this
directive?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI SATPAL
MAHARAI): (a) Yes, Sir.

(b) Instructions are reiterated from time to time
far stepping of field inspections to increase
alertness.

(c) Recently, twice such instructions were
issued on 22.11.96 and 27.11.96.

(d) Yes, Sir.

(e) Through monthly reports received from the
General Managers.

Sub-standard level of Primary Education

2327. PROF. (SHRIMATI) BHARATI
RAY: Will the Minister of HUMAN
RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT tie, pleased to
state:

(a) whether at the primary school level the
education provided is genrally substandard,
teaching casual and infrastructure, looking; and

(b) if so, the steps Government are planning to
take to improve the system?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION IN THE
MINISTRY OF HUMAN RESOURCE
DEVELOPMENT (SHRI MUHI RAM
SAIKIA): (a) and (b) There is considerable
variation in the standards of primary education,
quality of teachers and availability of
infrastructure in primary schools across the
country.
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In pursuance of the National Policy on
Education, 1986 and its Programme of Action, the
Central and State Governments have taken several
measures to improve the primary education
system. These include the following:

(i) Operation Blackboard for improvement of
infrastructure in primary and upper primary
schools; provision of additional teachers
and supply of essential teaching *learning
materials;

(ii) Scheme for strengthening of pre-service
and in-service training of elementary
school teachers by establishing District
Institutes of Education and Training
(DIET);

(iii) introduction of minimum levels of
learning in primary schools to improve
learning levels;

@iv) implementation of several
internationally assisted projects for
improving the primary education system
viz.  District Primary Education
Programme (DPEP) in 11 States, Bihar
Education Project (BEP>,Uttar Pradesh
Basic Education Project, Lok Jumbish and
Shiksha Karmi Projects in Rajasthan.

Financial Assistance to Museums

2328. SHRI K.M. KHAN: Will the Minister of
HUM AN RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT be
pleased to state:

(a) whether the Department of Culture has
invited applications for financial assistance
under the scehme of promotion and
strengthening of regional and local museums
during 1996-97;

(b) if so, the details thereof with number of
applications received, State and Territory-wise;

(c) the criteria precsribed for grant of
financial assistance;

(d) whether such applications have been
received from minorities also; and

(e) if so, the details thereof and if not, the
steps proposed to be taken to call for such
applications?

THE MINISTER OF HUMAN
RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT (SHRI S.R.



135 Written Answers

BOMMAI): (a) and (b) Yes, Sir. The
Department of Culture has invited applications for
financial assistance under the scheme of
promotion and strengthening of regional and local
museums during 1996-97 through press
advertisements. During 1996-97, applications
have been invited twice-first in January, 1996 and
subseqauently in November, 1996. A statement
indicating the number of applications received and
considered in response to the advertisement of
January, 1996, State and Union Territory-wise,
is in Statement. (See below). The last date for
receipt of applications in response to the press
advertisement of November, 1996 is 3lst
December, 1996 and, as such, it is not possible to
give any details in respect of these applications.

(c) The Institutions, applying for financial
assistance under the Scheme of promotion and
strengthening of regional and local museums,
should have been in existance for at least 3
years (conditions relaxable) before applying for
the grant Colleges should be affiliated to a
University and have Post-Graduate/Research
Courses in their curricula in the specific field for
which the museum is being
established/developed.

(d) and (e) It is not possible to verify from
the applications whether any belong to
minorities. Govt. has no proposal to call for
applications specifically from institutions/
organisations belonging to minorities under the
Scheme of Promotion & Strengthening of
Regional &Local Museums.

Statement

Applications received for financial
assistance under the scheme of promotion
and strengthening of regional and local
museums during 1996-97

S1. State/Union Territories No. of

No. applications received
and considered

1 2 3

1. Andhra Pradesh 2

2. Arunachal Pradesh —

3. Assam 1

4. Bihar 11
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Goa
Gujarat

3 _
6 1
7. Haryana 1
8 Himachal Pradesh 2
9. Jammu & Kashmir 1
10. Karnataka 2

11. Kerala —
12.  Madhya Pradesh 1

13.  Maharashtra —
14.  Manipur 8

15. Meghalaya —

16. Mizoram —

17. Nagaland 2
18. Orissa 24
19. Punjab 1

20. Rajasthan 3
21. Sikkim —
22. Tamil Nadu —
23. Tripura 1

24. Uttar Pradesh 7
25. West Bengal 3

26. Andaman & Nicobar Islands —
27. Chandigarh —
28. Dadra & Nagar Haveli —
29. Daman & Diu —
30. Delhi 2
31. Lakshadweep

32. Pondicherry —
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