147 Written Answers

Welfare Schemes for the Railway
Employees and Their Families

292. SHRI RAMDAS AGARWAL: Will
the Minister of RAILWAYS be pleased to
state:

(a) the amount provided to the railway
personnel and their families from the Welfare
and Relief Fund of the Ministry of Railways
during 1995-96 and 1996-97 particularly in
Rajasthan and Orissa;

(b) the guidelines adopted for giving
assistance to employees;

(c) the number of persons, particularly in
Rajasthan and Orissa, benefited during the said
period; and

(d) whether there is any new wlefare
measure/schemes announced by Government
recently for railway employees?

THE MINISER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI
STAPAL MAHARAJ): (a) A sum of Rs. 6.09
lakhs during the year 1995-96 and Rs. 2.30
lakhs during the year 1996-97, so far, have
been granted to the Railway Employees as
relief from Railway Minister's Welfare and
Relief Fund.

(b) Assistance from this Fund is provided
to afford relief to Railwaymen and their
families in distress, such as arising from
natural calamities, prolonged illness, sudden
death etc.

(¢) The information is maintained Railway-
wise, not State-wise.

(d) No new welfare measure/scheme has
been announced recently. However, the per
capita contribution to Staff Benefit Fund has
been increased from Rs. 20/- to Rs. 25/-
recently to provide more funds for welfare
activities under Staff Benefit Fund.

[RAJYA SABHA] to Unstarred Questions 148

of Vivckanand Rock
Memorial

293. DR. Y. LAKSHMI PRASAD:
DR. ALLADI P. RAJKUMAR:

Will the Minister of HUMAN RESOURCE
DEVELOPMENT be pleased to state:

Preservation

(a) whether the Vivekanand Rock
Memorial in the sea of Kanyakumari is
gradually becoming a victim of sea erosion
and likely to crumble; and

(b) if so, the steps proposed to save the
national memorial for posterity?

THE MINISTER OF HUMAN
RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT (SHRI S.R.
BOMMALI): (a) and (b) The Information is
being collected and will be laid on the Table
of the House.
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