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partially affected. Because of the failure
of the monsoon, the edible and cash
crops have failed. The farmers and the
agricultural labourers are reeling under
poverty. The poor agricultural labourers
who depend on farm work for their
survival, have practically no work since
the majority of the crops have died.
"There is drinking-water shortage both for
the people and the cattle.

Our hon. Chief Minister, has taken
immediate steps on a war-footing to help
the people affected by the drought in
several districts.

THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN. Do you
not want any aid from the Central Gov-
ernment?

SHRI S. MUTHU MANI: Yes, I am
seeking it, naturally. Funds have been
released for various relief works like
tubewclls, deepening ponds nd wells,
raising the embankments, laying of roads
and providing employment opportunities.

The Centre should know that the
States have very limited resources. That
is why the Tamil Nadu Government has
sought Central assistance of Rs. 666
crores to tide over the drought situation.
The Centre should not be indifferent to
the woes of the people of Tamil Nadu.
Therefore, 1 urge upon the Centre to
immediately provide Rs. 666 crores to
Tamil Nadu for drought relief as de-
manded by our hon. Chief Minister.

SHRI 0.S. MANIAN (TAMIL
NADU): Madam, I associate myself with
him on this.

THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Thank
you.

The House is adjourned for lunch for
one hour.

The House then adjourned
for lunch at fourteen minutes
past one of the clock.

The house reassembled after Lunch at
eighteen minutes past two of the Clock,
The Vice-Chairman, Miss Saroj
Khaparde, in the Chair.

[RAJYA SABHA]

on the Presidents 324
Address

MOTION OF THANKS ON THE

PRESIDENT'S ADDRESS—Contd.

THE VICE-CHAIRMN (MISS
SAROJ KHAPARDE): Mr. E. Balanan-
dan. I hope you know that you are left
with only five minutes.

SHRI E. BALANANDAN (KERA-
LA): Madam, the point is that I was
disrupted in between. 1 will be very
short, but, at the same time this point
you should note.

SHRI SANGH PRIYA GAUTAM
(UTTAR PRADESH): Madam, will the
reply on the motion of Thanks on the
President's Address be today or to-
morrow?

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (MISS
SAROJ KHAPARDE): Let him speak
first.

SHRI E. BALANANDAN: Before go-
ing to other things, first of all I would
like to refer to a statement made by the
proponent of the liberalisation policy, Dr.
Manmohan Singh. On 13th January,
1995, the Observer reported like this:
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This is an insult to the Parliament and
to the President also.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (MISS
SAROJ KHAPARDE): This is very bad.
Madam Minister, please ask somebody to
go and call the Cabinet Minister and also
the Parliamentary Affairs Minister. (In-
terruptions) Yes, Mr. Balanandan.

SHRI E. BALANANDAN: Let the
Minister come.
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SHRI E. BALANANDAN: The Fi-
nance minister, Dr. Manmohan Singh,
while speaking on the traditional ap-
proach to labour has gone on record
saying that providing the workers the
maximum security in the form of employ-
ment and wages was not workable in the
new given situation.

Therefore, what is the new situation?
In this situation employmcnmt and wages
are not secure. Today, what is in opera-
tion? It cannot be elaborated by me. But
I want to report to the House the latest
thing. The Bharath Opthalic Glass plant,
BOGL, Durgapur has been ordered to be
wound up. It is one of the plants produc-
ing important substitute of glass products
which are being used by our Defence
services. ~ Together  with  that, M/s
MAMC, M/s. BPMEL National Instru-
ments, Weigh Bird, NTC, etc., arc being
closed. Therefore, lots of workers in
West Bengal are being thrown out of
employment. There is a clean being given
through the so-called liberalised policy
which has not been referred to by our
Honourable President.

Yesterday, I also referred to para 10 of
the President's Address regarding the re-
duction of inflation rate. In 1990-91 it
was 17 per cent. Now, it has been re-
duced to 5 per cent in the current year.
Before dealing with the real life's experi-
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cnce, I may be permitted to quote from
the election manifesto of the Congress (1)
party which was produced in 1991.

SHRI CHATURANAN
How did you get that draft?

SHRI E. BALANANDAN: It is not
our draft. It is the election manifesto of
the Congress (I) party.

MISHRA:

In 1991 you had promised something to
the nation and you came to power on the
basis of that promise. What was prom-
ised? The promise was this.

"The Congress reiterates its firm rc-
sovc to use the full power of the State to
arrest the rise in prices and bring down
the prices of essential commodities and
articles of common consumption.
Economic policies will be geared to this
end. Stem action will be taken against
black-marketing, hoarding and profiteer-
ing and those who arc profiting from the
miseries of the common man."

SHRI CHATURANAN
But havala is not there.

SHRI E. BALANANDAN: What is in
vogue? I don't want to explain what is in
vogue because there is no time. I will
give you the figures. In the past one year
the wholesale price of onions has risen by
72 per cent. Onions arc commonly used
by our people. Dry chillies rose by 55.9
per cent, potatoes by 29.7 per cent. The
average for all vegetables by 23.1 per
cent, moong by 17.9 per cent, bajra by
13.7 per cent, mutton by 95 per cent and
so on and so forth. However, when wc
examine the dimension of the price rise
of essential commodities over the last five
years since the Rao Government came to
power, the real sweep of the deception,
the gulf between promise and practice
can be seen from the abovc figures. I
want to quote from the Business Stan-
dard, 14th February, 1996. I do not want
to read the whole thing. With your per-
mission [ want to quote certain figures
with maximum speed that I can afford.
The average index in 1990-91 of cereals
was 171.5 and in June, 1995 it was 303.9.
Pulses rose from 227.5 to 297,0. Fruits

MISHRA:
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rose from 190.0 to 304.0. Vegetables rose
from 234.6 to 306.3. Milk, egg, meat,
fish, dairy products, sugar, etc., arc up.
The promise was to see that- in the case
of common consumption commodities the
prices would be brought down. That has
not been done. It has happened the other
way round. Therefore, the claims that arc
being made by the President in his Ad-
dress do not, I am sorry to say, tally with
the facts.

There is another point I want to bring
to the notice of this august house. In
paragraph 4 of the Address, the law and
order situation is referred to and it is
claimed that it is under control. The daily
routine of harrowing killings in the Capi-
tal City of Delhi needs no elaboration.
Killings, besides, looting, arc on the in-
crease, apart from bomb blasts. This
makes life in Delhi unsafe. Anybody
getting up in the morning puts the first
question whether there was any bomb
blast. This is the situation. And the
Government claims that the law and or-
der situation is brought under control!

One cannot forget the point referred to
by my colleague, the lady Member from
the BJP. She referred to the point while
dealing with this subject. 1 mean the
bombay riots. Madam, one cannot forget
the horrendous riots in Bombay and how
the successive State Governments in
Mabharashtra dealt with the criminal gangs
involved in those killings and the Bombay
blasts. Minus Bombay, there is no India.
You have to refer to Bombay here also.
The most shocking thing is the Shiv Sena*
BJP Government's decision to wind up
the work of the Srikrishna Commission.
Madam, you know the aftermath of the
Ayodhya incident. There were the Bom-
bay riots. I went there at that time. I
found that thousands of people were
killed. 1 do not want to elaborate on that.
Anyhow, later, the Srikrishna Commis-
sion had been appointed. The Bombay
riots could be compared with only one
incident in the post-Independence India
and that is, the November 1984 riots in
Delhi wherein 3,400 sikhs were killed.
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After 11 years, their inquiry is still nut
complete and all those culprits arc still at
large. In bombay, another incident hap-
pened; the Bombay blasts. That also was
referred to this Commission by the new
Government. The Srikrishna Commission
was going into the two incidents, the
Bombay riots and the bombay blasts.
(Timce-bcll rings).

Madam, I have just started and you arc
ringing the bell.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (MISS
SAROJ KHAPARDE): I told you that
the time left was only five minutes. I
have given you five minutes more.

SHRI E. BALANANDAN: Madam, I
request you lo give mc some more time.
As you know, it takes some time to start.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (MISS
SAROJ KHAPARDE): All right.

SHRI E. BALANANDAN: These two
incidents in which thousands of lives were
lost were being inquired into by the
Srikrishna Commission. Now the work
has been stopped abruptly. What is the
law and order situation? What is the
justice? Is justice being done? AH those
culprits who demolished the houses of the
muslim minority arc going scot-free. The
Shiv Sena people were the main people
who had done this damage. The work of
the Commission was stopped. There was
the involvement of the Shiv Sena MP in
the riots, etc. I want to raise only one
point.

Since the Srikrishna Commission has

been done away with now, there is an
unofficial Commission. They went into it.
Justice Krishna Iyer and two eminent
Judges of the Bombay High Court were
the members of the Commission. I do not
want to quote the entire thing. I want to
read out only one paragraph from their
observations, with your permission.
Madam.
"Communnalism, with fascist facets and
engineered by criminalised and politicised
groups, will destroy our democracy and
overthrow  our  Republic. = Therefore,
every constructive suggestion made must
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be taken seriously by the state. The
minority community, which in an overall
view, suffered terribly, deserves better
protection. That is the measure of our
culture..." This is what they said. The
minorities are part of our life in our
country. Bombay has a combined
population of Muslims as well as Hindus,
but thousands of Muslims arc being
killed. That had happened. All right, an
Enquiry Commission was appointed with
a sitting judge, and that has also been
wound up. What is the law and order
situation in the country? What is the
protection for the people of the country?
This is not mentioned in detail or even
referred to. by the President in his
Address. I consider it an omission on the
part of the Presidential Address. Wc
know even persons belonging to the gang
of one of the prime accused in the
Bombay blast case, Dawood Ibrahim,
were given shelter in Delhi by one of the
B.J.P. M.Ps, excluding the hospitality of
Kalpnath Rai. The Vohra Committee, on
the basis of material it had collected, and
on the basis of investigation conducted by
it. came to the conclusion that there
exists a nexus between the criminals,
politicians and burcaucratc in India. This
is a.new situation. What was the role of
the Congress party and the Government
to counter the situation? I do not want to
take more time of the House on this
issue. But 1 want to refer to para 40 of
the President's Address, which is the
concluding para. It says: 'Till policies of
the Government have put the country on
the path of growth..." Is it so. Madam?
Nobody, who is living in India, can say
today that it is correct. The economy is in
doldrums, the poverty and the misery of
the people have increased,
unemployment  continues to  increase,
foreign debt is alarmingly on the
increase, almost leading the country to
thc_ Mexico-type of debt trap. The
strength of the country is being allowed
to be eroded by the destruction of the
strategic industries and the industrial base
that wc have built through public sector.
Foreign multinationals arc frantically
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invited to take over and dominate this
sector. In sum, the freedom of our
country—economic and political—is being
put to a severe strain. Above all, the
Government itself have proved to be the
fountain head of corruption and have
made corruption a way of life. Therefore,
the minimum thing the Government
ought to have done is to quit office.
However, as I have stated in the
beginning, the Congress (I) party and its
Government are very seriously sick. The
people of the country arc anxiously
waiting to give them a ceremonial burial
and with this, Madam, I conclude.
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SHRI INDER KUMAR  GUIJRAL
(BIHAR): Madam, I rise to say that I am
second to none in holding Raslitrapatiji in
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high esteem, and 1 think, that is the
opinion of this House unanimously. We
had the privilege of watching him as
Chairman here. We have also seen him
with what grace and with what dignity he
was occupying that high office. His per-
sonal contribution in the freedom struggle
and also thereafter, has been very re-
markable. Therefore, I heard him with
respect that is due to him, and later, I
read his Address with a great deal of
care.

I am glad that Rashtrapatiji in the
opening reminded us of the great legacy
that Gandhiji had bestowed on us, and
his 125th anniversary. Surely, I am cer-
tain that with the background that Rash-
trapatiji has, when he was reading the
Address, which was not written by him,
he must be wondering and may be he was
distressed, to sec that those who had
drafted the Address were now active in
destroying the entire legacy that Gandhiji
had bestowed on us. He would have seen
for himself that the draft was made by
people whose personal conduct today is
indeed very shameful. He must have seen
for himself that the heritage that Gandhiji
bestowed and the type of standard that
Gandhiji set for people in public life is
now in a shamble not only in shamble but
it is also begets shame for us. He would
have seen that here was a Government,
which was writing his Address, whose
seven Ministers have been charged.

3.00 PM. He would have seen that
here was a Government which was writ-
ing his Address of which one person was
in jail under TADA. He would have also
seen that in the time that has passed, in
the years that are passed, this was the
Government that wrote his Address, and
it is on the way of bowing-out, finally, I
hope, was soakedin the bank scam, sugar
scam, hawalas, to say the least, and the
most important, in what the Vohra Com-
mittee  pointed out.  Unfortunately, I
notice that the Government neither had
the courage nor a face to talk about any
of these things in the Address itself
because if it had addressed to them, then
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it would have been difficult for them to
face this House.

Before this House met, there was a
talk in the room of the Leader of the
House unfortunately, he is not here, and
I hold him in great resjfcct where we
were discussing what type of electoral
reforms can be made. We discussed ab-
out the Dincsh Goswami Report. We
also felt while talking to him in the
chamber and also in the chamber of other
dignitaries whose names I need not men-
tion, that a stage has come when elector-
al reforms have to be enforced. We were
hoping that in the Rashtrapatiji's Address
there would be some mention of that. We
were hoping that since Minister after
Minister has fallen to the temptations, at
least, efforts would be made to try to tell
us how in future elections would be
financed and if in future some reforms
would be made in this context. We were
also hoping that the Address would talk
about the Lok Pal Bill and would tell us
that the Lok Pal Bill after waiting for
years and years and years, would now be
brought before the House, that will cover
everybody from the Prime Minister
down. We were also hoping that the
Address would draw our attention to the
need of an Ethics Committee in our
respective  Houses.  Unfortunately, no.
None of these have been done. I can go
on talking about this, but today I wish to
confine myself to two other laxities about
which I must talk. One pertains to the
security of the nation and the other
pertains to the foreign policy of the
nation. I think I should talk about it and
give some attention to it.

The Address points out and I quote a
para from that which says, "During 1995-
96, the situation in some parts of India's
immediate neighbourhood remained un-
certain in security terms. Pakistan's con-
tinuing attempts to acquire sophisticated
weaponry and uranium enrichment tech-
nology are a matter of serious concern to
us. Pakistan's attempts to heighten ten-
sion in our region are likely to trigger-off
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arms race." and so on and so forth. It
only mentions that. Is it enough for a
Government to tell us that there is a
danger to the security of the nation? Is it
enough for a Government to tell us that
Pakistan is acquiring these weapons? Is it
enough for a Government to tell us that a
new type of scenario is being created in
our neighbourhood and yet not come and
tell us what the Government intends to
do about it? Obviously and characteristi-
cally as it is, the Government has chosen
to leave it to God and to the good
Nature to defend us also. Unfortunately,
for this nation, we have a Government
which only talks of security without tak-
ing any steps about it. Today, out securi-
ty is under severe strain and when I was
reading the Address, I was hoping that
when they mentioned about it, and I
repeat, they would tell us what our nuc-
lear policy is, the Government would tell
us what our missile policy is, and the
Government would tell us who the pow-
ers behind Pakistan are who arc creating
problems for us. No. Timidity is the
hallmark of this Government. In every
challenging situation it is timid and re-
fuses to react and tell about the situation
to the country as a whole.

Madam, today a new situation is aris-
ing before the world and that new situa-
tion is that Pakistan is not by itself a
factor so far as our security is concerned.
If Pakistan were a factor by itself, I
think, Indians can take care of it in a
good way. Pakistan is today backed by a
powerful nation, America. I want to draw
your attention I think, in this House wc
have talked about this in the past also to
what is called Hank Brown Amendment.
Now, again, it is in a quandary for no
reason or for other reasons. They arc
now seeing that Pakistan is still on the
same path as it was, it has never aban-
doned that.

Last October it was said that America
was going to supply to Pakistan arms
worth about 380 million dollars. Well, I
think, wc can take care of that also. I am
not worried about that. I am worried
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about the spelling of a new world order. 1
am worried about the way effort is being
made to enter South Asia in a new
fashion. While appearing before a Senate
Committee, Madam, Raphcl, whose
name is known to us, had given a very
detailed and comprehensive evidence.
She was pleading for the Hank Brown
Amendment. What did she say? She
minced no words. She said, "Pakistan has
been a valued friend all these times with
the U.S., for nearly five decades, and has
helped Washington for moderation in the
troubled part of the world where religious
extremism can threaten stability of the
region and beyond." This is the central
point, the central point which decides the
strategy of Pakistan and also the strategy
of America more than of Pakistan. Once
again, they look at Pakistan that it will go
and serve their interests in this region.
When Soviet Union was dismembered,
when the Afghanistan war was over, wc
had assumed, wrongly that strategical in-
terest of the U.S. in this area has ended.
Wc had assumed that from now onwards
whatever interest that it would have in
this region would be of economic inter-
est, an interest in the market and the
interest in exploting us economically. But
no. The priority is no more the market.
The priority, so far as South Asia is
concerned, is once again this region and
its importance strategically. Madam, it
was not only South Asia now. Eyes arc
being cast on Central Asia. I think, those
eyes were always there because they al-
ways felt that Central Asia is so rich in
minerals and in all natural resources and
promises a market where Americans must
enter. Therefore, in this situation of
Central Asia, in their perception, Iran
occupies a very pivotal position. 1 am not
making any guess and I am again quoting
what Raphcl told the Senate Committee.
She said, "Pakistan has strategic and
cultural reasons for wanting to play a
constructive role in Central Asia and as a
moderate Islamic State, Pakistan is often
seen as an alternative model to Iran in
Central Asia while India is particularly
interested in developing a land transport



343 Motion of Thanks ~ [RAJYA SABHA]
corridor through Iran to the Central Asia
and that is where the pressure comes in."
They do not want India to have a cor-
ridor through Iran and through Turk-
menistan. This is a fortunate develop-
ment and, I think, it is evidence of the
vision of those nations who have also
seen through the game of America. Re-
cently, wc have entered into agreements
with both Iran and Turkmenistan to have
a land route open to Central Asia. Cent-

ral Asia's strategic interests and Central
Asia's economic interests have to look
two ways: one, towards India through

- Iran; and, two, towards Russia. This is
the lesson of history that the Central Asia
has learnt. Central Asia has also learnt
the lesson in their internal development.
Yesterday and the day before yesterday
the intervention came from the foreign
imperialisms through this route which is
just now sneaking through Pakistan. We
arc also looking at our own interests.
Therefore, the situation is that America
is trying to see that this type of relation-
ship India is trying to develop with Iran
and Central Asia should be destroyed
and sabotaged via Pakistan by strengthen-
ing Pakistan, by arming Pakistan, by
making it a country which can stop our
passage into Central Asia and also, at the
same time, to see that a stage must come
when the entire Central Asia must lie at
the feet of America and for this, they are
also trying to bully Russia as well. When
I am talking about Russia, I am, again,
not guessing. Madam, nor am I postulat-
ing. Raphel told the Committee...

"Any resumption of export of nuc-
lear power reactors or missile re-
lated equipment and technology to
India would be of concern to us.
So, in 1992, we applied economic
sanctions on Russian Space Agency
for the export of rocket engine
technology. We have since reached
an agreement with Russia on an
arrangment under which Russia ter-
minated transfer of technology on
the rocket engine deal and we lifted
the sanctions on Russia."
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This is the picture emerging for our
security. Even if the technology is trans-
ferred to us, America will go all the way
to take action against Russia as well.
Raphel further added,

"We have continued regular discus-
sions regarding non-proliferation in
South-East Asia with Russia which
is many of our concerns and Rus-
sia's imminent membership of the
missile control regime is another
disincentive for Russia to provide
missile related assistance to India."

This is the situation. Fortunately in the
last two months a situation has arisen
now that Russia is standing up. Russia is
not standing up because of what is hap-
pening in our part. Russia is now seeing
the expanding dreams of NATO to come
to the borders of Russia. They are al-
ready entering Poland Czechoslovakia
and other countries to try to threaten the
Russian security. Even President Yeltsin
has to say, "This and no more." Since he
is saying 'this and no more', I think our
security dimension also undergoes a
change. This expansion of NATO, I
think, is something which we must always
keep in mind. It is very interesting for me
to say that all the time the Americans
were telling us that they looked at China
with a great deal of concern and not
anything more. I quote the same report
and I quote the official document of
America wherein Raphel told the Com-
mittee again,

"Pakistan's traditionally close rela-
tionship ~ with  China  remained
strong despite the gradual rap-
prochement between China and
India. Pakistan particularly values
its Chinese ties as source of both
moral and material support. Action
prompted us to impose in category-
2 sanctions on both the countries in
1993. All the same Pakistan has
already received the M-1ls."

So I am quoting Americans. I am
quoting an American officer that M-lls
have already reached there. 1 would like
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to repeat once again what I said in the
beginning that if M-lls have come there,
then what is our response? I would have
liked to know if the nuclear cooperation
is going on with China and when Ameri-
ca tells us so, then what is our response
and what do we wish to do about this
situation? The whole of the last year
whenever we talked here—unfortunately
for more than a year there has been no
debate in this House on foreign affair-
s—the Government has escaped from all
types of discussions which would have
mainly pointed out these things. So. 1
would take this opportunity to tell the
House that this is the situation. Mr.
Talbot came here. He had long talks with
the Prime Minister. The Prime Minister
told us that Mr. Talbot had assured him
to his satisfaction. Raphcl, of course,
came several times. The history is known;
I need not repeat. Then wc know the
Prime Minister of India met President
Bill Clinton and gave us a happy new's.
He thought that everything was over.
Then the Secretary of Defence came here
and some sort of defence agreement was
also signed. Our Defence Secretary went
there recently after the Hank Brown
amendment was passed. He came down
satisfied and said that everything was
fine. They told us." Do not worry. Pakis-
tan's nuclear programme will be capped."

It came to Pressler's lot Senator
Pressler who again in the same Commit-
tee said, and It is very interesting. He
asked the officials of America. Mr.
Presslcr wanted Pakistan to provide veri-
fiable written guarantee that it had cap-
ped its nuclear programmes and that in
future U.S. assistance would not be used
for furthering its nuclear programmes,
nuclear delivery programmes, and that
Pakistan should provide written guaran-
tees that no military an civilian officials
will provide assistance that further the
military or nuclear programmes of the
terrorist country, meaning Iran. This is
what was asked by Sen Presslcr. A reply
was given to him also and the reply
makes a very interesting reading. The
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reply said and again it was Raphael who
replied; while asking for the waiver, she
said that "Pakistan had never," never—I
repeat, "never—explicitly assured U.S.
that it would not develop nuclear
weapons in return for cooperation in the
80s. During the cold war one of the
major fronts for the U.S.A. was the
Soviet Union and Afghanistan. A very
important and, in fact, crucial ally for us
and the whoic operation was. of course,
Pakistan. And the need to bolster Pakis-
tan meant taking a very real risk in the
cold war struggle. At the same time we
were engaged in efforts to persuade
Pakistan not to go down the nuclear path
bi.it there was no explicit guid pro quo"
No quid pro quo. Therefore, all the time
that General Zia followed the pursuit, he
got his pound of flesh from America. He
made two conditions. He said, 'T will help
you regarding, Afghanistan. Let Pakistan
become the base for America
for operation in Afghanistan but, one,
you will not talk of democracy in Pakis-
tan and two, you will not disturb our
nuclear pursuits.'" This quotation that I
have given you, Madam, bears enough
testimony to that. The two Presidents,
i.e.. President Bush to a lagc extent and
President Reagan were giving false cer-
tificates to their own Congress that Pakis-
tan's nuclear programme was not going
on. And now the cat is out of the bag.
Now, we know what was happening
there. When this came to my notice I
wrote a letter to our Prime Minister.
Unfortunately, my letter was not replied
to. I wrote to him and asked, in view of
what has been said in this evidence and
in view of this new situation that now
confronts us when this Hank Brown
amendment has been approved, is our
security credible? Can wc possibly say
with certainty that we fee! safe? No
reply. I repeat the same question because
this was not the only situation which
ended last year. This is the situation
which is going to face us everyday, evcry-
timc. And I ask the Government, I hope
the Government comes here with some-
thing more than the level that I am facing
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here because nobody in a responsible
position is sitting here would really even
note down what I am saying to tell the
Government that somebody is talking
about security and about the foreign poli-
cy. Therefore, I ask Mr. Bhardwaj to go
outside the Law Ministry for a minute
and ask the Prime Minister what I am
asking here—Is our security credible?
When all this is happening in Pakistan, is
it that there is no danger to our security?
There is one more dimension to our
security situation as well.
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SHRI INDER KUMAR GUIJRAL:
The threat to our security, Madam, does
not end here. And [ think the hon.
House should know about it. In para 7 of
the President's Address he has said and I
quote, "In the North-East several in-
itiatives have been taken to tackle the
economic backwardness of the region,
etc. etc." Purulia is also in or close to the
North-East and some weapons were
dropped there. What was  dropping
down? It only says in the beginning of
the Address and I think there could not
be more casual treatment of the issue.
The President's Address says that all
steps are being taken to ensure effective
policing of the air corridors of the coun-
try. What docs it mean?

It means, up till now there was no
effective policing of the air corridors of
the country. And when they were talking
about corridors, what was happening on
the roads of Delhi? Somebody comes
with a lorry-load of weapons and lands in
Delhi. Somebody flics over Purulia and
drops arms there. This is what was
caught. Up till now, despite the leader of
the CPI resigning from the Standing
Committee on this issue nobody has told
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us who was on the receiving end, how the
arms were being distributed, what type of
threats were coming to us. This is the
situation in the North-East. Madam, I
can share one piece of information with
you, and that is, one of the Ambassadors
of a very important country—and I think
I should not name him and I think it is a
rather 'the important' country—when he
was retiring from office, he came to meet
me and he said, T can tell you, Mr.
Gujral, one thing. The danger to the
future of India is not so much in Kash-
mir, it is in the North-East. And that is
where we arc totally not conccncd, and
that is where wc are not taking any
notice of developments taking place
there. In this country, neither in the
media nor in this House or in that House
wc have ever discussed what is happening
in Burma. In the last three years—and
this information was given to me by no
other than the Chinese themselves—arms
worth 3 billion dollars had been supplied
to Burma by China. In the last three or
four years a complete road has been laid
on which tanks can travel, which links
Rangoon with Yunnon. All the bridges
have been fortified and therefore, every-
thing can travel here. Recently, there was
a .Seminar held here and I must thank
George Fernandes for that. It focusscd
on Burma. We did rightly talk about the
democracy there. Wc rightly talked about
the Suu Kyi and the future of that
country. But wc did not realise, and wc
don't want to talk about it now even,
what is happening in the security dimen-
sion of Burma. Imagine the situation,
Madam, where today the Burmese army
is the third largest army in this region.
Five lakhs of people are in arms. There
billion dollars worth of armaments have
been supplied. The road is there. And
now the most important thing is, a new
Navel Base is being built, called the Coco
Island Base near Andamans. So, now,
you sec a new situation. I am reminded
of an incident which happened years ago
when I had the privilege of representing
this country as Ambassador in Russia in
1978. I can now share it with you. It is no
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more on official secret. I was asked by
the (hen Defence Minister, Shri C. Sub-
ramaiain to check up with the Russians if
India should have nuclear submarines. I
went to meet Admiral Grechkov. Admi-
ral Grechkov, Madam, as this House
would know, was the mother and father
of the Soviet Nevy and a very good
friend of mine at the personal level also.
I asked him, "Admiral, what is your
advice? Should we have nuclear submari-
nes? He turned round and said, 'Tell me
two things. What are your plans for the
future?' If your defence is only for coast
to coast, no nuclear submarines are
needed. But if you have something else
in mind then, of course, it is different.
You tell me that first.' I told the Admi-
ral, "You are a friend of mine. I do not
understand army affairs. As a friend you
tell mc what India should do.' And he
told me something which I never forget.
In 1978, 20 years back nearly, he told me
that, China by then had twenty nuclear
submarines and had the capacity to add
two more every year. What is their exact
number now, you can calculate yourself.
And then he turned to me and asked a
question: 'Who are these submarines for?
Surely, China is not thinking of attacking
Australia. Surely, China is not thinking
of stopping our way to the Pacific or the
Russian way to the Pacific. Mr. Ambas-
sador, keep in mind that the ultimate
objective is to come across the straits and
make a base near Andamans. And once
that base is made, you look at your
future.' you arc in a pincer. Karachi has
already a base. You have a base in Coco
Island. Burma is already armed. Tibet
deployment has already taken place. And
we happily sleep here, and we happily
turn our eyes to our Prime Minister who
represents this nation, who never wants

to share anything with us...............

who docs not want to tell the nation what
the dangers arc to this country on the
nucler front.

Last year, I was invited to America to
speak at two very important think-tanks
of that country. The subject given to me
was: 'Dilemma of Indian security'. I spelt
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out all this to them. I asked the intellec-
tuals there: 'Please tell me what India
should do?. I told them: 'Your Defence
Secretary went to China last year and he
asked China to take care of South Asia; I
strongly objected. In the audience that
was present on that day, there was a
representative of the State Department
also. He got up and said: 'You are
attaching undue importance to this casual
statement'. But casual statements are not
made by a Defence Secretary. Casual
statements arc not made in countries like
china. All these statements do mean
something. Therefore, [ asked them:
'Please tell mc what should be our poli-
cy?. We arc faced with a serious situa-
tion. About Burma, I have spelt out. In
regard to Pakistan, Raphael herself has
spelt out. The situation in Tibet is al-
ready known to us.

Madam, the point is—of course, we
want friendship with China: wc do not
want to fight with them—no country,
much less India, can ever afford to sleep
over its security concerns We have a past.
We have a history,, Whenever wc were
oblivious to the security problem, wc had
to pay a very heavy price for it. Such a
situation is there today. Unfortuan-
tcly—this is our difficulty—here is a Gov-
ernment which does not want to even
talk about it, leave alone felling us about
it. The President's Address wants us to
sleep over it. It says: 'Everything is fine;
go home and rest; Nature would take
care of us; After all, we arc God-fearing
people and, therefore, God would take
care of us'.

The tragedy of Indian diplomacy, basi-
cally. Madam, is that it has no institution-
al framework. It is only some officers in
the Prime Minister's Office and some
officers in the Foreign Office who decide
everything. Last year, i.e. in 1995, in this
very House, the Prime Minister promised
that he was going to set up a National
Security Council. I reminded him three
times about this. I had raised this point in
every meeting of the Consultative Com-
mittee. I had raised this point in every
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meeting of the Standing Committee.
There is no response. At one stage, when
I asked him about it, when I reminded
him about it—it is not that India did not
have a National Security council -earlier;
the V. P. Singh Government had set up a
National  security Council—the Prime
Minister had retorted by saying that there
was a National Security Council, but that
it was unsatisfactory; it was also some-
thing like the CCPA. But the irony of the
whole thing is that the Prime Minister
docs not have even the CCPA. For a
year and a half now, the cabinet Commit-
tee on Political Affairs docs not exist,
due to some internal problems in the
party.

Therefore, Madam, we do not have a
National Security Council. We do not
maintain a string ofc this type of estab-
lished think-tanks which the country
needs. No. Nothing. That is why we rise
he;c to make this point. Contemporary
diplomacy and contemporary  security
concerns arc very complex. They not only
require specialisations. They also require
a number of think-tanks.

Mr. Atal Bihari Vajpayee and myself
were there in China together. Mathurji
ws also there. There we had met some of
their large think-tanks. China has a large
number of think-tanks. In fact, there
were 1300 people working in one of the
think-tanks. But here, we do not have
even a single think-tank.

SHRI SANGH PRIYA GAUTAM:
Only one person.

SHRI INDER KUMAR GUJRAL: He
knows everything.

SHRI SANGH PRIYA GAUTAM:
Excepting him, nobody else in his party
knows about his party. (Interruption!;)

SHRI AJIT P. K. JOGI: How do you
know? (Interruptions)

st e i wiiew: R 91 < & w9 &
1 H9 B 72 ... (FIETH)
STAMFH(GART RIS @9S):  TIaq
ST, I A | 9gd SAT&T dlei ¥ o7l i)
SRIES
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SATQT | I& Sl BT BTl I W 371 & | GTg
Y | ....(FGHT)

2} AgeEA st a1e H 9N B o A
Tel |fey |

sft YFERNT 3FMET: 319 A RATST A% o
AHTE |

SHRI INDER KUMAR GUIJRAL:
Madam, the point I am making is that
security challcgges arc grave and serious.
And I repeat, they arc grave and serious.

Since our Finance Minister is very fond
of quoting couplets of Urdu, I also re-
mind him of a couplet from the same
poet, Igbal:

T FSIAT 1 e ST, Y fe ket arl,
TR ST I 41 7 BRA, SR H |

And that is something which our Gov-
ernment refuses to understand.

IYFHTEAE (FARY IS WIS): AT $S
PUcic Hal | SR R I YATgyl
SE
ITAITEE (AR RIS @I9S): TH
ST, 19 S8R SO 79 8 9 qie |
Y arotiot SRt 98 1 fethae 81 w8 87
SIS (HART ARG EUS): WAL © |
A 35 PR T[orRT: R A g1 <l &
T AT I S SRR, Y fe= R g,
TR SRl dab W1 7 R, SRl o |«

My friend here wants me to translate
it. Here it is: "If you don't heed, ye, the
citizens of India, please remember your
story of history; and the future destiny
will be that even history will not record
your destiny." This is a challenge that we
arc faced with.

I was saying a while ago, Madam, that
foreign policy today, dioplomacy today,
security today. Defence today, requires
specializations. It also require think-
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tanks, it also requires an out-looking
policy, it requires a security council, it
needs a chain of think-tanks so that
Defence, Economic Affairs, Culture and
all the wings of diplomacy, can be coordi-
nated somewhere. Who coordinates to-
day? The Prime Minister's Office? Who
coordinates these today is only, perhaps,
the Prime Minister himself, maybe with
one Secretary or so. The saddest part of
the Address—and I close here—is that,
unfortunately, at this stage of history,
when we are looking to the next century,
I was hoping to hear from the Rash-
trapati that he would give us some hope
for the future, and a vision of the future,
more than hope but it is not there. India
is now in a new situation, and the new
situation is that we have now reached a
stage when it is necessary and posible to
construct a political and ideological alter-
native that can take the country forward
to a new era of prosperity of a qualita-
tively more humane, egalitarian, secular,
democratic, ecologically balanced and
sustainable kind than anything we have
known, in the past. In short, it is both
possible and necessary to construct a new
social democracy. And what should be
that new social democracy? That new
social democracy will have to be funda-
mentally different from the old social
decocracy in the social base, in its organ-
isational forms and in its ideological pers-
pectives. The President's Address docs
not show the vision, does not tell us
anything, but standing here, from this
side of the House I promise this future
for the nation when we come and occupy
those offices . Thank you.

SHRI PARAG CHALIHA (Assam):
Madam, one small clarification.
THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (MISS

SAROJ KHAPARDE): Why don't you
speak when your turn comes?

SHRI PARAG CHALIHA: My turn...
AN HON. MEMBER: It never comes!

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN MIS*
SAROJ KHAPARDE): You don't warn
to speak on this?
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SHRI PARAG CHALIHA (Assam):
While agreeing with every contention that
Mr. Gujaral has put forth, I want just a
small clarification from him.

SHRI INDER KUMAR GUJRAL: I

can't hear you. Please speak into the
mike.. .(Interruptions)..

SHRI PARAG CHALIHA: Madam,
in the course of his reference to Purulia,
I think the speaker made a reference to
the North-Eastern situation also, which
might be interpreted by interested parties
as Purulia being in the North-East. It is
not.

SHRI DIGVIJAY SINGH: Only East.

SHRI INDER KUMAR GUIJRAL:
Well, certain things you don't look at in
terms of geography.

SHRI PARAG CHALIHA: No, 1
don't mean that.

SHRI INDER KUMAR GUJRAL: 1
did speak in terms of strategy. And I for
one feel that from Chicken Neck on-
wards, the entire area has to be looked at
collectively. The arms deopped in Purulia
may not be meant for Purulia, and that is
where I demanded from the Government
to tell us for whom these were meant.
Neither was there a statement in the
House nor was it clarified in the Address.

SHRI PARAG CHALIHA: My idea
was to get it more clarified.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (MISS
SAROJ KHAPARDE): Shri Moolchand
Mecna.

IT[HTLAE (PRI ARIS |@1I): &1 JeTa<
Hio |

it o Wom (JORM):  SU9HEdE
RIS b gHY Xrgufa S o9 S
rfrTyor fr iR S+l g=gare & fow o
STTET TS S ) URATd ¥ B, $9P AT §
H P I1d o1 dredl g | H AU 91 IR
Pés, SO UES TSURT Sff & IO B
S dfthal @1 3R ST ATET |

ITANIFE  (FAR [RS @I9S): HOn
ST, 3ATIeT a1 TRY Bl A Ugd g9 4t 3
kg3
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FIdE BT & | Y |HEH 377! 9Tl & 9gd
A Rl & M & | A MY F IR BN
319 <Herd # Fiferg |

it Hetarwe Wom: FA,5 HIRT TS B BT
% o # 9ga 81 |erd | qie] | S Igufy Sif Bl
AR URhT 8,3 § 71 a1 Wik R 8T §
| S B8] AT 5-“TRBR B ANl F <27 B
TR BT AN YRR gaT B, Sl
U1 &FAT BT A GAT ©,9% Pl WD
I Geg Afave 3R D! ST-Tahdr §
ffea € | Rreor wre TR aut & SRTA o o
FHYOT B AL AT SR R B
IR= T 2,98 I B Ioodd Hias @l iR
STIAR P |

FeH,39 BTW & 31X fquel & by AT
AR ¥ BS 91 pal & | H O AT qel |
YE PEAl Al & APl w b g
REGE 1a it &1 9e1g < A1fRT 39 AfuTeor
P IHI R HFifh o9 RRFERM S 7 7 P
TeTTHAT &t Gt HwTell off S9 9T WRA @t
fRufy o oft, B9 a1 aRd, a1 wRa o,k
fRufy & wra o iR 3o Ui A1 & 91€ 8H
frer fRufar # uga €,99 9 € 1§ aus! I8
AT A 3 g A1e U el o1 1991 9 RIGE
<19 St 7 Gt | off ... (aer)

TH AF- 9e: S99 99T gHiordl T8l
T3 AT | ....(TAYTH). ..

i Herae Mom: A4, I8 A SN a1 R
g ©,98 QUIE S S 9 anli 3 el
W E | . (TIH)...

#Y ST FE ARR: SHd1 HEAl § P
RTSTg T ... (). .

IUATE (FHARY AT WIS): SRIY,ATYR
|24, I8 914 984 TTeid & 319 ANl H | 519 319
TN g1l © o S8R | IS SIBICTd! 781 Hdl
3R S 3oR ¥ dleld & ol MY Rl SIhrerd!
PR B2 I8 eI 91 & | 99 3179 78] Ared o
UG T AEIR A Fols dRA Bl
...(FG)....
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ST (FARY AT WIS): DS AT
& BRAT | .(FEHH)..3MT by T |
...(GHT)....

it Feras Hom: M S, TR+ foar
2,99 919 BI 3R §H Hg o1 39 941 Yool
PR T? PR - DI & SUATSAT,SH! 91l A
BT Y | A9 HT RIS-gRI5 DI a1 P 67
SAfTT T STU™ SIAT =991 9T T &, T &
JMT WA B?

ft %" g 7iiaw: oY WRER B 91 Be,Th
I B 910 A9 Fe | IWHR ARD I 991 8 |
..(TAIM)....

it R~ AR R ST w9 Sl €
S¥feTy gl dic <TEl gsd | @ o & b
=M B @ feoem fewm €
...(STGT)...

2} erae Wom: JH,4 I8 $T IET AT 9
1991 F ARG HLSH 9T Uo§ & 3ex
JMIHATE BT T 7 K& AV,3H H T &
H arerifa UST B VT o), S & IS} HHSA Bl
91 Tl I8! oA, Hed & 91 T e o a1y
3T < ITATERTT § IRI 3R A ARG [eRT gl
o7 | VT oAl o1, WRA AIfdad w49 &
<D 8U, YIS 4RI b Al THs 8l O | <
P e AT SOk &1 78 o | T9 B
fearforan Rufay # =RE g S A g e 1 3w
% 3feR faaell ga1 &1 HeR A BT TAT AT |
R YR 9Rg @R & 9§ $of e §
qRewma ot &,fRarforn w89 &t g
B €,99 UeR & uRd 3 AT 8 TS
o), f et 519 &AW Ui A1 & 919 39
WREBR B IUALT TEJ § a1 It & o S Ugel
e AHSIR¥E < B AN Hers o &
NI gg e g |

Y8 A DI ST & RIS G Sff Bl b
Y P 37ex IfidHarg oig YoTd H Tl IET o,
USTET ¥ OO P AJAR A BRI
Y, AR P ATIAT Y2 B TS 3R 2D
e sl & &R damIdl % A HRIY Y |
g1 g3 oY, 31T agl WY ¥ 8 | SRR &
IR ft A UeR ¥ WReR 7 s fhar
2,39 g8 o <8l € % ggt ot gords o
AT & g ufhar Seg aR® ERf iR
STH-HER ol 2T 81 1T
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PR B A &1 & gRomm € f5 &
3T aTe W GTHRI R I8 & | o 3R 4TS &
AfTE 39 T BT dls & fIT 39 991 & iR
A9 O W@ B,9mIeiRie <1 o™ @ &S
I gt BIRET & B 8 | gafore #9
Pg1 o7 fob RRYE 19 St B D! goS 3
AR fob S 39 < BT U ¥47 31 3N
w9 ¥ Hogd fRAr | HeH,EERT I UH
gHfRYE <91 ¥ 3R gHfRYear @t gARY o
Hif7 € Sus fwg Sex, g a1 &
TAPBMT TPHR Sl GRAT &, 511 S BT A B
RGT <, d 1T & 31T < H ST B DI 1
PRA & AEEle  Afdal dn o eRe
ARG < § B AN &1 5 T8, B8 Hi-
el b T 3R &b Tl TT,$7 ABIEHID
T B ST H | FH ST AN Bl A1
e § 5 59 IR o & 3R 6w
TBR ¥ AN STl Y, 7R T, DHE(-bel <1 §Y
3R T P 3fex AHIGTRIGAT B f8x hells T8
| 337 & b 3SR 1984 & 1 B 91 81 X&T
| § are faamr =g & 1984 & <31 gU aifd
ATETRIGAT BT I ST XA-ITT & ATH A
TS TS,RA-ATAT & HIH A ST 1991 § 31T
SIS R CA CRIS TS CUI R G ASTEE|
foperT Al @l ST TS o | § B A $
forar <iTT R @ 7 ARIEIREAT @ ST
PereEe,gd 3R WIfd & W W AR Bl
Raarp oft pRATE B |

IRy S 319+ IYTYoT § 1T fahT
P IR A R7ep fopar € | arfior o & fore s
TRBR 7 37 a9 30,000 BIIS HUT WA B
P 910 FE! T | HSH, IR Tal BT <9 7 3R
ST 70 Ufera STHar Al P ey W&l B |
RIRT ST9 T Ges 81 81N, 9 I 89 I8 el
A Fhd 6 AR BT AP gan 8,9RA
fapreeiiel 97 € | MR &7 faerd T g9 o9
T F UG AGHT BT AH wI F Ol
T et S | ST 9@ g9 e wae
faprT Tl B Aol 3P U 59 WRBR F S
PHgH IBTT &,d ARTET & | §H 30,000 RIS
YUY S AT il
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& e R @d & I8 ¥ 172,000 AT Bl
ISR & ATe ST HRTY SIG |

ERBI & aR | H 1 a1 b 1991
H,919 39 AXPHR BT To gall A,Al 59 FHI
BRI YERWITT B 1 (AR &7 39 99 I8
B 17 T 81 718 oY | 311 39 WRBR gRT
AR @1 T8 3N Al & gRUMMEy g9
HETEDITT Bl SR A1 IR F 99 ufrerd & g
IS ¥ | U8 5 ol Suafd) € ? 98 IRBR Bl
S &, aRPR B M Mt @t Suetey
g

T STEA & IR § 9 AFAUTYOT & BT
T € 3R H 39 WS & A AEAT Bl T
TG e STSTET & FHY BN QIR IedTe
P T RARY o2 O] & T SART G
JTe Pt 50 Hfera e o |

ot fore fRufar o € &9 2 o1t &9 191 faforas
T SIS B B | gBR-IC b BHR U foher=r
27 ST AR U 40 FAfera e Iwr-%<ia 8
2 | TP §HT AT 59 1970-71 &b TUAD H BH
ST ¥ g HIT A, AT g BI<T oA1,39 g
P U 89 S7h A= e & B U B A
3R T AT B FeT-TTe 3 S o | 99 8RR
291 P geTTHAT S et w7 gRa-wifa
P ART G, & IRUFRGSY N IR
el & 3fex Rord YR & | I8 ST &1 yRom
g

HREYT, T &Y a1 ¥ I 78 arel Al By
TR 3ITSTTE & 9T 50 Tirerd o, 31l TRGR
P BRIBH AR N B BRI TR TSTH
re 27 wfrerd fean 9 It § | 8RN WRBR A
TR ge  BrRibE o) U 8,98 99 &
gRomE & | gelear, NI e & BRI DI
F% IR A Ar] fFar i E-umior ISR
IS $ gRI,E1 H STA-3MTYfT 1o b §I]T,
el st § s faaRoT Tomelt % g |
AT, TGS~ faaRoT yomel & gRT Ramardh
R IR Tl BT IGY SUALT BRIS T § | 3
ABR - Y8 BT HRIHT v+ g/ § forar &
3R P e TR AFH MY |
T ST B AMTLIHAT Bl & | H FRIEAT St
P 337 91 b fIV fay ®u & g=uare 31
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AT 3 T ST U= X& dTel 31 3rhe
B B & A I Tl Al & forg g et
ST JISTT ....(AFET)

i AR 81 I8 Ul & AT W
IS BT YT & | Y JITTHAT DI g1
TREE?

3} gerae Hom: § R & PRIHA B 91
FR 3BT ¢ | ¥ ST S1aT TSI &1 a7 B &
gl

st <" B i WeR F1 I R E 2
AN IE1 3R TIEIATE ol &1 ?

N JPR=X paR Rrem: smuedr s
()

it Ferar< Ao TaH S, WRER | S fbar
&3] ! 1 71 381 &, Al ORI | 3 < B
HRBR 1 1985 H SII ST SATATRT TSI AR Dbl
off,1995 IF IHk AT 20 ARG FAHH Y
N I | 39 AHR 1 T A & 3fa% 1,000
PRIS WYY B R IGHR 10 ARG HB I
DY IS GTS € ...(AAT) ATIDT ST IS
TE B R | S AT MHTY B B & 1
TET 8,3 AN Bl Heh firer ¥ | 319 R 31
&3l # T8 9 2,80 &3 @ a a1 § 78l
ST § ol Rreeor SH dr w-itelt ot
BIBR 3T § | YD & H Al ANl Pl HHH
el € ....(caem)

3 Rraaror R 89R o7 4 99 %2 &,q11
Il H OAE e § L.(aUE) 9l HEl
fege ¥ 81 99 ¢ &,89R WA H &9 &,
oo (ST

STAMFH(GART WIS @IS):  <fa,d
SO ST TART BRP AW 8,37 IR 4
CIHICTH! PREB ITP] HHYST PR I8 & | HIX
H 3T PEIT & [ Y TA MBS I8 8 |

3t Rrqarvr R q8ear, i daEe R @ |
HH TR T8 TG 3T I | ....(FIET)

A Ferars Aom: M S, Rraeror St
PI g8 Y 6 wM a9 § 781 a9 €
GG )

it Rraerv g sAR 59 4 B 990§
TRIET b HHH |

[RAJYA SABHA]

on the Presidents Address 360

it qerers WM. HE AT, TR TS b &5
# off 39 WRDHR 7 95 91 Ul g1RI ol &
| 98l ST FARIC -3 # §8 wereL$e N
qTel,$B AFRNE AN Heoll Y §Y &, 371
ool B forar T & |

Rg Al BILIS[es RS AN
B,USYeS TS & AT BT ST BT | &
TE <O o {6 g B axdT 99 S, B
AR &% T 991 S9N | g < faa £2

IV (PRI WS @hs): Hion
ST, 39T 9Tl % UTH 98 HH 94 © | A-T R
J M s € fop e # amaet S Hid)-
AT 91 g & SHB] IATSYIN,GTHT B MY
ol SITSUIT | ST JAIhT WY FHTETT 27T AR oI
W} T8 TS A H AT BT ST |

# gera= Hom: e § few, H wses
BIEg & IR H BT A | IS & oS
g, gford a7t & <Rl & St 813 €,9%d € STa!
qgrs # o wrag &) Sl o) 98 B o, S
39 WROR 7 TSTAT & | 399 39 T P 20 TG
BTH AT BT 3R X2 ot S9a B fe=m T
g | ugal 79 BTl @I BRed @l BEgRl 280
BV el o 3@ 425 TUU R A TS B 1S
TPIER ST 125 HYT 2 SHHT 180 HIT B 3T
T | S TR q9HT & ST gferd 9 & AT §
SEEAEREARARERECHI

¥ deof e &1 RAE & IR F N e
A1 § | I81 90 gU AT 9aw Sl 9 9
IR-IR §9 91 B! HE 8 & [P 3 WHR 7
FB el frar,Aed HHeH o & SRR o
THRIY 3T | YD WRBR A HSol HHIIE Bl
SN BRA DI G Dol | Afeb ATHT AT BRA
BT AIBT T 21?7

IITE (AR RIS W9S): TS agS
g |

it qerare Hom: § GH PR ETE |

¥ U8 P8 V&1 AT 39 WAR 7 Hsof HHIIH
3 RUE M 59 T 4 ar] 31 [F 9!
ST ¥ PR B oTT,90 BRI B STHARAT
A 3B YRS fhar € 781 | 98 WS R @
et ek
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et a1 afRor & | ¥, e o & Rigiat
R 125 df el SIRic #91E o ¥ € erfE eiR
T REm % "=m 9-
AT, ToTferes, 31fEre uRae & forg S91
3R fager § FRisH 81 2 € | I8 IREBR et
ST & el IR AHIRT, 311 3iR IToTifaed
R BRAT A8 8, o § =g fb fuer
& AN Bl TSI HRAT AT AR TR W@
Sft &1 39 91t & fory 9eg <= =nfev fs Ri¥E
MG S, HES PH B SATET R © | Y F
ISTER0T & WY 4 A1 AR | TR D a1
HIHPF T PG E | AU I B P
IR F 1.9, 0. P TWRPR & | T87 fopa
YR & | feucdel & o6 T @ 8 1 S9&
qrags W yeER e @ 99 aRd © |
AfPT 19 R 9 T8I, RIE @ SN T Bed
SO & ¥R e &1 i I8 3o $eq &
| I B BHAR 41 AN € | Tl IR e
9t & ST J1eue 8,38 b AIed de faal-
g1 WEM & foy e | 9 s ©
RTT ardt & 3reel | SKBLIS Tl o
JMUPHT MY AfIHeT G & IE el | had &l
HEM BT ATcd PR AT | 399 MY TR
fyerr =med €7 ¥R A oy ford & 8k I8
YETIR 397 AN BT QTS |

ITFHTEE (PR TR TUTS): WSl A5
3T | SRAT,IR H AT R AN § | 31 g
THY o1 SIG AT STDT B AN RIT Bl |

it erae Wom: Few, § U 91d AR HEAl
TGN, EE AU 1 FHIG DR BT § | A1
@1 h ATl STR bel TG b g ARBR b
I Iomifae w@red @ gl & fog
ATHETRIGAT B WG BT STex Al & 3fex
et feam o | T Y & O AW R 39 aRE |
femg-qfem-Rig 5918, T qER & g 8§ |
39 UHR B UG o b g H R TS
B N T Pg Ghe WRBR & %O MY afp
I Hahel B FaRo =R @ St @ i
F PR &1 I8 T FRIAP el BR UTT, ST
PBRIGH AU B H form &R a8 <o =+
T & MR W TRRE 19 S ©F i At
g,
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IfE Tl SV BT I ol I < FfeEa
9 H 3 SITHR AT 8I,AE! a1 H Bl
EIENIEY

STATHS(GART RIS WIS): Tga-aa
T g=IaTg Hion Sff | 9ga |eY § 377 g
EISEARECI SIS

SHRI R. MARGABANDU (TAMIL
NADU): Madam Vice-Chairman, 1 ex-
press my thanks for having given me this
opportunity to speak on this subject. The
reading of the President's Address re-
minds me of a couplet: "Politicians think
of next election, and statesmen think of
next generation."

SHRI SANGH PRIYA GAUTAM:
Kindly repeat it.

SHRI R. MARGABANDU: Politi-
cians think of next election and statesmen
think of next generation. Almost all the
projects which have been enumerated in
this Address started only from the year
1995, perhaps, with an eye on the 19%
elections. I want to compare the Presi-
dent's Address with the speech given by
him on 25th January, 1996—the message
to his country—in which he referred to
the patronage and the development of
the nation. But most of his speeches are
silent in this Address. I do not know the
reason for this. Perhaps, this Presidential
Address is the mouthpiece of the ruling
party. In paragraph 4 of the Address,
it has been stated: "The law and order
situation in the country has been under
control." In paragraph 5, it has been
said: "Terrorism and insurgency have
been curbed." I would like to thank
Mr. Inder Kumar Cujral, who has
pointed out the danger around this
country. Danger from Sri Lanka to Tamil
Nadu and to the coastal areas has also to
be taken into consideration. Our hon.
Chief Minister had asked for twelve
crores of rupees for the Coastal Guards.
Letters have been written to the Central
Government. But so far, the request of
the State Government has not been
considered at all. While wc arc claiming
that the law and order problem is under
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control, it is suprising to hear some of the
political parties in Tamil Nadu saying that
the law and order problem has crashed
and the Tamil Nadu Government has to
be dismissed. The Address states like this
whereas the Congress (I) party in the
State has been saying that the law and
order machinery has developed cracks
and the State Government of Tamil Nadu
has to be dismissed. That is the strategy
of the Government. One of the Congress
leaders, who was an cx-Mcmbcr of this
august body, has been levelling the same
allegation consistently, but no step has
been taken to refrain him from doing
this. Now it is a fact that nothing has
been said about the welfare of women. It
is very well known in the whole of India
that female infanticide has been prevalent
and female children arc being killed. Our
Government has taken a step in that
direction and has introduced the Cradle
Scheme in order to take care of the
female orphan child and this step has
been praised even by Mother Teresa
herself. As a matter of fact though it is
claimed that steps have been taken for
the benefit of women, nothing has been
shown in this Address except saying that
"woman development has been thought
of. As a matter of fact, our Government
4.00 p.m.

is a pioneer and is a guiding star for the
entire country, so to say, for the overall
development of women. And as a matter
of fact, all-womcn-police stations have
started working there. Women-teachers
have been appointed from first to the
fifth standards. All-women cooperative
banks for the development of women,
loans provided for women to make them
self-sufficient and 30 per cent reservation
for women in jobs and elections—these
arc all the steps we have taken there, but
nothing is found in this Address at all.

Regarding old age pensions, it is said
in paragraph: "As the hon. Members
know, the Government has launched the
National Social Assistance Programme to
provide for Old Age Pensions". It is only
on the anvil. It has not come into being.

[RAJYA SABHA]

on the Presidents Address 364

It is rather an election propaganda or so.
But in the meeting of the Consultative
Committee, held recently, the Central
Government has come forward to suggest
some old age pension to the aged people.
But in our State wc are already
implementing that; Rs. 100/- are being
paid every month as a pension to the
aged people. What is the maternity
benefit that is being given to the people
is not mentioned here, whereas in Tamil
Nadu even when the child is in womb,
nutritious food is given, and in that way
maternity is taken care of, and it is being
implemented.

In paragraphs 22 and 24 there was a
mention of the National SCs/STs Finance
Development Corporation and the
National Backward Classes Finance and
Development Corporation. Though it is
there only in the statute, practically it
docs not render any help to persons who
arc in need. Whenever they approach
them, they have to wait for a long time,
may be, till the 50th Plan or so. The
persons who approach, loans arc not
given to them, as a result of which they
arc not able to avail of the loans and they
arc not able to get any benefit out of
them.

Then coming to the INA pension and
also the pension for freedom fighters, for
granting pension, certificates either from
jail authorities or from some other
authorities arc needed. Very often, these
certificates arc absent, and many of the
files have been destroyed even in the
jails. Those files arc not available. As a
result, the persons who have really
rendered the service, at this age arc not
able to get their pensions. So, that also
has to be taken into consideration.

Thanks to the Central Government
which has now adopted the noon-meal
system but our late leader. Dr. MGR
hadintroduced that system for all school
children and that system has also to be
adopted now. Wc are also introducing a
compulsory education system up to the
fifth standard. I appeal to the Central
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Government to take up the compulsory
education system throughout the country.

Again, 1 would like to say that
regarding  reservation for  Backward
Classes no mention has been made in
spite of the fact that several Commissions
have been appointed here. In Tamil
Nadu 68 per cent reservation has been
made for Backward Classes and the most
Backward Classes, thereby a lot of the
bottom class population is getting benefit
out of it.

Then coming to another point, the

drought situation in Tamil Nadu is very,
very acute. I am given to understand that
the  Drought Finance  Commission's
formula is being adopted and it is in
existence; and at the time of drought the
Central Government should give some
funds, but under the system the amount
has to be repaid. I appeal to you.
Madam, that that system should be
abolished and free contribution should be
given to all the States which arc drought-
ridden and the benefit should go to them.
After all, the benefit is for the
improvement of the nation. There is an
acute drought situation now prevailing in
Tamil Nadu. Our chief Minister has
written to the Central Government for a
grant. That has not been taken into
consideration so for.
Coming to the Cauvery water dispute,
Madam, the Tamil Nadu Government
approached the Tribunal. This Cauvery
water issue is a never-ending problem.
We demanded the constitution of a
tribunal. A tribunal was constituted and
it had given the verdict. As per the
Water Dispute Act that was gazetted.
Once it is gazetted it becomes a law and
it beomes enforceable. But,
unfortunately, often we had to approach
the Tribunal toget an award. Taking
cogniznee of the situation, the Tribunal
had given an award granting 11 tmc. of
water. In spite of that, we had to
approach the Supreme Court and the
Supreme Court, in turn, had directed us
to the Prime Minister. The Prime
Minister had made an order granting 6
tmc. of water. But we have been
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demanding 5 tmc. more of water. Unless
water is given, the entire crop in Tamil
Nadu will be devastated. Thanjavur is
called the granary of India. That is dying
now. I appeal to you, Madam, that we
approached the Tribunal, the Supreme
Court and the Government, but we are
not able to find any solution to that. A
solution has to be found immediately and
the situation has to be defused and more
water is to be given.

There is a mention about the
unemployment  problem. It is there
everywhere in India. But no guaranty has
been given except saying that some loans
have been given. But, at the same time,
when unemployed persons approach the
employment exchanges and other offices
they are not given proper assistance when
they are in need of it. It results in
desperation  among  the  unemployed
youth. In Tamil Nadu those who have
registered their names in the employment
exchanges are given Rs. 50 per month as
stipend for the unemployed period. A
definite amount of loan and other
financial assistance have to be given to
them so as to make them selfdepcndcnt.

Coming to the point of poverty
alleviation, Madam, no details have been
given here as to how poverty can be
alleviated. What 1is the percentage of
people below the poverty line? What are
the steps taken to alleviate their misery?
No concrete things have been given as to
how their lot can be improved. The rich
is becoming richer and the poor is
becoming poorer. There are no steps
mentioned here. It is merely a tall talk
that the Central Government is taking all
steps to alleviate poverty in this country.
But it has not done so. The Government
has failed to take steps for the
development of the nation in all the
dimensions. It is merely keeping mum
without expressing anything. It will lead
the nation to danger. With these words I
conclude my speech, Madam. Thank vou.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (KUMARI
SAROJ KHAPARDE): Shri Ramji Lai.
Absent. Shri Mohinder Singh Kalyan.
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"The expert group on poverty es-
timates, however, suggested a revision in
the methodology on the basis of the
revised methodology and estimated that
39.3% of the population equivalent to
313 million people were below poverty

line." fo U 26 firscy UlSTol

39 UaqUC JU Pedl © b IR BT T F
T 39.3 WRRIT & 3R 3T SFT AR O %8 &
TR §R PR G © | BRI B 1 R 371
faRa g8 £,3M v @, wa saawic &)
I9 # fear € % 10 arg @t 9w # w9
IR B 2 | TRR Sea < & fvdw
B & | TR RIS §R - &1 Sl oled o1,d8
ff ®1 7€ 83N & | Uiideard 9% o Hefed
S Ued S SR A’ & fau S
SO UIEE g 8,99 A sad f$Rie |
STET 1 gfg 8% ATl 81 Bl & | WRPR bedl &
fr 5 wxdie Hoigd 921 € SR el whiwear
AOIGRI & IR W IT 13 AT & A 91 T |
HERTE 3R Hcd H dl 98 23 TR A SATE]
BT 8T E | § I 9redl g [P 59 WA W)
PR AR B | I8 W forETSl A I8 ARPR
ufeet <o 3 o a9 & & 1 R I™
“JYTh TS BT T Ig GROT 8,511 H AP
S AT8AT § | 98 AN 79 IR UR <ol ST B
Tl I8 T AN 89 Pedl © | IGH foren 8-

"...hundreders of thousands of people
have been laid off by companies going
through restructuring, while technology
and competition have kept average in-
comes from rising. The beneficiaries of
this expansion have therefore been the
owners of financial assets and a new class
of  highly  compensated  tcchnicians-
....What occurred was a huge transfer of
wealth from lower-skilled middle-class
American workers to the owners of capi-
tal assets and to a new technological
aristocracy...."

e, 98 FRIBT F AN Hed § | AN I Ig
"The populist backlash against killer capi-

talism is no longer confined to the United
States."
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"In America and Britain, many voices
now assert that stakeholder capitalism is
the more attractive. President Clinton
and the Labour Party leader, Tony Blair,
have both called on companies to behave
with greater social responsibility, Mr.
Blair explicitly adopting the stakeholder
tag, Rober Reich, the Americal Labour
Secretary, who has written admirinly of
German and Japanese capitalism, recent-
ly suggested that firms which failed in
their responsibility to maintain  jobs
should pay more taxes."
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"The need of a constantly expanding
market for its products chases the
bourgeoisie over the whole surface of the
globe. It must nestle everywhere, settle
everywhere, establish connections every-
where."
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"The cheap prices of its commodities
are the heavy artillery with which it
batters down all Chinese walls."
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"All old-established national indus-
tries have been destroyed or are
daily being destroyed. They are dis-
lodged by new industries, whose

introduction becomes a life and
death question for all civilised na-
tions, by industries that no longer
work up indigenous raw material,
but raw material drawn from the
remotest zones."
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SHRI TARA CHARAN MAJUM-
DAR (Assam): Madam, Vice-Chairman,
I thank you for allowing me to take part
in the discussion on the Motion of
Thanks, moved in connection with the
Address of the President, to the Joint
Session of Parliament. The President's
Address assumes importance for what has
not been mentioned in the Address
rather than what it has mentioned. With-
out disrespect to the President, I submit
that the short Address made by the
President, appears to be a propaganda
for the party in power rather than a
reflection of the state of the nation dur-
ing the last one year, which the President
usually projects in the Address to the
Joint Session of Parliament, to be con-
veyed to the people through their re-
presentatives, that is, the Members of
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The Address of the President does
not make any mention of the burning
problem which has plagued the nation for
the last one year. The address does not
make any mention of the corruption at
high places, of the accountability and
transparency in administration. I would
like to express my unhappiness over the
fact that the address has failed to men-

tion any of the burning problems that are

plague Assam and the North-Eastcrn
States. The Address has mentioned that
in the North-Eastern several initiatives

have been taken to tackle the economic
backwardness of the region and that the
North-Eastern Council has emerged as an
effective institution for implementing de-
velopmental activities. The said statement
has no basis in facts. Assam, and for that
matter the North-East, is where it was
before 1947 and nothing has been done
by the North-Eastcrn Council to improve
the position. There are not industries
worth the name in the region in spite of
the fact that the area abounds m natural
resources. It is not to the knowledge of
the people of the region what program-
mes the North-Eastern Council has taken
for industrialising the area. Hundreds of
crotcs of rupees have been spent by the

North-Eastern Council without any visi-
ble developmental projects in the area.
The area is lagging behind the other parts
of the country in all respects. There has
been no developmental activity in the
State of Assam for the last five years.
Road artd bridges are in a very bad shape
for want of repairs. The schoolhouses of
all classes and categories are so dilapi-
dated and there is nobody to look after
their affairs. Hospitals and health centres
are without doctors and other medical
staff. Not to speak of medicines, there

are no such materials as cotton and
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bandages available in the hospitals and
health centres.

Money provided by the Centre for

execution of Centrally sponsored
schemes, such as the malaria eradiction
scheme, is not spent for the purpose for
which the same is meant and as a result,
hundreds

medicines last year. More than 500 tea-

of people died without any

garden labourers died last year as a result
of gastroenteritis and no medical help

was made available to them. Central
funds for development are utilised by the
State Government for payment of salaries
to the

Government employees and the

Government development work suffers.

Corruption has been institutionalised in
Assam where the Government jobs are
openly sold in auction. There is no ac-
countability for

anyone anywhere and

chaos and anarchy prevails. In such a
poor and backward State like Assam, Rs.
200 crores of the Veterinary Department
have been misappropriated by politicians,
bureaucrats and criminals by submitting
false and forged bills and obtaining
of credit. The CBI to

whom some of the cases have been made

forged letters

over has noy been able to muster suffi-

cient courage to take down the state-

ments of politicians

in spite of the fact that there are reports
galore in local papers showing the com-
plicity of the politicians and political lead-
ers in the crime. The people at large
believe that these political and Govern-
mental heads are being protected by pow-
ers that be in Delhi.

Another important thing did not find a
mention in the Address is the growing
activity of ISI in the north-eastern region.
There is no indication in the President's
Address as to what steps the Government
has taken to curb the activities of the
ISI.The country will have to pay very
dearly, if this problem is not tackled
swiftly and effectively. It appears from
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the Presidential Address that the Govern-
ment is complacent about terrorism and
insurgency having been allegedly curbed.
There is no justification for such compla-
cency. It is regretted that the Address
does not mention anything regarding the
causes which gave rise to terrorism and
insurgency. It has been admitted by the
Chief of the Army Staff himself that
insurgency in the North-East is a political
question and as such it has to be tackled
politically. There is no indication as to
what steps the Government proposes to
take to find a political solution to the
problem. Security forces and paramilitary
forces have been widely deployed in the
major parts of the region including As-
sam for more than a decade now. It is
because of the heavy deployment of
security forces and paramilitary forces
that the Government thinks the problem
may be tackled. Deployment of such
forces for a long period has resulted in
killing of a large number of youths in
false encounters, largescale violation of
human rights and complete violation of
the rule of law. It is regretted that the
Presidential Address does not make any
mention of the recurring floods, which
visit Assam three or four times a year,
with devastating effect. The Brahmaputra
Board had squandered away thousands of
crores of rupees during the last one
decade of its existence. There is no men-
tion in the Address as to how this peren-
nial devastating problem, which has total-
ly destroyed the economy of the State, is
going to be tackled. The people of Assam
and other North-Eastern States would
have highly appreciated the Presidential
Address had the above problems found a
mention in the Address itself.

THE  VICE-CHAIRAM  (SHRIMATI
KAMLA SINHA): You have taken more
than 12 minutes.

SHRI TARA CHARAN MAJUM-
DAR: How many minutes have I been
given?

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN
(SHRIMATI KAMLA SINHA): There
are two speakers from your group. The
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total time is 18 minutes. You have taken
more than 12 minutes. Your time is over.

SHRI TARA CHARAN MAJUM-
DAR: All right then. With these observa-
tions I support the Motion and thank you
for giving me this opportunity.

THE VICE CHAIRMAN:
(SHRIMATI KAMLA SINHA): Shri V.
Gopalsamy. Shri Raj Nath Singh, 33335 8
fare 3a "flip? 11
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600 P.M.

SHRI M. P. ABDUSSAMAD SAMA-
DANI (KERALA): Thank you, Madam.
I will be taking very little time. Madam, I
am only presenting a summary of the
speech that I intended to make here
because of the limitation of time. I will
make it very brief. Madam, the President
has made his speech at a crucial hour
when the politics of the country' is ex-
posed to some extent to a kind of moral
degradation, when there is an urgent
need for setting an example of upright
conduct. But, Madam, it is not the fate
of politics alone. Everywhere there is the
encroachment of immorality in each and
every field of human life nowadays.
Madam, corruption cuts across the broad
spectrum of politics belonging to different
parties. This has emphasised the need for
checking the distruction of moral values
of our democratic polity that has pro-
tected the country from the challenges
posed by external and internal disintegra-
tive forces. A surgical operation is
needed to cleanse the situation. Madam,
I only request that the Lok Pal Bill be
urgently adopted and passed by the Parli-
ament, and along with that, the Ethics
Committee has to come into existence. It
is unfortunate that we could not enact a
law relating to Lok Pal after five attempts
in the Parliament. The situation has
forced the judiciary to pursue its activist
role. The failure of the executive and the
legislature to perform their constitutional-
ly assigned roles has led to this phenome-
non. Madam, in the recent past most of
the controversial issues were left to the
judiciary. The increase in corruption also
became helpful for this development.
Madam, whatever may be the merits of
judicial activism, it is to be made clear
that judiciary cannot become a policy
making body. It cannot replace the ex-
ecutive. The evident reason is that it is
not an elected body. Therefore, a time
has come to redefine and restructure the
mutuality of the executive" and the judici-
ary. Madam, the political field needs
moral and political courage to take timely
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decisions. Unfortunate delay in taking
action and the lax in implementation of
decisions have weakened the political will
power of the nation. The crucial issues
like the Babri Masjid and the Mandal
Commission Report are ample examples.
The government could itself solve the
issues of the housing racket but it waited
till the intervention of the apex court. We
know what happened to the Vohra Com-
mittee Report which was a matter of hot
discussion in both the Houses of Parlia-
ment. It was shelved. Madam, activism of
the judiciary is good and welcome but it
can never replace the executive. Madam,
I humbly repeat that it can never replace
the executive. When people lost their
confidence in the other pillars of democ-
racy, they naturally knocked at the doors
of the court for getting justice done. The
effective functioning of the executive and
the legislature is a must for the welfare of
the nation. The three organs of our
democratic system should play a com-
plementary role and every organ has to
encourage the relevance of the other two.
The observations of the Supreme Court
on the Telecom issue and the decision of
the Delhi High Court, just yesterday,
regarding the controversial verdict of the
Special TADA Court judge are to be
appreciated in this regard. Madam, the
erosion of people's faith in democracy is
to be ugently checked. It is not the
tragedy that affects some individuals and
some parties alone. Its repercussions on
the destiny of the nation will be very
serious. The breakdown of the moral
consciousness is actually the main course
behind all these ailments. Public life is to
be purified by the adoption of a code of
conduct. The real remedy lies in the
return to the moral values. They alone
protect the basis of cultures and civiliza-
tions. Floral tributes, were paid to Mahat-
ma Gandhiji at Rajghat and the crucifix-
ion of his values outside has become a
fashion and that is the main reason be-
hind these ailments. Amendments in the
Constitution has become essential to fight
the virus of corruption. These amend-
ments should be aimed at the restoration
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of moral values. Parliament stands firmly
to bring probity in public life. Madam, I
am concluding after saying a word on the
most crucial issue of the internal security
of the national which has become the
subject of our special attention after the
Purulia incident of arms dropping.

We have to be vigilant against the
conspiracy of our enemies crossing the
boundaries of our sky. If we are not
awake they will tomorrow cross the fron-
tires of our land. Defence and security
cannot be a holy cow that cannot be
criticised. There was a notion that no-
thing can be said against defence, nothing
can be said against internal security and
that is the most confidential thing. And
this has led to so many dangers. Madam,
there must be discussion fruitful discus-
sion, creative discussion regarding the
defence and internal security of the na-
tion. Madam, here Shri Gujralji had
quoted from Igbal regarding the Purulia
incident. He had quoted a couplet.

T Fei ¥ fegeat arall,dl fv fire Seii
TR SR a0 A 7 811 SR H |

Madam, I want to add from Igbal him-
self. In the same poem, Igbal says:

T HRI A1 e SreiiT U g% arel,

TN SRETTT P AR & STAATH H |

Actually, the Purulia incident of cros-
sing the frontires of the sky has proved

that FETIR T SMTHHI H ©

We have to be vigilant. Thank you,
Madam. I conclude.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN
KAMLA SINHA): Shri P. Upendra.

(SMT.

SHRI P. UPENDRA (ANDHRA
PRADESH): Thank you, Madam.
Madam, the President has started the
Address...

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRIMTI
KAMALA SINHA): You have five

minutes time.
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SHRI P. UPENDRA: No,
Forty minutes for three people.
fore, I get thirteen minutes.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN
(SHRIMATI KAMALA SINHA): No.
Thirty six minutes total.

SHRI P. UPENDRA: I will get nine
minutes and a grace period of one mi-
nute. Madam, the President has rightly
said that the country has | been guided
through momentous changes in every
sphere during the last five years. While
coming to the brass tacks, I would like to
say that simply because the elections are
fast approaching, simply because they
have to settle scores with the ruling
party, one should not demean the
achievements the country as a whole
made. What is the general picture which
the country is giving today to the world,
whether it is a picture of hope or a
picture of gloom. In spite of all that is
happening around us, the country is giv-
ing a picture of hope to the world, and
that is amply evident whenever we go
abroad. What people talk about this
country really gladdens our hearts. It is
not merely a party affair. If today the
country has achieved a record production
of 192 million tonnes of foodgrains, it is
not the credit of any political party.
There are various political parties in dif-
ferent States. It is the achievement of the
farmers of this country; similarly, the
achievements of workers in factories, the
achievements of our intellectuals or scien-
tists these are to be highlighted, and one
should not demean and give a picture of
gloom to the world and to the nation as a
whole. With that Madam, I would like to
elaborate one or two points. One is, the
country is going towards stability. I do
not say that we have achieved stability,
but we are going towards stability. This
stability can be divided into three parts
the political and administrative stability,
the economic stability and social stability.
And what was the picture in 1991 when
the Punjab elections were to be held?
The elections had since been held, the
Panchayati elections had been held and

Madam.
There-
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all the Municipal elections had been held.
In spite of the tragic assassination of the
Chief Minister, Punjab is peaceful today,
more or less. The North-East is peaceful.
The extremism in the South has been
controlled. And, of course, the J&K
situation  still remains intractable. But
still, efforts are being made. As com-
pared to earlier, there is a sign of hope
that elections could be held in course of
time, maybe in a few months time...

In regard to Centre-State relation also,
there is no tension today between the
States and the Centre, as compared to
earlier times. Today, there is a harmoni-
ous relationship between the Centre and
the States. For this also credit has to be
given to the Government.

As regards the economic situation,
whatever liberalisation process has been
initiated has, more or less, been accepted
by all, excepting a few friends. Still
whenever they go abroad, what is the
picture they are giving? Whenever they
go abroad - whether it is Advaniji or
Jyoti Qasuji or some other leader they
have been assuring the people there that
the economic process was irreversible and
that it would continue. They arc on
record of having said so at various places.
This means we are on the right track and
we should go ahead in that direction.

DR. BIPLAB DASGUPTA: It would
be reversed when we come to power.

SHRI P. UPENDRA: The greatest
achievement of this Government is in
regard to containing inflation. When we
go abroad, what do we see? In most of
the countries, including those countries
which were ruled by the Communist Par-
ty, we find that the rate of inflation is 100
per cent, 150 per cent, 200 per cent, 300
per cent, whereas, we have been able to
contain it at 5 per cent. This is really a
great achievement for this nation and,
therefore, we should not demean it.

Similarly, whether it is foreign ex-
change reserves or whether it is foreign
investments coming in, all these things
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indicate that the credibility and the cre-
ditworthiness of the country have im-
proved. We should be proud of that.

Another notworthy thing is in respect
of the social scene. Excepting one or two
incidents which took place in the wake of
the demolition of Babri Masjid, there is
harmony between the two major religions
in the country. There have been no major
conflicts. Even in the case of caste con-
flicts, they are less and less in number in
the various States which were noted for
these kinds of caste conflicts earlier.

Madam, the reservation issue has also
been settled amicably, without any
bloodshed. There is social stability being
brougd about in the country. We should
perpetuate this atmosphere and streng-
then it.

We have had Panchayat elections all
over the country. The notable part of this
is the only-third representation given to
women. In many places, women had
come forward to contest the elections.
They are now holding high posts in many
places. This is a great achievement and it
is a good augury for the country.

Turning to our foreign relations.
Madam, we are maintaining good rela-
tions, excepting with one neighbour.
India's prestige is going up. There is even
the talk of India getting the status of a
permanent representative in the Security
Council. Many countries are supporting
India's cause. This, by itself, shows that
India's prestige in the comity of nations
has gone up.

As far as the media is concerned,
earlier, we were talking of autonomy.
Today, even in Doordarshan, which is
still controlled by the Government, we
find a lot of liberalisation. This talk of
autonomy has become irrelevant today.
That is why we have suggested that a
comprehensive Broadcasting Bill should
be brought forward by the Government.

DR. BIPLAB DASGUPTA: When?

SHRI P. UPENDRA: We have given a
draft in this regard. Some of us have
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worked on a draft and we have given it
to the Government. I hope the Govern-
ment would soon come forward with a
draft Bill so that the nation could discuss
it.

Madam, before I conclude, I would
like to touch on one or two more aspects.

The first one is — some friends have
referred to it — the so-called judicial
activism. This is going too far, in many
respects. We have seen some of these
judgments, some of these comments. We
find even the lowest member of the
judiciary making comments about the
Parliament of this country. This is very
unfortunate. This theory of public inter-
est litigation, this theory of judicial activ-
ism, is going to far and is undermining
the pillars of the State. After all, a
harmonious relationship has to be main-
tained between the different organs of
the State. A delicate balance has to be
maintained between the various wings of
the State. It is» being distrubed now, with
the judiciary becoming more active in
certain respects and taking upon itself the
responsibility which it is not supposed to
take All the political parties would have
to take note of it.

Even in regard to corruption, there is a
lot of corruption in the bureaucracy.
Nobody talks about it. If an IAS officer
has four houses, nobody bothers about it.
On the other hand, if a politician has just
one car, it is noted, it is commented
upon, as if the whole tribe of politicians
is corrupts, as if the whole country is
ruled by corrupt people. If we ourselves
present this kind of a picture, we would
be destroying the system as a whole and
it would be very difficult to retrieve the
kind of respect which the politicians
should command. That is why a serious
thought has to be given to this aspect by
all the political parties. You may demean
one high office today. Tomorrow, it may
be somebody else.

The same type of accusations will be
made, and if feel that the institution of
Lok Pal should be set up quickly so that
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this Kind of accusations can be referred
for an impartial inquiry by the Lo Pal
and not by the administrative wings or by
the courts.

Sometimes you find that even the press
is conducting "trial by the press" in the
name of investigative journalism, and you
know the type of stories that arc corning
that are coming in the press. I do not
know where the law of slander or defa-
mation is, and I don't understand this.
Butt all types of stories are coming in the
press.

And now the Legislature is under attck
from all sides, and the very prestige and
honour of the highest forum is at stake.
This is a point which you have to take
in to consideration and all the parties
should put their heads together and sec
how to restore the prestige and honour of
this institution.

In fact, electoral reforms—which arc
long overdue-must be gone through.
There were so many meetings and so
many drafts, but unless we come forward
with a comprehensive electoral reforms
legislation, these things will continue to
happen because no party can say that it is
fighting elections without money. If you
need money, it has to be collected from
somebody, and if that somebodv who is
giving the money is maintaining a diary, I
do not know what will happen tomorrow
to ail these parties when they go in for
elections.

DR.. BIPLAB DASGUPTA: 1 take
strong exception to these remarks. What
happens tomorrow, you leave it for to-
morrow. If you have any record, put it
here...  .(Interruptions)...But don't say
that everybody is corrupt.

SHRI P. UPENDRA: No, no, I have
not said that.

SHRI V. NARAYANASAMY: He is
not naming anybody. He is saying it
general ly.

DR. BIPLAB DASGUPTA: He
started by making a statement that every-

body is corrupt. He should speak for
himse'if-not for me, not for others.
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SHRI P. UPENDRA: No, no.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN
(SHRIMATI KAMLA SINHA): Please
sit down.

SHRI P. UPENDRA: Dr. Dasgupta is
an expert at misinterpreting. You can see
the record. I said, every party needs
money to fight elections. I did not say

that everybody is corruput ............. (Interrup-
tions)....! did't say that.
DR. BIPLAB DASGUPTA: Then

everybody who is in hawala?

SHRI P. UPENDRA: Isn't Jyoti Basu
collecting money for elections?

DR. BIPLABD DASGUPTA: Why
are you naming Jyoti Basu?

SHRI P. UPENDRA: I know. Then
why do you say that? How are you
fighting elections?....(Interruptions)....

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN
(SHRIMATI KAMALA SINHA): Plcse
conclude.

SHRI P. UPENDRA: Aren't indus-
trialists in West Bengal giving you
money? We know all that. Don't say
that.

DR. BIPLAB DASGUPTA: You

prove it-put it before the House. Don't
talk nonsense.

SHRI P. UPENDRA: Are you not
fighting elections then? From where arc
you getting the money?

DR. BIPLAB DASGUPTA: There arc
six lakh members who give from their
salaries.

SHRI P. UPENDRA: That everybody
knows. You accept it. I am not talking
about corruption, I am talking about
donations. And 1 challenge: no party
fights elections without collecting dona-
tions. You search you heart and say
it.... (Interruptions)...

DR. BIPLAB DASGUPTA: 1 chal-
lenge: you prove it. Because the Con-
gress Party is corrupt, you think every-
body is corrupt.
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SHRI P. UPENDRA: I am not saying
anything about any party being corrupt.
Every party is collecting money, including
your party. I dare say th;it.

DR. BIPLAB DASGUPTA:
whom?

SHRI P. UPENDRA: That you know.
Why should I name anybody? You know
the industrialists who are prominent in
West Bengal. You know that.

DR. BIPLAB DASGUPTA: You put
it before the House.

SHRI P. UPENDRA: We also know
that the fellows who give money to one
party, also give to the other parties....(In-
tenuptions)....

SHRI V. NARAYANASAMY: They
do not depend upon collection they de-
pend upon looting....(Interruptions)....

SHRI P. UPENDRA: I am
something.

DR. BIPLAB DASGUPTA: What is
secret about it?

SHRI P. UPNEDRA: There is nothing
secret about it.

DR. BIPLANB DASGUPTA: I chal-
Icge him to put it before the House Utter
nonsense!

SHRI P. UPENDRA: It is public
knowledge. Don't say nonsense and all
that, it is public knowledge that all par-
tics without exception take money from
industrialists and businessmen—it

From

saying

may be less, it may be more. And if
anybody says that it is not correct, it is
not true....(Interruptions) ......... I stand by
my statement. (Interruptions). He is un-
necessarily interfering. I didn't name any
party; 1 said, all parties.

DR. BIPLAB DASGUPTA: Why say
"all parties"? What is "all parties"?

SHRI P. UPENDRA: I didn't name
your party. (Interruptions). You clarify.

DR. BIPLAB DASGUPTA: You said
"your party".
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SHRI P. UPENDRA: I stand by that.

DR. BIPLAB DASGUPTA: Because
you are in the House you want only to
protect the Congress Party. (Interrup-
tions)

SHRI P. UPENDRA: I would say the
same thing to you, that you are defend-
ing. (Interruptions). Dont't quarrel like
this.

DR. BIPLAB DASGUPTA: You want
to shield the corrupt, you want to....

SHRI- P. UPENDRA: You are un-
necessarily, accusing Interruptions)... 1
did not say anything about your party.
You got up and started saying all these
things. Why should you get up? I did not
mention you party.

DR. BIPLAB DASGUPTA: Why do
you lecture like that Judge?

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN
(SHRIMATI KAMLA SINHA): Nothing
is going on record.

(Interruptions)
Kindly sit down........... (Interruptions)....

Let him finish. Let him conclude his
speech ....... (Interruptions)

Nothing is going on record now.

SHRI P. UPENDRA: He can clarify
this thing. I did not name anybody, any
person or any party. I made a general
statement.

(Interruptions)

It is my view. You can deny it. You
can clarify it.

... .(Interruptions) ......

You cannot prevent me from holding
my view. It is my view that every party
without exception is collecting money
from industralists and businessmen, and
they are obliged to them. I do not know
what type of favours they are giving to
them. Apart from that. I am not going
into it. You can clarify it. You say that
you are fighting elections without money.
You can say that.

..... (Interruptions)....
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THE VICE-CHAIRMAN
(SHRIMATI KAMALA SINHA): Have
you finished, Mr. Uf-ndra?

SHRI P. UPENDRA: I am just con-
cluding, Madam.

DR." BIPLAB DASGUPTA: Why
should he then object t<5 the Judge's
opinion? ....... (Interruptions) .......

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN

(SHRIMATI KAMLA SINHA): It is his
personal opinion.

DR. BIPLAB DASGUPTA: What is
his personal opinion? He said earlier that
this Judge made some comments which
are very wrong. What did the Judge say?
He said that all politicians are corrupt.

He is also saying the same thing .............. (In-
terruptions)
THE VICE-CHAIRMAN

(SHRIMATI KAMLA SINHA): there is
no need for you clarification on these
things, Dr. Biplab Dasgupta.

SHRI P. UPENDRA: I did not say
that. He is giving a wrong interpretation
to what I said. Again I am repeating that
I never said that everybody was corrupt.
I said that every party needed money for
elections. They are collecting money. I
stand by it. If anybody is not collecting
money, let him clarify. Let them say that

they are fighting elections without
money.

DR. BIPLAB DASGUPTA: You
bring some evidence ..................... (Interrup-
tions) .....

SHRI P. UPENDRA: 1 have high

respect for your leader. I don't want to
say all these things.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI-
MATI KAMLA SINHA): Mr. Upendra,
your time is over. Kindly take your seat.

SHRI P. UPENDRA: I am concluding.

Therefore, Madam, my plea is that all
the parties must sit together and come to
an agreement on the use of money pow-
er.....(Interruptions)

Please dont make personal accusations
...... (Interruptions)
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DR. BIPLAB DASGUPTA: It is my
opinion......... (Interruptions)

SHRI P. UPENDRA: I can say the
same thing about you............. (Interruptions)
you sit down. You cannot say that you
cannot intervene............ (Interruptions)

I did not say that about you. Did I say
th;ii about you? .......... (Interruptions)

Madam, it is very unfair. You should
not allow such personal accusations. I am
speaking generally. I did not name him
or his party. Why do you allow that?
..... (Interruptions)

THE VICE CHAIRMAN
(SHRIMATI KAMLA SINHA): If there
is any personal accusation.............

SHRI P. UPENDRA: I want you to
expunge personal accusations.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI-
MATI KAMLA SINHA): It should be
looked into, and personal accusations
should be expunged ............. (Interruptions)

SHRI P. UPENDRA: 1 stand by that.
I did not say anything wrong.

Therefore, my plea is that all parties
should come together and come to an
agreement in regard to these matters.
Instead of making accusations against
each other, they should come to an
agreement regarding electoral reforms in
the country. And, if they do it as soon as
possible, it will be good for the country.

Thank you, Madam.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI-
MATI KAMLA SINHA): Shri Joy
Nadukkara, five minutes.

SHRI JOY NADUKKARA (Kerala):
Madam Vice-Chairman, I am sorry to say
that the speech of the hon. President of
India to Parliament lacked the Shankar
Dayal Sharma touch. On the 26th of
January, 1996, he courageously and bold-
ly told the nation that our system was
getting corrupted. He expressed concern
over the growing corruption among politi-
cians and in the society. But, before
Parliament he forgo, say anything
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about corruption. He forgot to speak on
the Hawala issue and such other issues
which put the nation into political turnoil.

Many political leaders, including the
top ones, arc facing charges of corrup-
tion. It was unfortunate and defensive on
his part that he did not say anything
about that in his speech. At least he must
have stated what steps his Government
had taken to check the growing corrup-
tion in the society, among politicians and
bureaucrats. It is a sad thing to note thai
this Government as well as the previous
Governments have failed to do anything
to pass a comprehensive legislation to
check corruption in the society. It is a
shame on us that a Bill like the Lok Pal
Bill, which is intended to check corrup-
tion is still pending before Parliament
since 1968. twenty eight years have pas-
sed and it is still pending. I am not sure
what the future of it will be. While it is
pending before us, corruption is spread-
ing like anything. Madam, the Patna
High Court has recently asked the Bihar
Government to let it know as to what
was preventing them from demanding a
CBI inquiry into the alleged multi-crorc
fodder scam. I must also point out that in
another State a Minister of the Govern-
ment itself had said that his Government
was a Government of the contractors, by
the contractors and for the contractors.
Here everybody is trying to fool the other
by saying the other person is corrupt. It
is just like a thief running away and
saying ‘"catch the thief, catch the thief.
This is the dilemma that we arc in.

This, apart, our achievements are great.
Our growth in GDP rate is considerable.
We are gaining in strength in the interna-
tional market to compete with the foreign
competitors. The Government can be
proud that it could control inflation and
bring it to the botom level. It is a record.
When the President addressed the Parlia-
ment, it was 5 pet cent; now it has
further gone down to below 5 per cent.

Our achievements in the sphere of
science and technology are also notewor-
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thy. We can be proud of launching IN
SAT-2C and IRS-1C, but we must not
forget the plight of the poor agricultur-
ists, particularly the lower-middle class
agriculturists in the country. The price of
coconut and cardamom and the price of
such of our agricultural products are fal-
ling steadily and the farmers are finding it
very difficult to meet the cost of cultiva-
tion itself. Even now we have not
chalked out a system of linking the price
of the product with the cost of cultiva-
tion. In the international sphere also, our
achievments ae great. I may say that
there is a deviation in our economic
policy from the old policy, the hon.
Prime Minister and the Finance Minister
can be proud of it, but the industrial
growth is always linked with the availabil-
ity of power. In our country there is an
acute shortage of power. In our State,
there is a power-cut even up to 75 per
cent in the industrial sector. In such a
power supply situation, nobody can be-
lieve that we can achieve a comfortable
industrial growth. So, something must be
done to save the nation from such a state
of affairs. Anyway, in my opinion this
Government, ocmpared to the other
Governments, is performing well. So, I
support the Motion.

*SHRI MISA R. GANESAN (Tamil
Nadu): Madam, Vice-Chairpersons, first
of all, I thank you for giving me this
opportunity to speak on this Motion of
thanks on the Presiden'ts Address. No
doubt there ae certain welcome features
in the President's Address. The President
has rightly congratualated our Armedfor-
ces, particularly the scientists who are
responsible for producing sophisticated
weaponry for the Defence. In the present
situation, strengthening our defence is
very vital for safeguarding the frontiers of
our country. The production of Light
Combat Aircraft in November 1995 is a
aludable success of our scientists. So also,
today we are in proud possession of
Arjun battle tank, which can be put into
use in all eathers and on mountains and
deserts as well. Our scientists have suc-
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cessfully produced long range missiles
like Pritivi, Agni and Trishul. Dr. Abdul
Kalam, Scientify advisor in the Ministry
of Defence deserves our economiums.

As the hon'ble Member who proceded
me referred to, there has been a leap in
the field of communications and T.V.
Transmission. This is all because of suc-
cessful launcing of INSAT-IC and IRS-IC
satellites. These have been referred to in
the President's Address. I am happy that
the president has taken cognizance of the
hard work put in by our scientists.

But Madam, I am sorry to say that
there is a gulf of difference between the
speech of the President delivered to the
nation on 26th January this year and the
Address he was pleased to deliver to the
Parliament on 26th  February. The
January 26th speech referred to stamping
out corruption. But there is no mention
of it in this Address.

For a very long time, States have been
demanding autonomy to States and more
powers unto themselves. But 1 am
disappointed to sec that there is no
mention of this in the President's
Address. Not only this, there is no
mention about a very sensitive issue like
language. There are 18 languages in the
Eighth Schedule to the Constitution. We
have been demanding that all these
languages should become official
languages of the nation. Why Hindi alone
is given this privileged place? Is my
mother tongue, Tamil, less in any way to
become the official language? Only When
Tamil becomes official, language, I can
proudly say I am an Indian Citizen.

Madam, wc are taking of corruption in
high places these days. But wc should
remember that some bureaucrats arc far
worse and neck deep in corruption. To
cite an example, when Income Tax
people raided the house of an IAS officer
called Inbasagaran in Tamilnadu,
unaccounted money of several crores,
were found. But no action has been

*English translation of the original speech
delivered in Tamil.
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,aken against him so far. Recently, when
another IAS officer, one
Dhayancswaran's  house  was  raided,
23kgs of gold, dollors and crores of
unaccounted money were recovered. But
the officer is moving about freely even
now. The High Court came down heavily
on the Chief Secretary of Tamilnadu for
committing excess. Yet he is continuing
in that very office.

Madam, the  President's  Address
mentions  that "our relations  with
Srilanka were maked by cordiality and
trust". With a sense of deep anquish I
wish to put on record that innocent
Tamils arc being killed in Srilanka day in
and day out. But the Union Government
has not condemned this ,so far. Our
Indian fishermen who go to the sea for
fishing for their livelihood arc fired upon
by the Srilankan Navy. They arc killed.
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seriously injured and their fishing boats
arc damaged or seized by them. The
central Government docs not have time
or the will to stop this brutal killings.
There is no mention of these in the
President's Address.

As I conclude, I thank the Chair once
again for giving me this opportunity.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI-
MATI KAMLA SINHA): Thank you,
Mr. Misa Gancsan.

Now, the discussion on the Motion of
Thanks on the President's Address is
over. The House is adjourned till 11 a.m.
tomorrow.

The House then adjourned at thirty-six
minutes past six of the clock till eleven of
the clock on Friday, the 1st March, 1996.



