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Major Categories of Disability 

873. SHRI V. RAJESHWAR RAO: 

DR. SHRIKANT RAMCHANDRA        

JICHKAR:                                               

Will the Minister of WELFARE be pleased 

to refer to the answer to Unstarred 
Question 671 given in the Rajya Sabha on 
1 st December, 1995 and state: 

(a) what is the estimated number of 
disabled persons in India; 

(b) the major categories of disabled 
persons, the first five major disabilities 
alongwith the number of disabled in each 

category of disability; and 

(c) what steps are being taken for the 
welfare of the disabled in this country? 

THE MINISTER OF WELFARE (SHRI 
SITARAM KESRI): (a) The estimated 
number of disabled persons in India except 
mentally handicapped is 16.15 millions as 

per National Sample Survey Organisation 
(NSSO) Report 1991. 

(b) The information is indicated in the 
enclosed Statement-I. (See below) 

(c) The steps being taken for the welfare 

of 
the disabled are mentioned in the enclosed 

 

 

Statement-I 

Estimated Number of Disabled Persons in India—1991 (In Millions)  

Category  Rural   Urban  Total 

of Disability Male Female Persons Male Female persons  

 (1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (3)+(6

) Visual 1.539 1.796 3.335 0.308 0.362 0.670 4.005 

 (46.15) (53.85) (83.27) (45.97) (54.03) (16.73)  

Hearing 1.409 1.164 2.573 0.339 0.330 0.669 3.242 
 (54.76) (45.24) (79.36) (50.67) (49.33) (20.64)  

Speech 0.942 0.557 1.499 0.296 0.169 0.467 1.966 
 (62.84) (37.16) (76.25) (63.81) (36.19) (23.75)  

Hearing and/        

or Speech 2.009 1.490 3.499 0.557 0.426 0.983 4.482 
 (57.42) (42.58) (78.07) (56.66) (43.34) (21.93)  

Locomotor 4.396 2.411 6.807 1.370 0.762 2.132 8.939 
 (64.58) (35.42) (76.15) (64.26) (35.74) (23.85)  

Physical        

(atleast 7.442 5.210 12.652 2.078 1.424 .   3.502 16.154 
one of the above) (52.82) (41.18) (78.32) (59.34) (40.66) (21.68)  

NOTE : 1.    Figures in brackets indicate percentages and percentages shown in cols. (1) and 

(2), in col. (3) and (6) and cols. (4) and (5) add up to 100. 

2.    Figures of hearing, speech and hearing and/or speech disability excludes the 

age-group below 5 years. 

SOURCE :    Report of Manpower Development Rehabilitation Council of India (A 

Statutory Body), Ministry of Welfare, Government of India, New Delhi. 


