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(c) what is the present position and by
when they are likely to be released; and

{d) what is the present number of
Afghan and other foreign militants in
Jammu and Kashmir, particularly in
Kashmir Valley and Doda and other
areas of Jammu?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
PRIME MINISTER’S OFFICE (SHRI
BHUVNESH CHATURVEDI): (a) to
(c) The aim and effort of Government
has been to try and bring about the safe
release of the hostages, through a
process of dialogue and persuation and
by appealing to the sense of reason and
humanity among those responsible for
the abduction; and to desist from doing
anything that could provide
encouragement to further acts of
terrorism including abduction. Close
liaison and contact has also been
maintained with the officials of the
Missions of the concerned countries,
whose nationals have been abducted.
Their officials have also been facilitated
to visit .Srinagar in keeping with the
policy of transparency. Statements have
also been issued from time to time by
almost all the militant/secessionist outfits
in J&K, by the Governments of all the
concerned countries and organisations
like Amnesty International ctc.
condemning the incident and demanding
release of the hostages. Simultaneously,
the Government have avoided any
precipitate action which could jeopardise
the lives of the hostages. As the foreign
tourists are still in the captivity of the
abductors it is not possible to indicate as
to when they will be relcased.

{d) It is not possible to give the
precise number of foreign nationals/
mercenaries operating in the Valley or
in the State. There are a number of
militant outfits which have foreign
_mercenaries in their ranks which mainly
include the Harkat-ul-Ansar, Hizb-ul-
Mujahideen, Lashkar-e-Toiba, Al-Burq,
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Tahreek-ul-Mujahideen etc. According to
information available 328 foreign
militants have been Kkilled and 86
arrested till now in the State.
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Plan for making Ipdian Air Force more
effective

467. SHRIMATI VEENA
VERMA: Will the PRIME MINISTER
be pleased to state: ’

(a) whether there is a plan for training
and making the Indian Air Force morc
effective by outdating, updating and
modernising its fleet;

(b) if so, the broad features of the
plan; and



