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Collection   of   Toll   from   Pilgrims   at 

Old Goa Churches by ASI 

666. SHRI JOHN F. FERNANDES: 

Will the Minister of HUMAN 

RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT be 

pleased to state: 

(a) whether Government are aware 

of the news reports in the Press 

regarding ASI (Archaeological Survey 

of India) collecting a toll of Rupees 

Two   from   every   pilgrim   and   Tourist 

visiting Old Goa, Goa Churches in 

the garb of maintenance of 

monuments; 

(b) if so, when this decision was 

taken and at what level; 

(c) whether Government are aware 

that this lead to obstruction of 

pilgrims visiting s Holy Shrine of St. 

Francis Xavier and also hurt the 

religious sentiments of a minority 

community; and 

(d) in view of their resentment, 

whether Government will reconsider its 

decision and see that no toll is 

collected from the pilgrims/devotees? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN 

THE MINISTRY OF HUMAN 

RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT 

(DEPTT. OF EDUCATION AND 

DEPTT. OF CULTURE) (KUMARI 

SELJA): (a) Yes, Sir. No fee at the 

monuments in Old Goa is charged 

from pilgrims and tourists. 

(b) The Govt, had notified its 

intention of imposing entry fee on 

important monuments under which 

category the Convent of St. Francis of 

Assissi, Velha Goa (Old Goa) also 

comes. Objections have been received 

against the levying of the entry fee. 

(c) No fee has been proposed on 

the holy shrines of St. Francies 

Xavier. 

(d) Does not arise. 

Establishment of Centres  for  Transfer 

of Technology 

667. SHRI VIRENDRA KATARIA: 

Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE 

be pleased to state: 

(a) whether it is a fact that 

Government is planning to set up 

about 500 new centres in the country 

for assessing the needs of farmers and 

to develop suitable technology and 

transfer the same to them; 

(b) if so, the number of such 

centres already selected in Punjab 

under    the    pilot    project    to    boost 
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agricultural production; and 

(c) the details of new centres to be set 

up in the country with details of thefr 

locations and other financial and 

technical assistance to be provided to 

farmers? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 

MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE 

(SHRI MOHD. AYUB KHAN): (a) No, 

Sir. However, this year the Council has 

launched a Pilot Project on Technology 

Assessment and refinement through 

Institution Village Linkage Programme at 

42 centres in the country. This Project is 

for the year 1995-96 and 1996-97 on 

adhoc basis. 

(b) One centre has been allotted to 

Punjab Agricultural University, Ludhiana 

to be located at Regional Research 

Station for Kandi Area, Ballowal- 

Saunkhri, Balachaur, Distt. 

Nawanshahar. 

(c) In this plan no new centre is to be 

opened. Based on its impact, the Council 

will think about its continuation in next 

plan. 
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