51 Written Answers

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE
MINISTRY OF COMMERCE (SHRI P.
CHIDAMBARAM): (a) Yes Sir, The
6th Meeting of the SAARC Committee
on Economic Cooperation was held in
New Delhi from November 16-17, 1995,
under Chairmanship of India's Commerce
Secretary.

(b) The more important measures
recommended by the CEC at its 6th
meeting aimed at promotion of trade and
economic cooperation among SAARC
countries arc the following:

(1) Initiating the second round of
negotiations for removal of para-
tariff, non-tariff and other trade
control  barriers, expanding and
deepening the tariff preferences
under SAPTA, and progression
towards an eventual goal of a free
trade area in South Asia.

(i) Consideration of measures for
trade facilitation like improving
visa, customs and import-export
licensing procedures;

(iii) Mutual sharing of information for
overseas bulk purchases by the
Member Governments; and

(iv) Initiating a tripartite study by the

Governmental, business and
academic sectors for expansion of
economic cooperation including
sub-regional cooperation and
informal trade; and another study
for  promotion of intra-rcgional
investments and joint ventures.
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Proposal to Prohibit import of Edible Oils

+117. SHRI JOY NADUKKARA:
Will the Minister of COMMERCE be
pleased to state whether Government
propose to prohibit import of all types of
edible oils till the price raises to a
reasonable level in view of the continuous
fall in price of coconut?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE
MINISTRY OF COMMERCE (SHRI P.
CHIDAMBARAM): Import of Coconut
Oil, Palm Kernel Oil, RBD Palm Oil and
RBD Palm Stearin, is canalised. There is
no proposal to restrict import of other
edible oils.
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