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Import of coal for Visakhapatnam Steel
Plant

1371. SHRI MOHAN BABU: Will the
Minister of COAL be pleased to state:

(a) whether there is a proposal to
import coal for Visakhapatnam Steel
Plant;

(b) if so, the reasons for the import;

(c) whether coal from Andhra Pradesh is
not suitable; and

(d) if so, details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE
MINISTRY OF COAL (SHRI JAGDISH
TYTLER): (a) and (b) Yes, Sir. The
Visakhapatnam Steel Plant is importing low
ash content coking coal to
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bridge the gap between the requirement and
the indigenous availability and to improve the
quality of overall blend for technical reasons.

(c) and (d) Coal being produced in Andhra
Pradesh by the Singareni collieries Company
Ltd. (SCCL) cannot be used for metallurgical
purposes. Such coal can only be used for steam
raising purposes owing to its non-coking coal
nature.

Projects Implementations

1372. SHRI SATISH AGARWAL.:
SHRI RAMDAS AGARWAL:

Will the Minister of PLANNING AND
PROGRAMME IMPLEMENTATION be
pleased to state:

(a) whether Government has seen news-
item in 'Indian Express' dated 24th November,
1995 captioned "Government package likely to
expedite project implementation" and the
details thereof;

(b) whether this issue was recently studied
by a Group of Ministers;

(c¢) if so, whether the Department of
Programme Implementation have initiated
action in this regard; and

(d) total expenditure sanctioned; spend till
date and balance left/funds available during
1995-96 in respect of each project and details
thereof?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE
MINISTRY OF PLANNING AND
PROGRAMME IMPLEMENTATION
(SHRI BALRAM SINGH YADAVA): (a)
Yes Sir.

(b) and (c) A Group of Ministers was set
up under the chairman hip of Dy. Chairman,
Planning Commission to suggest specific
measures to be taken to reduce delays on
account of various factors and expedite
implementation of the projects. The Group
has since submitted its report which is under
the consideration of the Government.



