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(c) whether the steps taken by
Government to bring the people above
the poverty line failed to achieve any
results; and

(d) if so, the reasons therefor and the
efforts now Government would make to
bring the people above poverty line?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE
MINISTRY OF PLANNING AND
PROGRAMME IMPLEMENTATION
(SHRI BALRAM SINGH YADAVA):
(a) Comparable estimates of poverty for
the last two periods are available for the
year 1983-84 and 1987-88. The Planning
Commission has estimated the number of
people below the poverty line in rural
arecas as 221.5 million in 1983-84 and
195.97 million in 1987-88. According to
the estimates of the Expert Group
constituted by the Planning Commission
the number of people below poverty line
in rural areas has declined from 251.7
million in 1983 to 229.4 million in
1987-88.

(b) Does not arise.

(¢} The Government is implementing a
number of programmes to improve the
quality of life and income of poor
households. These include programmes
for raising incomes and generating
employment  obpoitunities such  as
Integrated Rural Development
Progiamme. Jawahar Rozgar Yojana.
MNehru  Rozgar  Yojana and  Prime
Minister’s Rozgar Yojana. The
implementation and the impact of IRDP
and Rozgar Yojanas have been evaluated
by a number of organizations and
monitored by the Government. The
programmes have had positive impact on
the incomes of beneficiaries.

(d) Does not arise.
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Assistance by Tobacco Board to Cyclone
Affected Farmers

1376. SHRI YERRA NARAYANA-
SWAMY: Will the Minister of
COMMERCE be pleased to state:

(a) whether Tobacco Board is aware
that tobacco nurserics in East and West
Godavari district have been destroyed in
the recent cyclone;



