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all stages of education, they are still high
duc to socio-cconomic and pcdagogic
reasons.

(c) and (d) There have been scveral
initiatives, details of which arc available
in the Annual Rcports of the Ministry.
Efforts have becn continuously made to
improve thc content and process of
education and make learning joyful and
child centred. Recently, a major initiative
has bcen launched by Central
Government in the form of National
Programme of Nutritional Support to
Primary Education with a view to
improve attendancc in primary schools.
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Steps Taken in Launching of Mid-day-
meals
1975. SHRI RAJUBHAI A

PARMAR: Will the Minister of
HUMAN RESOURCE DEVELOP-
MENT be pleased to state:

(a) the steps that have been taken in
different States and Union Territories in
pursuance of the Mid-Day-Meal Schcme
launched by the Prime Minister on
independence Day this ycar;

(b) the average cost per child per day
incurred on the Mid-Day-Mcal Scheme in
different States and Union Territorics;
and

(c) the calorie value of such food per
child per day in each State/Union
Territory?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF HUMAN RESOURCE
DEVELOPMENT (DEPARTMENT OF
EDUCATION) (DR. KRUPASINDHU
BHOI): (a) Under the National
Programme of Nutritional Support to
Primary Education, foodgrains have becn
relcased through FCI to all States/Union
Territories for distribution of serving
cooked meals to all children studying in
primary classes in Government,
Government aided and local body schools
located in identified blocks. Reports have
been reccived from all States and Union
Territories  that  implementation has
begun.

(b) the average cost varies from State
to State. The approximatc cost of the
cereals given by the Central Government
is Rs. 0.70 per child per day.

(c) The calorific values vary widely
because of the variations in the modes of
dclivery. However, the calorific valuc of
100 gram$ of cercals being supplicd by
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Government  of India is about 340

calories.
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